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Abstract 

Sexually-exploitative behaviors by adult male politicians is a significant societal concern 

that reflects deeper issues involving power misuse, gender inequality, and institutional 

failure. This qualitative research involved examining societal factors that were linked 

with this type of misconduct. Guided by the status characteristics theory, the study 

involved examining how status-related traits such as political power, public image, and 

institutional affiliation shaped social dynamics and fostered environments that enabled 

these behaviors. Using NVIVO, thematic content analysis was applied to 24 adult male 

politician cases. Five key themes emerged: early life and family influences, position and 

power, opportunity expectations, cultural and institutional protection, and authoritative 

masculinity. Results indicate such misconduct stems not only from personal ethical 

shortcomings but is also rooted in broader social systems, emotional upbringing, and 

entrenched patriarchal values. Systemic reforms are necessary to disrupt cycles of 

impunity. Recommendations for future research include expanding it to include diverse 

professions and genders and implementing ethical leadership training in political 

institutions. This study will lead to social change via safer and more equitable political 

environments, reducing tolerance for exploitation and promoting justice-oriented 

leadership that protects dignity and rights of all individuals. 
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Chapter 1: Introduction to the Study 

Male politicians involved in sexually exploitative behavior have gained increasing 

public and media attention. High-profile cases involving individuals such as Anthony 

Weiner and Donald Trump have brought the issue to the forefront, revealing patterns of 

inappropriate conduct among powerful men in politics. These incidents underscore the 

pervasive issue of abuse of authority, as many of these men hold considerable influence 

and control over vulnerable individuals, both within and beyond their professional 

spheres (Edwards & Alm, 2023; Page, 1975).  

Social dynamics and power structures involving opportunistic behaviors of male 

professionals, especially politicians, have become a frequent subject in mainstream news 

and social media discourse. However, scholarly research remains limited in terms of 

thoroughly addressing how adult male politicians are influenced by social conditions that 

create opportunities for sexually-exploitative behavior. 

This imbalance of power actively sustains a culture of silence that enables abuse 

to go unchecked. People may fear retaliation, disbelief, or public humiliation, while 

institutions often respond with inaction to preserve their own reputations. As a result, 

offenders operate within systems that either passively ignore or subtly condone their 

misconduct. 

Researchers can gain critical insights regarding development and reinforcement of 

deviant behaviors among male professionals by closely examining the interplay between 

occupational power and broader social expectations. Adult males in high-ranking 

political positions are often viewed as authoritative, charismatic, and influential figures. 
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Their professional success, social capital, and institutional backing can allow them to act 

with impunity. This perceived invulnerability may embolden them to misuse their power, 

especially in private or less scrutinized environments (Ecott et al., 2020). 

Cultural and societal expectations further complicate this dynamic. In many 

societies, deeply entrenched patriarchal norms reinforce gender inequality and normalize 

male dominance. This environment contributes to the objectification of women and often 

pressures male leaders to display traits of dominance, assertiveness, and sexual conquest 

(Dillard & Beaujolais, 2019; Page, 1975). These norms can increase the likelihood of 

sexually exploitative behavior, as entitlement and power go largely unchallenged. 

Enabling structures such as loyal inner circles, partisan institutions, and complicit 

organizations create shields around these individuals. These entities may intentionally or 

unintentionally dismiss, deny, or cover up unethical behavior to protect political agendas, 

reputations, or alliances (Dillard & Beaujolais, 2019). 

Understanding social influences of adult male politicians who engage in sexually 

exploitative behavior is crucial in terms of effective prevention and accountability. Traits 

such as narcissism, entitlement, and lack of empathy may predispose individuals to 

exploit others. Constant scrutiny and stress associated with maintaining a public image 

may compromise ethical decision-making, reinforcing risky or abusive actions (Moussaïd 

et al., 2013). 

Background 

The social dynamics of adult male politicians play a pivotal role in terms of 

shaping opportunities for sexually exploitative behavior and offenses. By examining 
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power dynamics, societal expectations, enabling structures, and psychological factors, 

researchers can gain a better understanding of this complex issue. Addressing these 

dynamics requires a comprehensive approach involving a qualitative understanding of 

aspects that enable such behaviors.  

