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ABSTRACT

. The purpose of this research project was to study
the~s$cio-economica of a controlled group of educable
retardates who had completed their formal education.

In 1965 the researcher investigated the mentally
rewardﬂd students enrolled in the Davenport, JIowa,
maylor and Marquette Schools and compared them to their
'iaranta and siblings. The pupils studies ;umpriied

three groups: (1) a trainable group represented by .

pupils from 25 families; (2) a group of educable men-




ing organic 1nvolvement vwas typical or that
in the general population of the United Statee
and thﬁt the background of the familial, educable
mentally-retarded tended to correspond to that of
loner class, underprivileged families. The date per-
taining to aocio-economic status and the educational
hiqtoriqa‘or the siblings supported these conclusions.
_Por purposes of classification, the group studied
in .this projeot falls into the range chriatlne Insram
describes as "educationally mentally retarded' or
'?educationally mentally handicapped®. This resemher
f:rerm the current term, .'educatioﬁall} mentally han-

dicapped”, and refers to them as the "EMH". me;iz,;ml

range me;purcd approximately 50-75Q1tha lonqr a pe;qgnt;




vel reading and mathematics ,_é'l'c‘iil's‘_‘_.v Hence, -
IR S AT S e T e
they find ‘productive employment after completing their.

‘THe! EME group selected for this

a8 described on page 1 of this

project, Group

18’ w:l.thm ‘the range vdej;‘_i‘n:e‘d ‘above.
The present study (1971-1972) investigated by
Jngitusinal method the group numbered 3, the familtal
,m;“.‘.’ka ‘the title iindiéateg, ﬁhe present study con- |
“e"nt!';a‘.‘t: d "on'thé outcomes m"the social and vocational
ll“0_853'4‘f.9‘1.',1‘,:§h,1.78 group | o . o
'me @eﬁhfad used was questionnaire witk dofbr-tv:o-f ’v{'

door fo:‘il.}.onup to reach as many of the group as possible.

Qﬁq jﬁuﬁat’iﬁhh&ire was sent to 327 EMH within the age
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INTRODUCTION

N

It is difficult to give an adequate definition

of mental retardation, for it has numerous eauses and

facets wh.ch are not yet precisely underatood even by
apacialists in the field. The problem of definition
is complicated further by tiz.e tendency of each re-
gearcher to define retardation exclusively-in terms.
of his own discipline, In addition, a-definition

once arrived at is often altered or revised. .

Thus, the definitions in the end are.quite arbi--

trary; each specialist forming his oW, :rrying to

define mont;l~r§taraation,1aelikdﬁcry;qu§¢ §§fiqp;
m_a_l_ V8. abnormal. .Where.does oxyon‘d‘rra t’h Tine

NotqonlvaSﬁtho“eﬁnditionginﬁgtinite; 4

'cfllus_ﬁe'; thd*‘ :dnq “gets: ityh_c farthuf




general intellectual functioning which originated dur-
ing the developmental period and 1s assoeiated with
impalrment of adaptive behavior®, Adaptive behavior
encompasses maturation of sensoiy motor skills, learn-
ing cf academic skills and social adjustment. This
definitlion is flexible insofar as both.impairmeﬁt of
behavior and abnorma&l functioning of intelligence
must exist before claasifying a person as retarded.
-An IQ score.alone is insufficlent for classification,
Anofhcr good agpect of the definitlon is that it does
not mention irreversibility in eonjunction with re-
tardation, suggesting that improvement - ean: takn placc.f
christine P. Ingram, defining it from-an’ cduea-* :
tional point of view says: "The terms- 'nontall'

tarded or mentally. handicapped' are: appliedﬂtc thoa

who measure approximately 50:to 75 in- IQ, thc

2 per eent of the sehool population.in anrnins.abil




télly deficlent person is: - 1. Soclally incompetent
and unable o manage his 6wn arriirs; 2. Mentally
sub-normal;. 3, Retarded intellectually from birth
or early age; 4, Retarded at maturlty; 5. Men~
tally deficient of donstitutional origin through
hereditary causes or diseese; 6. Essentially ineur-
able“.3 )

'Doll's definition would be more valid in the

discussion of severely retarded individuals, He:

‘does not mention that there are varying degrees of
retardation and that improvement can take place with = .. :
mildly or moderately retarded people,'s¢ this re-' -

searcher would prefer then to refer againatoeihe

that improvement can take place,

. - 30 there s no:universal definition:forimental

retii&&tion;:;TheLabovpfciﬁedﬁdétihitieph hichi 11«

.1ustrate;€h§3vﬁriatioﬁaaavéilabla §r§  g9mwaiff6ren

individuels:who‘have:thelir .own philosophy



--The -Towa State Department of Bublie Instruection:
_?éhbsé:ehildreh-who ;s a result or“sub—avérage gen-
éial intellectual funetioning whieh is associated
uiﬁh impairment of maturation, learning, and social
adjustment are incapable of being educated profit-
‘ably_and efficlently through ordinary classroom in-

struction“ 3

Je Higgins (in an unpublished Master?'s Thesis):
ﬂ# coﬁdifion cha;acterized by the réulty dev;IOpme;:
of intelligence which impairs an individual®s abil-
_1ty to learn and to adapt to the demands of .society". ?