One of the most apparent social influences on sexually exploitative behavior is 

power (Page, 1975). Politicians often occupy positions of authority, which gives them 

immense power over their subordinates (Hancock et al., 2021). This power dynamic can 

create a sense of entitlement, where men believe they can act with impunity and without 

repercussions (Hancock et al., 2021). Apprehension involving losing their authoritative 

roles may hinder people from stepping forward to share their experiences. This reluctance 

to report further emboldens offenders of sexually exploitative behavior.  

Another significant social influence on sexually exploitative behavior is gender 

(Delaney, 2021). In many cultures, men are socialized to be dominant, aggressive, and 

sexually-assertive. These expectations can be reinforced by the media, which often 

portrays men as sexual conquerors who are entitled to women’s bodies (Delaney, 2021). 

When combined with power, these gendered expectations can lead to a sense of 

entitlement that makes sexually exploitative behavior more likely.  

Finally, cultural norms shape how adult male politicians behave. Some cultures 

may tolerate or even encourage sexually exploitative behavior, mainly when it involves 

powerful men (Delaney, 2021). Sexual harassment and assault in the workplace may be 

dismissed as harmless flirtation or the price that women must pay for success (Delaney, 

2021). In these types of cultural environments, adult male politicians may feel 
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emboldened to commit sexually exploitative acts due to a perceived lack of consequences 

or accountability.  

Sexually exploitative behavior by adult male politicians is a complicated topic 

that is not rooted in any definite cause. Power dynamics, gender expectations, and 

cultural norms that shape behaviors of these men must be examined and addressed if 

researchers are to combat this problem effectively. 

Problem Statement 

Several factors contribute to adult male politicians engaging in sexually-

exploitative behaviors. One factor is the power dynamic between themselves and their 

subordinates or colleagues. They can leverage power to coerce or force others into sexual 

encounters or other forms of exploitation (Dillard & Beaujolais, 2019). Another factor 

that contributes to this issue is broader societal norms and attitudes towards gender and 

sexuality. Men are often socialized to be dominant and aggressive in their interactions, 

while women are taught to be submissive and accommodating. These attitudes can lead to 

a normalization of sexually exploitative behavior, with men assuming they are entitled 

and women feeling they have no choice but to comply.  

Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study is to explore social dynamics of sexually-exploitative 

behaviors by male politicians. These behaviors can manifest in several ways, including 

sexual harassment, assault, and misconduct. Social influences that contribute to these 

behaviors are complex and multifaceted. Research showed how the role of power, 
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gender, and cultural norms shape these behaviors in terms of understanding social 

influences.  

Research Question 

In this study, I used the following research question: 

RQ: What are the social influences of adult male politicians who engage in 

sexually exploitative behavior? 

Theoretical Framework for the Study 

The status characteristics theory (SCT) was used to understand how individuals 

perceive and interpret others’ observable status characteristics and how these perceptions 

influenced social behaviors. The SCT involves investigating how specific socially-valued 

traits can affect dynamics of task groups, leading to both benefits and drawbacks 

(Barnum et al., 2016). I used the SCT to understand perceptions of observable status 

characteristics involving sexually-exploitative behaviors of adult male politicians. Using 

the SCT, researchers can gain valuable insights regarding social dynamics underlying 

such behaviors. According to the SCT, individuals assign higher perceived status to 

specific observable characteristics, such as attractiveness, social skills, intelligence, and 

occupation. Being heterosexual, married and with kids, and not having criminal histories 

is necessary for politicians (Wallen & Romulo, 2017). These characteristics can 

significantly influence social interactions and power imbalances within various contexts, 

including but not limited to colleges and universities (Barnum et al., 2016). 

When examining sexually-exploitative behaviors involving adult male politicians, 

it is essential to consider the potential influence of observable status characteristics. 
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When individuals hold a higher perceived status due to their social skills, attractiveness, 

or public figure status, they may exploit power differentials to engage in inappropriate 

behaviors (Franiuk et al., 2020). Perceived power associated with such characteristics can 

contribute to a sense of entitlement and belief they can act without consequences. 

Perceptions of observable status characteristics play a significant role in terms of both 

perpetration and tolerance of sexually-exploitative behaviors (Franiuk et al., 2020). 