.Doll: "Social incompetence due to mental;sub-'
norﬁniityiwhiéh has been devélopmentally arrested .
which‘obtainedAat,mgturity;is of conatitutional ori-~
gin and is essentieally incurable”.

;c13mens Benda:: A?Avmentally deteotive;peruonyis

his arfairs~or :being taught to. do ao,uand»uho uill

‘:l requireusupervision, control, and care: ror-his own

kaHeber°« “uental,retardation rerers“to b=




average general intellectual functioning which
ginates during the developmental period and is
ciated with impairment in adaptive behavior?.3

The President®s Panel: "The mentally fetarded
are cﬁildien and adulﬁs wh&, éﬁ & result of inade-
quately developed intelligence are aignificantly
Aimpaired in their abllity $o learn £o adapt to the
13

demands of soclety®.

Bernard Farber goes go far as to describe the

mentally retarded as a "surplus population™ that, if

transportdd to another ﬁlanet or the moon, -would not
be missed by soclety. The statement is both  start-
1ing ~-- but even more 1ﬁportant -= frightening. : The
refrain "surplus population® 1s.too mueh an eeho 6:
Hitlcr’s.genocido. Hitler’; surplus populaticns 1#-
-§1uded the Jews ggg,fhc nentally doficicnt,%both;on
whom he actﬁally tried to exterminate. »cortain;y,
1a§cicty‘vou1d survive. sans tha"aurplul populatioi;
- quite likely the: world would go on aa bcrorc 1:
le wcre to oliminutc __x‘minority or othnioﬂzroup

‘ Uo might ovan go ao ‘far as @o say that 1’#311 th




"normal™ people were transferred to the moon that
éhe worid would most likely go on as before -~ e
probably would not be missed either.

The enormity of Farbert?s :jpropomsl is magnified
by thé fact that he s;ams to place toe much emphasis
on the uniqueness or difference of the mentally re-
tarded. The researcher of the present paper is hur-
pirised by.the statement because she holds an opinion
or philosophy that is completely opposed to: guzh ai
propoma). She belleves that the mentally retarded are
iuch more "normal”, or at least could be, if we our-
selves 'ouid permit it. However, once they have
beeén labheled or steraotypﬁd they have to live their
lives under the shadow of that designation. ' 8he
agrees with J. Bucklew, Jr., that the mentally re-
tarded must be viewed noé strictly thirough the aleve
of an IQ test but "beyond the vietimts brain or even
total 6rgan1zm . .'. (and) :n the total life ecircum-
stances that confront the person®.

Edward T. Hell in his book The Silent Language

1nsis§s that we "see" things beeéuse‘they havi‘becn

. .
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'léﬂeled‘or_given names; the label beéomes like a
spotlight calling attention to what might otherwise
be oveflooked. Without that spotlight the perform-
er might be able'to blend in more easily with the
entire society.

In sum: Perhaps the definitive definition
should be the sun-total of all the definitions that
have been given in this Introduction, whichever
others may exist, and thése the reader himgelr may
choose to add. The definition would be all- incom-
passing; perhapa.ic would read something 1ike this::
"phe 'mentally retarded! are those who are ‘thoughe’
éé be retarded or those who are so labeled®.

This is the premise of this paper: tﬁat the
mentaily retarded can blend in with 5oiiety. It

would be better for all mankind, certainly for thoase

we have chosen to label the mentally retarded.




Chapter I

e i s o § g b e P St G St

PURPOSE AND METHOD OF STUDY'.

The purpose of thls research project ls to study
the socio-economics of a controlled group of educable
retardates who have completed thelr formal eduscation.

In 1965 this researcher investigated the mentally

retarded students enrolled in the Taylor and Marquette

Sehools, Davenport, Iowa, and eompared themvtd'fﬁéir
farenta and siblings. A summary of the 1965¢th§ais:13““

as follows:
The mentally handicapped pupils studied“in the
1965 work comprised three groups: (1) a trainabla'

" group represented by the Hnrquette Sehool pupils,

pupils from twenty-five ramiliee, (2) a sroup orfedu




‘ganic involvement sufficient to account for retarded
condition -- commonly referred to as "familial retar-
dation. ({In Appendix VI will be found excerpté from
the curriéulum guide set up for students at the Tay-
lor School in the areas of reading; mathematics;‘de-
veloping personal and social skills; and the prepar-
ation for gainful employment).

. The results of the study supported the view that
the béckground of the trainable and the educable chil-
dren showing organic involvement was typical .of .that
found in the general population of the Unitéd'Stgtei

and that the background of the familial, educable

mentally retarded tended to correspond to that.of

lower class, underprivileged families. - mheyddﬁé‘peré
taining ‘to socio-ecbnomic_status;and~theuéducationéif
historiesaf the siblings supported these conciuéiphé#.

(See Appendix, -numbers 11, 111, Iv, and V,. ror cnarts"




 séqrch§r,préfe:é~the current term, "educationally
. ﬁehtallyfhandicapped", and will refér4to them hence-
.fdrth‘as the "EMH". 'Their IQ range measured approx-

.1mately 50 —.75;. thé loweét‘z percent of the na-

fional School population in learning ability. The

-IQ- score alone- is insufficlent for clas~ification;

however, suggesting that improvement can take place

(the environmental factor, for example).
~ Many moderately retarded have a few handicaps

in addition to -their mental deficiency. However,

”théy are capable of expressing themselvesaadeduately
through-language. ‘Many, in fact, are:capable:ofw;"v
self-care and some of. these individuals are even
capable of  third grade level reading. and ‘math. akills.‘
Hence, they find productive employment after cOm-f
%pleting their formal: education. “Tne- EMH group se-’
lected ror this proJect, Group 3 as described on

pasis 2 and 3, 15 witnin the range definedlabove




‘and vocational areds for this group, The. method uéeq
‘wés-quéstionnaire-with‘door—to—dOOr follow-up to reach
as many of the group as possible. The follow-up was
necéssary because of the large numbér of question-
naires returned by the postal authorities. The
addressees were listed as "unknown" or "moved - no
forwarding addressﬁ, and “ﬁo such ﬁddreés". Many
df‘the addressees were now non-existent. because the
houses had made way for new éonstruction of  one sort
or another.

The questionnaire was sent to 327 EMH within

the age range of 16 to 24. A 30.5 Per“centfreoapggk;

was received (94 respondents). An 1nforma1:i§tf§f
rrbm the reaeércher explaine& theVpurpoaéféf%tﬂe aurf
’vey and. included instructions for: rilling out thc
‘questionnaire. An addressed envelope was encloaed or

.convenience and expediency. ?The findings‘hgve been




gfésponded with only one refusing to answer the ques-
f:tions on the form. Two additional questionnaires -

jwere.returned'by unknown respondents who lived at the

particular address to which 1t had been sent. A1l

but three respondents filled out their own question-
fﬂnairéé. The parents of three completed the forms,
‘éiving the responses of the EMH.

.Most of the printing. or handwriting was. legible.
 Thére were numerous spelling errofs and a few inter-
iééting_or humorous remarks.
zi;;‘:,Theufolloﬁing chapters'present;theﬁriﬁ&ihséTL
';Qﬁdér;the four headings Style-of:Lii;ngj.Eﬁploypéﬂt
 a¢d1M§néy»(vocat1on); Aﬁusementsyand_ﬁobbiés,'
v;£ égg:anda¢hur¢h.ﬁ'After.the{presentaﬁibﬁgbfffhéﬁe'
5 : fb.;.\zra‘foﬁicst vin"’.’(:hapters‘-.*ll ‘ghrough, v, the ,

~‘clades;.in Chapter: VI,

‘snd//indicated ‘future: pro Jects £iowingifrom

W
Py




Chapter II

STYLE OF LIVING

_According to the Warner Sca1e16 the majority of
h EMH in ‘this controlled group lives in the -lower- -
 61assane1gnborhoods. This is defined as detexriora-.

‘;fing;*fun-down,_and-sémifslumfe A few reside in -

:average and above~averase neighborhoods.. (Seqﬁmap,f

‘LAppendix V)

:study of 1965. Those. maintainins their own*resi-




peuch time that they demonstrate an ability to handle

eppeir expenses or learn a way of life for their own
supportf At that time, of course, they will be per-
mitted to find their own housing. Here again, they
"will undoubtedly duplicate the living conditions of
theif parents.
‘It should be strongly emphasized that in.gen-

efel oﬁe EMH are not relying on any iocal or pationalé
ragencies to give them supportive help. The majority
1ives either with the parents or with some parentalﬁ
aid.w They are not, however, posing any burden upong
' the state in which they reside or on the. society at
Via whole. They are not parasites, they are not 11
bilities;»they~ere not_expenses. While these

duals may not: be: contributing in any greatvexten

the family coffers, at 1east they have not




MALE FEMALE

Parental Home 143 (Rm & Bd: (Bm & Ba:
. : ($5- $ao wk ($12-20 wk

-~

-

Apartment L ﬁRent range: ($89.00
- | 7 (s80-385 Rolages

‘Prailer 1 ($55 mo.