Individuals with higher perceived status might feel their status protects them from facing 

accountability for their actions (Franiuk et al., 2020). These individuals may be more 

likely to exploit their status to exert influence and manipulate those with lower perceived 

status. Individuals with lower perceived status may feel powerless to challenge or report 

sexually-exploitative behaviors that are perpetrated by those with higher perceived status 

(Franiuk et al., 2020).  

Nature of the Study 

I used a qualitative approach to understand observable status of social influences 

on adult male politicians’ power differentials to engage in exploitive sexual behaviors. I 

explored underlying perceptions that influence social behaviors of these politicians in 

their pursuit of power and influence within groups. Social dynamics and power involving 

opportunistic behaviors of adult male politicians was the gap in research. I used a data set 

with various scandals involving male politicians. To ensure confidentiality, 24 

participants were randomly selected from a pool of 50 for further examination to 

understand themes and characteristics of participants.  
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Prevailing societal expectations and entrenched cultural norms exert a profound 

influence on social dynamics involving behaviors of male politicians. Understanding 

social influences that contribute to sexually-exploitative behaviors among this group is 

crucial to understanding the research gap.  

Definitions 

Career Pathways: Distinct set of professions that require similar education and 

training (Clagett et al., 2015). 

Marital Status: State of being married, single, divorced, or widowed. This can 

influence occurrence of sexually-exploitative conduct based on psychological wellbeing 

(Hsu & Barrett, 2020).  

Offenses: Actions such as facilitating involvement of another person in 

prostitution, capturing, sharing, or taking identifiable images of private sexual acts and/or 

intimate body parts (such as genitals, groin, breasts, or buttocks) of another person, 

permitting third parties to witness private sexual acts, engaging in voyeurism, and 

knowingly or negligently subjecting another person to a substantial risk of contracting 

sexually-transmitted infections, including HIV (Mercera et al., 2023). 

Power: Person’s capacity to accomplish a task or goal (Parsons, 1963). Power 

involves a hierarchy of social influences that are used to coerce or achieve dominance 

(Eiilm University, 2014). 

Sexually-Exploitative Behavior: Purposeful sexual abuse, manipulation, or misuse 

of power and influence over another person.    
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Social Influences: Impact that other individuals have on individual thoughts, 

feelings, or behaviors, whether they are physically present or their presence is 

anticipated, imagined, or implied (Moussaïd et al., 2013) This study included factors such 

as power, societal norms, and gender.  

Societal Norms: Type of reinforcement that affects people’s behaviors, 

reputations, and self-worth (Wallen & Romulo, 2017). In this study, social standards and 

public preferences of politicians were considered.  

Assumptions 

All participants in this study engaged in sexually-exploitative behaviors involving 

intentional acts of sexual abuse, manipulation, or misuse of authority and influence over 

other individuals. These behaviors reflect a deliberate exertion of power and control, 

rather than isolated or accidental infractions. Each participant’s actions were evaluated 

within the context of their social standing and professional roles, highlighting the 

intentional nature of their misconduct and systemic advantages that may have facilitated 

such behaviors. It is important to recognize participants had unique career trajectories 

which were influenced by varying social, cultural, and institutional factors. These 

variables play a critical role in terms of shaping opportunities, pressures, and 

justifications that may contribute to sexually-exploitative conduct. Their differing 

backgrounds, ranging from early life experiences and family structures to political 

affiliations and professional milestones provide a nuanced understanding of how 

individual paths intersect with broader societal influences.  
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Given the complexity of these personal and social contexts, careful was paid to 

ensure accuracy and authenticity of data. Information was obtained from a verified 

dataset. By organizing each case within its appropriate context, I explored patterns and 

conclusions involving individual accountability and the influence of systemic structures. 

Scope and Delimitations 

 Participants in this study were adult male politicians over 18 who intentionally 

engaged in sexually-exploitative behaviors through abuse of power and authority. These 

individuals were selected based on documented incidents demonstrating apparent misuse 

of their positions to manipulate or harm others. Participant data were gathered 

incrementally over an extended period, rather than from a single time-bound source. 

Information was not collected through direct interactions or interviews. Instead, it was 

derived from third-party sources such as conviction records, legal documents, published 

court cases, and verified news articles, which provided detailed insights regarding 

participant conduct. 