‘Half-Way House 1. (Rehab. .
. Supported

1 (state ...
(Supported

_F;igure‘ : 1’, x

‘their.ways of’ life are mirrors'or reflection of.




Chapter III

EMPLOYMENT AND MONEY (VOCATION)

Considering the instructional level of respon-
*ﬁdénts.attending Taylor School for EMH, the occupa-
tlonal and vocational outcome of tﬁis group appears
to;qomplement the existing levels of curiiculum.pro—,

':f}iided 1n,the Taylor program,

Lcompleted the following range of formal school,

‘Jattehdance after completing the Taylor:program

Taylor School, EMH Program i ;
?Pre—Vocational (Chron. Age 13 16)




respondents, 32 had full-time or part-time jobs, while
16 were”unemployed; others gave no indication. Thiz-
teen of the 32 are employed at the Area Developmént
Center Sheltered Workshop. Most of the work at the
éenter is on contfact from sﬁrrounding Industries and
Business houses. The tasks performed are as simple &8
‘packaging ten 3cre§s in a cellophane‘baé and stapling
" the'bag closed to0 pacl:ing crates of machine parts.
The‘hoﬁrly rate is commensurate with the:skill;andxis
-ﬁsually on a plece-work rate. The earnings: range ;t
the workshop is from 1% cents per hour. %o $1j60.ff

Among the male employees or clients“Vr
are.célled, all responded'that they were véry&hﬁbpi
’with their jobs. Some qualified their response wit
a desire for more contracts to insure stoady.empIOy

ment.

The remeining 19 who had'Joba "ereééﬂhléi'd,'

' tollows. maintenance men at a. local college :nii

“hcme, and .various industrial plants‘ ot 5 o




1l

.hé;cgpacity‘of.a mechanic!s helper as a sheet metal
‘;Heﬁr}oéerator.

”:mhe-group-workins in the employment field outside
-the:sheltered Workshop had a wage range. of from $1.60
- ;§_§3.93. Among this group most indicated they Qere

?#é;y happyh but nine listed fair as their rating.

. Six were "unhappy" and 10 had no comment. Since 29

,;ﬁadﬂno driverts license and only 22 had a diiver!s
fpé:mit or license, they were not representedein;any
A§cqupation in which they were required to operate a

Eight reported having their own.auto-"

motor. vehicle.

gmobiles.< Six even specified the make. and year of

their vehicle as listed below:

L . 1958 Volkswagen e
RO 1960 Chevrolet = = . .- .-
. 1965 Ford i o

-1966 Pontiac

1970 Gremlin
«1971@Gremlinﬁ>




"éducationalwbackground was noted.  Prior to that time
‘the young man had passed the Air Fofce Mechanics'!
School Aptitude Test. With the exception of the bwo
'mentioned specifically, none of the others of the

group-made any attempt to volunteer for military ser-

-

vice. . : A

.. Other financial and economical data are reported

- on"the chart below.

Among the 51 male respondents:
'parteé‘having:

‘Checking Accounts. -
Savings Accounts L
“Credit.or.-Charge Acecounts::
/. Loans (Auto Bank Loan)
i LifeInsurane@: i s w0l
‘Health Insurance
‘Welfare Assistance
‘ParentalvAid: s
-.Rehabilitation (Mental.
Job:Rehabllitation:




egéﬁental supervision,is_probably.a mein factor.
'“lThe 1ntery1ews with the Workshop.director and
verioss employers bear witness to a low rate of ab-
"senteeism and an incentive to do assigned work con-
"scientiously. There 1s no alcoholism reported in the
';EMH group nor afe tﬁere any reports of gross person-

iality conflicts on the Job. Ironically, those least

‘={happy (6) with their working situations also receive

'_the highest salaries.- It appears that the EMH work-
uers' primar‘ goal is to.perform the assigned task
:eVen ‘though there 1s.little or no room forfpromofien;r‘

v;The diversity of unskilled Jobs gives the‘male a.much
Aﬁider*range from which to choose.:- This will be fur
ltﬁervdeveldped in the summation in Chapter;VI‘

~The .36 female ‘workers responded similarly %0 th'




The educational background of the employed

females (36) as a preparation for Occupation is

ted below:

Taylor School for EMH
Junior High Sehool Program-Terminal
Senior High School

P

Green Acres School (for unwed mothers)

Scott COmmunity 0011833 (LPN PrOgram)




stances.

The earnings at the workshop are equated with the

skill and amount of piecework produced. The range is

from 40 cents per hour to $2 hourly rates; where ap-
plicable. ‘The questionnai;e reported 22 of the 36
females as happy in thelr work. One reported being
extremely contented, and-gix fairiy happy; six said
they were unhaﬁpy.~ Among the group of discontented,
;ﬁhe major reason givén ﬁas not enough work or:stgady>

employment.

1962.Chevrole
1964 Ford. -
‘StatiOn Wagon Make




Bank Accounts:

Savings

Checking

Credit and Charges
Finance Company Loans

Insurance:

-Life Insurance
Health Insurance
Car Insurance

ParentalkAid’or Welfare:

hParentél Aid
Mental Health Center
Rehabilitation.
“Welfare: (ADC)
Since 32 of the female populatibr of:36:of+responaee

live-at home, ‘the guidelines'o

supervision.




Chapter IV

AMUSEMENTS AND HOBBIES (AVOCATIONS)

The EMH group was asked to list preferences in
amusements and hobbies. Their tastes have varied
little since the 1965 stu&y except for their listing

.more contemporary names, sStars, titles assbgiatgd -
f;ﬁith enterﬁéinment and other factors asgogiatedﬁwithf" 
{érpwth. In 1nstaﬁ¢és;of'ﬁigh popuiarity[sﬁép;aé .
._géilihg, foriexample,rthe-activity is §r§gﬁ;2edféh
’ £1§hned fof.éfOup péiticipation. a¢hgf§'€§peéfaft0

‘be no significant deviance from the sverage: type:'o

‘Efespénﬁésfréééaféhéréimigﬁﬁﬂéiiéiﬁifrém.membéhe o




Football.
Hockey
Hunting

Pool

Fishing .
Roller Skating
Swlmming

None

OFWOOOKN

Favorite Television Program:

Mod .Squad
~Detective Shows
Medical Center
Bewiltched:
Brady Bunch
‘Bonanza ...
Longstreet -
My Three Sons ..
411.4n the Family
Marcus:Welby ..
.. Night.Gallery . .
_‘Green Acres’ . .. -




dountry:Western

Elvis. Presley
Good Music

- Grand. Funk
Hillbilly
‘Horn

Harp

Ink Spots
Jazz.

John Denver
Monkeys
Patriotic
Popular:
Religious
Rock.: .. :
.Semi-Classical
. Show Music .
Sugar_Daddy

-~ Today's. Sound
Waltz .
‘Christmas Songs . . " -

HOAOHFOHOOOHOOOOOF




Watching Television
‘Writing .

Records

Singing

Walking

Working

None

j ]
PO

Favorite Sports:

1f'Bowling
- Baseball
" Basketball




Misaion Impossible
None.. - .

Mod Squad

Flip Wilson
Mystery

Gunsmoke

Laugh-In

Star Trek

OO RFWORH

te Music:
Any -
Carpenters
Children's
o Combo ..
.~ Ccuntry Western
" Elvis Presley
@ood Mueic
< Grand.Funk:-
. uillbilly .

;.7 PFavor




Rock Polishing
Putting Things Together
Medels .. N
Eating and Sleeping
Puzzles

Music

Presidential Facts
Reading

Sports

Swimming

Hiking

Scouting

Number Painting
Pool .

Drag Racing

Chess..

1
3
6
1
1
1
1
1
8
3
2
1
1
1
S|
1

Q.;The socio and.economicéi*range'of,a#&iiébii;ﬁ&.
{iﬁ thé recfeat1on aﬁd,hobby;pu#s@iﬁéf§ff£hevEMH ‘
;ﬁﬁis p£oje§ta1s realistic. -As=prev1§ﬁsiy'stg;e
sqqhgtniﬁgsjﬁs;bowiing, rblléreskﬁvagg'

-'aréfpiannedurecreatidnéiQéé@iiiﬁf




_fﬁhieh*had-been initiated as part of the curriculum.
The television viewer EMH is undoubtedly itn-~
‘eﬁ&uausd by the contemporary‘eeciological thought in

‘the areas of politics, ethnic groups, humor, family

»vrelationships, "stars", and even "super-stars". Sig-

iﬁificant, however, seems to be the consistency of.
'efgheﬂEMH to prefer familial situations, though the
”';serieie or characters may change, than the mysfery,
pi&s'the new scene-of medics, handicapped, lead
7roiee; that glve vent to the viewer!s empathizing.
e The researcher found the same.resﬁonse;correlaf
“tion equivalent in the area of music'preference..The

centemporary groups replaced the "rock an&.rollﬁgefﬁe
T>1965 ~- however, the fad or "in- type“ sound 1s- thv“

" favorite of the EMH. More predominant ‘are the rol

: and country western performers. who leave much to

'\Videntification.b

-again seems to be attributed t‘ the environm




}parents,‘s;blings and éhrbnological peers. It

s, d£§unrsé;_botp therapeutic. and cultural,




Chapter v

MARITAL AND RELIGIOUS AFFILIATIONS

The number of married persons in the EMH sam-
1p11ng'of‘this project 1is significantly sma11; The
.reVersal of thé male-female role shows‘that moré EMH
females marry than do their male COunterparts.‘vIﬁ 