Limitations 

Qualitative research primarily involves investigating human behaviors, opinions, 

attitudes, beliefs, and lived experiences (Bloomberg & Volpe, 2019). This approach is 

used to explore complex social phenomena through rich and descriptive data. However, 

one of the inherent challenges of qualitative research is data are often subjective and 

interpretive in nature. Researchers must invest critical time analyzing, coding, and 

interpreting responses or documented behaviors to address patterns and themes (Liao & 

Hitchcock, 2018). Due to its subjective qualities, conclusions from qualitative research 
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may vary depending on perspective, biases, or interpretive lenses of researchers (Pratt et 

al., 2020). This poses limitations involving generalizability of findings. Nonetheless, 

qualitative research remains a valuable method for exploring issues that are not easily 

measured using quantitative tools. It is particularly useful for examining sensitive and 

context-specific topics such as social power dynamics, cultural expectations, and personal 

decision-making processes. Despite its limitations, this methodology offered depth and 

flexibility to understand human behaviors in greater detail. In this study, the qualitative 

approach was essential for investigating difficult-to-quantify constructs such as balance 

of power, abuse of authority, and impacts of social norms.  

Significance of the Study 

The focus of this study was to explore social influences of adult male politicians 

who engaged in sexually-exploitative behaviors. By examining this issue in greater depth, 

I sought to achieve a more comprehensive understanding of social influences that 

contribute to such deviant behaviors. These influences include power hierarchies, cultural 

expectations, gender norms, and institutional structures that either enable or fail to 

prevent misconduct. This study builds on previous research by investigating how 

systemic privilege and perceived impunity may foster opportunities for abuse. By doing 

so, I aim to address the complex interplay between authority, masculinity, and 

exploitation and expand the discourse on political misconduct using a sociopsychological 

lens.  
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Summary and Conclusions 

Chapter 1 includes a comprehensive overview of the research and core objectives, 

focusing on social influences that contribute to sexually-exploitative behaviors among 

adult male politicians. I presented the study’s background, articulated the central research 

question, and outlined the study’s purpose within the context of forensic psychology. The 

SCT was introduced to help explain how observable social traits such as power, gender, 

and professional status shape behaviors in hierarchical environments. Chapter 1 included 

definitions of key terms as well as assumptions, scope, delimitations, and limitations 

associated with the qualitative research design. I concluded by emphasizing the 

importance of exploring systemic and sociocultural factors that enable sexual 

misconduct, including institutional complicity and cultural normalization of male 

dominance.  

Chapter 2 includes a review of existing literature. I address the SCT and empirical 

studies on power dynamics, societal expectations, enabling structures, and psychological 

drivers of deviant behavior. These influences offer essential context for understanding 

how and why adult male politicians engage in sexually-exploitative conduct, thereby 

deepening exploration of the central research question.  
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Chapter 2: Literature Review 

Sexually exploitative behavior by adult male politicians results from power 

dynamics, gender expectations, and cultural norms that shape behaviors of these men, 

which must be investigated and addressed if researchers are to combat this problem 

effectively.  

The SCT is an essential framework for analyzing how status attributes affect 

individual behaviors in group contexts. Attributes that affect their perceived status within 

groups affects how they behave. Sexually-exploitative behaviors are often rooted in 

complex social dynamics, with power serving as a prominent catalyst (Page, 1975). 

Inherent power imbalance is a persistent social influence on male politicians engaging in 

sexually exploitative behaviors (Goh et al., 2022). This social framework manifests 

profoundly within professional environments involving politicians. Politicians due to 

their elevated status and authority wield significant influence over their subordinates, 

thereby creating hierarchies and environments that are ripe for sexual exploitation 

(Hancock et al., 2021).  

Power dynamics are characterized by a pronounced sense of entitlement, 

especially among male politicians engaging in sexually-exploitative behaviors. Hancock 

et al. (2021) stated authority granted to these individuals often leads to a dangerous belief 

their actions are beyond reproach. This sense of invulnerability can embolden them to 

engage in predatory behaviors, leveraging their power to manipulate or coerce others for 

personal gain (Franiuk et al., 2020). Such exploitation a symptom of broader societal 

failures to hold power holders accountable adequately. Power dynamics, gender 
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expectations, and cultural norms shape  of male politicians engaging in sexually-

exploitative behaviors.   

One of the most apparent social influences on sexually-exploitative behaviors is 

power imbalance. Politicians often occupy positions of authority, which gives them 

immense power over their subordinates. These power dynamic can create a sense of 

entitlement, where adult men can act with impunity and without repercussions. 

Individuals with high-status characteristics are more likely to act in ways that are 

consistent with their expected roles in groups, while those with lower-status 

characteristics may be more likely to defer to those of higher status (Ray, 2020).    

Another significant social influence on sexually-exploitative behaviors is gender.. 

In many cultures, adult men are socialized to be dominant, aggressive, and sexually-

assertive. These expectations can be reinforced by the media, which often portrays men 

as sexual conquerors who are entitled to women’s bodies. When combined with power, 

these gendered expectations can lead to a sense of entitlement that makes sexually-

exploitative behaviors more likely.  

Finally, cultural norms shape how male politicians behave. Some cultures may 

tolerate or even encourage sexually-exploitative behaviors, mainly when it involves 

powerful men (Delaney, 2021). Sexual harassment and assault in the workplace may be 

dismissed as harmless flirtation or the price women must pay for success (Delaney, 

2021). In such cultures, male politicians may be more likely to engage in sexually-

exploitative behaviors because they know it is challenging to hold them accountable.  
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Chapter 2 contains a literature review with current research involving the research 

question and problem. I discuss sexual exploitation, perceptions of career status,  

perceptions of high-profile sex offenders, and sexual exploitation typologies. The 

problem involved understanding social dynamics of male politicians who engage in 

sexually-exploitative behaviors.  

Literature Search Strategy 

I addressed power dynamics, gender expectations, and cultural norms influencing 

male politicians. I used the following databases: SAGE Journals, EBSCOHost, and 

LexisNexis. I used the following keywords: adult male politicians, sex offenders, sexually 

deviant behavior, power dynamics, high-profile crimes, adult male politicians’ 

perception, and sex offender typologies. Queries yielded limited relevant results. Lack of 

available information constrained scholarly review of this topic.  

Examining power dynamics, gender expectations, and cultural norms surrounding 

male politicians revealed a complex interplay that influences behavior (Peterson et al., 

2024). This literature review highlights the essential search terms: power dynamics, 

gender expectations, and cultural norms, focusing on how these elements contribute to 

male politicians engaging in sexually exploitative behavior. Power differentials are 

critical to the understanding of the unchecked behaviors of politicians who wield 

significant authority (Hancock et al., 2021). The prevalent cultural norms surrounding 

male politicians often establish a façade of invincibility and entitlement (Delaney, 2021). 

Studies indicate that high-profile crimes, particularly those involving sexually deviant 

behavior, are frequently underpinned by these power dynamics, where male politicians 
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exploit their positions for personal gain, often with little fear of repercussions (Veggi & 

Zara, 2023). The cultural narrative that explored how societal expectations surrounding 

masculinity contribute to deviant behaviors, such as sexual exploitation, is under-

researched (Delaney, 2021). Male politicians, under pressure to conform to traditional 

notions of masculinity, may feel compelled to assert dominance, leading to morally 

ambiguous decisions that reinforce harmful cultural norms (Delaney, 2021). This is 

particularly evident in cases of male power dynamics, where politicians who have 

transgressed established moral boundaries often escape accountability due to their 

elevated status (Veggi & Zara, 2023). The intersection of gender expectations and 

cultural norms creates a permissive environment for male politicians, allowing them to 

bend usual ethical standards without facing significant public scrutiny (Delaney, 2021; 

Veggi & Zara, 2023). 

Theoretical Foundation 

The SCT provided a lens for understanding how individual attributes can 

influence group behavior, precisely how specific status characteristics within a group 

affect the overall dynamic (Barnum et al., 2016). Sociologist Joseph Berger and his 

colleagues created the Status Features Theory, which is a subset of Expectation States 

Theory, in the early 1970s (Barnum et al., 2016). It examined how people's judgments of 

socially valued attributes such as ethnicity, gender, and education (known as "status 

characteristics") impact their expectations of competence and, ultimately, establish social 

hierarchies, particularly in task-oriented situations (Barnum et al., 2016). Status features 

theory describes how perceived status inequalities affect group dynamics, resulting in 
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uneven participation, decision-making authority, and influence within a group (Barnum et 

al., 2016).  