:;i#hé geheral population of EMH?s'thebhumber ofl
,fiages or 1nter-marriages~i§“re1at1ve;yhioﬁ,¥

ohtcome'of théir marriages as reported 1n't§é

" with natlonal statistics.

fﬁe maritélfstafuslofzghe7197071971 contro




' RELIGIONS

In the 1965 study of this particular group, reli-

gionvéeemed to play a major role *n their lives. To-
_day there is a noticeable decrease in affiliation,'

. . attendance, and religious/spiritual/theologi_cal -‘pelief
among the EMH -~ which 1s corollary to their measured
average-anéﬂébove contemporaries.

| Listed below are the male-female-churgh.affilia-

‘tlon: . _MALE  FEMATE. .-

Cathollc
Methodist»
uiuthérén
éaptisti% -
'ﬁckahOn V?“”
‘éospéisTémp;ef
Brespysertan
75ﬁ6nef '

Sex education or birth contr




ceived in answer to the question, "Do you use birth

- "
control?” There were no responses among the unmar-

ried. Whether this implies importence, masturbation,
or lgcklof sexual activity is germane to another
study. The female response was as barren as that of
',fthe malevEMH -~ therefore, this researcher puts. it
in anecdoéai reference again. The majority reported
they did not use or know how o use birth controli
'Thé two 1nstance§ are reported as each one,5f;fwou1d§
‘fif‘I fooled around”; two,“”COntrolfmeéns“. top

. g0 on green lights™. -

_?“The'researcher;aubmmts?lack bfg£9?mé1;§éﬁQ°1

‘sex education, lack of sophistication;
‘t1ons; or naiveactivity among the EMH ar
‘siblesfactors.  Possibly:an -unwillirgnes

must ‘also be assumed




Chapter VI
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

In summation, the EMH controlied group studied
in ‘this: project comprisés 3 per cent of the nationts

: total population, or 2 per cent of the low e&uc#ble

=‘popu1ation in formal education. - Since thég1965ystudy;

of: this group it now appears: (1n 197&-19%2) the




sshed;'prdinary, usual, typical. Humanists like

breham”Maslow, Sydney Jourad and-Rello May describe
: Lavefage“'identicaliy in this ﬁanner.' If “80,

then the findings of .this proJect could support a

QVement!to "vn-label®" the EMH and to le them melt

_nto the "average" society.‘ They are very "averageﬂjg

*;Speeificelly, the most suceessrul‘EMH'makihgithegf

mos,jmoney were also reported to be those most:. unw”
appy in their work--Just like most average people
aking~ends meet: and wishing they had. more mone
The environment of the EMH:: is practically 1den—~-
cal to that-of their parents and, like moet average{ ,
‘ple, live in contained neighborhoods.i A few doﬂﬁ

live on farms.

Like the-normal or average: person (the next-doors

status in material possessions. cars,’ 1oth1ng,




tance to their goal for happiness.

The EMH are happy in non-demanding jobs, like tre

average person in our locale working in industry doing
repetitive, non-creative work and settling for the se-

‘curity of a permanent job.

Many "average" people settle for meaningless rou-

‘tine once-a-week church-going. This also satisfies

ﬁhe spiritual needs of the EMH.

.The hobbies and amusements and vacations or the




existence meaningless

~- unless merged with the av-

erage populace -- then it seems fitting to look to
24May, JOuramiand Maslow for definitions of "average".
,The average are people that comprise a sreater per‘
eéenﬁ of our population. They have limited horizons,
‘gsettle for less than they.could be (and do); they
vfeﬁr the risk of total loving -- they love‘safety,
ﬂﬁéfructures, confining laws, and inhibiting traditions.
Vifithen we have such & majority of "average", as the
rﬁores of our American soclety displays, there may be
room for 2 per cent educable handicapped that fit
neatly 1nto this slot.

The late President John F. Kennedy appointed a

tional population in the United States._ The resul

"1e the fringe average. It appears.th ‘nee







THE QUESTIONNAIRE

Driver's License?  Yes No
Do you have a can? What make? Year

Divorced ‘Separated
- How many?

Where?

Military Service:
my?.: . Navy? ____ Alr Force? Merines? Reserves?

. . . »

Oiilive in a house? ____ An apartment? _
ou-rerit it? . Own it¢. How much
ttended was - . e

L Your: childran

ecelve help? _  Welfare? _ . ' |
Health Center? _ Rehabilitatio

uryfavdfitéif
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' APPENDIX VI - TAYLOR SCHOOL

CURRICULUM EXCERPT

The following is an eéxcerpt from the curriculum

gulde set up for students at the Taylor School in’

the areas of reading; mathematics; developing per-

‘sonal and social skills; and the preparation for gain-
‘ful employment:

i+ Procedure for reading instruction:

" There 1s no special method for.teéchingsreadingvljif

S 1] _retarded children.

: Readiness Instruction:

Visual Discrimination:

3 Distinguishing amohg,;etterg;faﬁd‘ev'
'bétweenfwords, is. important 1g‘€heir¢ading readines

_program. In order for children to:developithis:

'.ﬁai;skill3fthe'teacherk@usﬁﬁappgppriat




Gbreaks.and'closes, corners and curves, and lines and

curves.

Level 2 - By the time the child has reached the
'féegon& level, hé should have developed stabie associ-
f»ﬁ%ional-patterns related to certain unique character-

‘ig;ics of letters and be ready to increase his present
discrimination capabllities related to shape to in-

clude percepts of size and orientation.

>fAuditory Discriminations: -

 Auditoryadiscrim;nation5is¢mqr§ than

kthatné sound-18.;




 for attacking words ig equally important.

Developing a sight vocabulary and skill in word

attack are interdependent on each other.

Approaches to Beginning Reading Instruction:

Making use of a printed primer series is one
b'apﬁroach.for introducing reading.

A spelling or alphabet-approach-illustrates an-
eether technique for introducing reading.

Using the cooperative story and experience chart

"jat the outset will enable the retarded child to gain

,a clear picture of the reason for reading.. Reading
fshoald ‘become & basic part of communication.

'Sgegesein Teaching;Read;gg:

The teacher of the mentally retarded can p esen

‘u 1ng the experience approach.




Analysis of Words:

Systematically attacking words constitutes a
a‘yital component of reading instruction for the re-

Jtarded.,‘The.teacher.should be concerned about mini-

v'mizing randonm behavior and guessing. In no other
;éréa will such behavior be manifested é; extensively
’igg-wheﬂ“a=child has not developed skill in the anal-
: :§S'is:, of:words.
. There is not any best single approach forgiﬁfs  ¢ 
.étfucﬁing.ﬁhe'retarded in word attack. .
| . The special-class teacher'offthelreﬁa:ded'wiii

'probably”find greatest'successyin;usins;an'eéiéét ¢

pproach which combines: the:phonics, visualizaion:

.c¢ntékt;‘and kinesthetic methbds;

> \Deve1§pigg,ski11~in;COmprehénéiohcof»ﬂ at

‘Readins,is¢§58ebtially;g»f

_does. not! understand the me




Of;en'provide the impetus for children focusing on the

'1mean1ng'of what is being read.

Instrueting in Matheratics

ine litergture‘agrees that the retarded tend to
'achieQe at a level consistent with their nental age
'.in mathematics computation but often significantly =
below that level in mathematics reasoning.
| --The basic objectives of the arithmetic program

 or educable ‘retarded children dirfer significantly,




for mathematics instruction 8hould be
practi 1, and should facilitate the development o

a conceptual understanding rather than

rote manipula-
tion.

Instruction

basic pattern or method used in normal classrooms but

~at a much slower pace. - The course should 1ncludefthe
:following‘un ts: Teaching number concepts, classifi

cation, correspondence, conservation and’ rev rsi i

in mathematics should follow the same




4y

. directing the behavior of the educable child early am

continuously during the course of the school program.

Dimengions of Personal,

:Emotional, and Soecial
\ Growtﬁ: |

. Physical health and personél attractiveness.
ffhis-includes exerclse, diet and personal health and
’f;ieanliness.

- Emotional growth and mental health. Heber (1964)
 5§s‘sammarized the results of a number of the inveafl3 
bﬁfigations'in which some control'haslﬁeenuexerciaed

xig,summary‘suggests_that (1) the retardédga?A'ﬁboriy
gmét;iated’afterwhaving onéégégquife§;§ g§hef
expectancy.of failure; (2) Dedrig. Jocated in.
1¢;éés€i§_asseciated witﬁu;oreréggbnaiity‘dal
méﬁ#'tﬁan;placeménﬁ;iﬁcaﬁépééial_one: 4

,:,di\iij&itzja_ls « rid'cate_d; in the ‘comn

_fdﬁlperSOnalsmaladjugtmépt (4

‘haQéJéumoreahnréﬁligf?¢fpictu”




Angellectually normal. Attention, affection, activity,

‘L'acceptance, and success illustrate only some of the
liheeds:characteristic of all populations of children.
Barriers:

‘ fhe retarded seem to have a lower- tolerance for
ﬁifruﬁtfation and tension. The reason for this can be
in all areas.

‘Many forms of adverse behavior.patterns»can:fgéﬂf
sult ‘for these reasons. The teachér,ftherefégq :
need to provide the childfen;withnexpgrién¢.vﬁhié
wil help them to understand.“t‘:h‘e_i“i-. qthe':xi-i'pbasib

1811y apprOpriatéubehaviorsf ’

keducéblglm¢Qﬁall

'ﬁuafibneiinnwhichfétﬁhd?rdz

eiaixihfefac:




.patterns of behaviop.

Methods for Teaching Social, Personal, and Emo-

tional Skills:

Reinforcement and reward are methodologiczl com-

ponents required to- modify Social, psrsonal, and emo-

,tional behavior.

:Caution should be exercised 80 that undesirable

fbeﬁévior 18 not rewarded.

Acceptable patterns of behévior;will:be most .

:apidiy_and.effectively acyuired by using the dualﬂ

1nf1uence of models and differential reinforoem nt




'ilikelihood know the children best,

Py

Preparation for Ga 1 Emgloxgen

Throughout the child's special-class experience

the subtle flavor of Occupational skill dev opment

required for mastery of appropriate work situations

‘should permeate thi program?s activities.

Society expects educable mep’ 1lly retarded chil-
d en o interact effectively within the community

This requirement will not be met if the youngsters

W th others around them. . For this reaaon most‘school

L M
e




Preliminary to actual Job placement, the wopk-
-?f#@y students should have some éxperience finding

Jobs which are consistent with their own capabili~

whiéh@require & certain level of achlevement for sue-

es@ful“employment; it is-also neceasarychat*each*%

studéht’s,perrormaﬁce‘be.meaadrédqagéiﬁst;thé;spé i-




ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES T0 QUESTIONNAIRE

complete questionnaire

. Sheltered Workshop 12

Types of Work: On Line, Kitchen at Workshop,

St. Ambrose, Strieter's.Kahl -
Home, McDbn&l&_' 8, Janitor,

Maintenance, Sear's, French &

Hecht‘,i 'lGr'a.s‘sv &; Snow,




- ‘Mdke of Automobile & Year:

1966 Pontiac'
<1970 Gremlin
196C Chevrolet

1971 Gremlin
1965 Ford
1958 Volkswagen

Vi apt i3y
GHEAE




-Methodisgst: 3; Presbyterian}ch;nﬁckanbn: 1.

"Air Force: 1
Marines: 0
National Guard:
None: 47

Quarters:

'HauQEQ(wittharents): 43

Pine Knoll Home: 2




A

.':“ﬁg}

ey
&
2
&

‘Marshfield High School:
Sudlow Jr. High School:
‘Maquoketa High Schoel: 1

St. Martints College, Wash.,: 1

R

'idén_téi Health: 3

Rehabilitation: 2




1962 Chevrolet - -

1964 Ford . -




Where: Lutheran: 3
Catholic:
Baptist: 1
‘Methodist: 2
Presbyterian: 1

Gosple Temple: 6

er Accommodations




. Rock Island High Schoo;
12

-Taylor .
Frank L. Smart: 13

‘West .High School: 1

‘Sudlow Junior digh School:
‘Area Development Center: T
‘Brown's Business College:
Scott Community College:. 1
Marquette: 2

“B.. Young 1

1

2




'APPENDIX VIII - RELATED RESEARCH

A serious problem in public education today is

now & 8chool system can best prepare educable mentally

petarded S8tudents to become Productive adult citizens:

the -community. At the Secondary level, thepe is a

I'a ual work situations. This edueatiorial pl




djustment of the mentally retarded have been eon

Studies done through the middle 19501g were

ported by Tizard (1958). More recently, Charles

966) summarized longitudinal follow-upé udies of

mnunity adjustment. Thre report of these studies

idlcate a fairly good adult ad justment for most

nta_‘ilyz,retarded students throughout their lives.

2 M. majority are employed, few are institutionalized

&nd"'although many are involved in law violations, the |

s

-_oﬁﬂéhses tend to be a less serious variety.




dults were
m‘ggmployed (81 per cent) ang that there was 1ittle cop-

elat ion.

between their IQ scores and their employment -




and a few women were employed in g numbep

‘ of cler-
tasts in a commercial bank setting, mphe most im-

abLlity 0 succeed related o

r..co-workers and Supervisory personnel,

'-slightly different approach to e aluating post-

ba.tﬁe’:':fy,of t’ésts and information: obtained:\-fzqu‘t.ive

Qups ‘of retardates who were 18 -.26 yea 8.0l
u'vit\ . :

s;included the test results.of 78 pred

. ~ e
LIPS EV




the controy 8roup tended %o
e f,hé least Successful, indicating that a speci. 1
' Finally,

the four e€xperimental

;ups tended to dirfer in Buccess, suggesting that

revious research has establishe’&-- that most:edu

mentally retarded youths makei{a rééé_onablf‘y good;
adinstment in t;he“qo_mmu_nity"._"

eé& -or-fail are ?;Ot
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