This study explored the social dynamics of sexually exploitative behavior by male 

politicians. Power imbalance, driven by status characteristics, enables adult males to take 

the attributes valued by the group and influence perceptions of an individual's status 

(Barnum et al., 2016). These include education, occupation, and age (Barnum et al., 

2016). The theory suggested that individuals with higher status were perceived as having 

higher status within the group, translating into more significant influence in decision-

making and other group activities (Barnum et al., 2016). Status characteristics theory 

(SCT) provided a framework for understanding the dynamics of sexual exploitation and 

its associated societal consequences. This theory considers individuals' various status 

characteristics and how these characteristics shape power dynamics and influence 

behavior within a given social context. The societal response to cases of sexual 

exploitation is influenced by the status characteristics of the individuals, often in 

influential positions like politicians, which provided a means to evade or manipulate 

behavior into sexual exploitation. This study highlighted how status characteristics not 

only shaped the occurrence of sexual exploitation but also how status influenced sexually 

exploitative behavior. 

Similar to sex offender typologies that serve as a comprehensive classification 

system that aids in understanding the diverse characteristics and behaviors of individuals 

who engage in sexual exploitation, this research used SCT to discover possible 

behavioral and motivation patterns (Lim et al., 2021).  In sum, SCT  provided valuable 
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insights into underlying perceptions that influence the social behavior of male politicians 

in their pursuit of power and influence within a group (Franiuk et al., 2020). By 

comprehending these typologies, statuses, and implications, researchers can develop 

effective strategies for analysis. This research addressed the foundation of understanding 

the complex social dynamics and use of power in the opportunistic behavior exhibited by 

these individuals.  

Literature Review 

This qualitative study observed the status of social influences on adult male 

politicians' power differential to engage in exploitative sexual behavior (Franiuk et al., 

2020). Participants were selected randomly from a larger dataset pool for further 

examination to understand themes and characteristics. This chapter's comprehensive 

literature review, approach, and thorough coverage helps answer the study's research 

question. The various research findings, gaps in the literature, and suggestions for follow-

on studies. This literature review section discussed how power dynamics, gender norms, 

and cultural expectations influence male politicians' sexually exploitative behavior.  

Understanding sexual exploitation within the context of gender and perceptions of 

career status is vital to addressing the broader implications of power dynamics of 

specifically male politicians engaging in sexually exploitative behavior. Sexual 

exploitation manifests when individuals leverage their authority or influence to coerce or 

manipulate others into sexual acts, often rooted in systemic gender inequalities that 

permeate various industries (Delaney, 2021; Lloyd, 2013). Gender, as a social construct, 

underscores these disparities, where traditional roles and stereotypes could exacerbate 
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instances of exploitation (Delaney, 2021; Nezu * et al., 2005). Perceptions of career 

status significantly intersect with gender, as societal evaluations of professionalism often 

differ for men and women (Goh et al., 2022). Women in senior positions may be subject 

to scrutiny and collateral judgments about their competence, while men can exploit 

perceived notions of power and entitlement (Ullman, 2022). The impact of sexual 

exploitation extends beyond individual experiences of  organizational cultures, shaping 

perceptions of career opportunities and workplace dynamics. Industries notorious for 

rigid hierarchies, such as politics, often perpetuate cycles of exploitation.  

Page's 1975 paper in Professional Psychology: Research and Practice establishes 

the foundation for comprehending the power dynamics between professionals and deviant 

behaviors and is the source of the material used to support the current study (Page, 1975). 

Little study has been done since closing the knowledge gap of power dynamics between 

professionals and deviant behaviors, specifically male politicians engaging in sexually 

exploitative behavior (Page, 1975).  

Sexual Exploitation 

In recent years, there has been an increasing amount of attention given to the 

social dynamics of sexual exploitation and power struggles involving male politicians. 

This topic intersects with broader discussions on gender dynamics, power relations, and 

ethics in public life (Lloyd, 2013). Similar to the foundational work of Page’s 1975 

article in Professional Psychology: Research and Practice lays the groundwork for 

understanding the power dynamics among professionals and deviant behaviors with 

limited follow on research; (Page, 1975). Moya Lloyd's early works provide valuable 
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insights into the complexities of power and its implications for gender relations and have 

contributed significantly to our understanding of power dynamics in society (Lloyd, 

2013). Four key currents identified in her work highlight different perspectives on power 

and its role in gender relations.  

This perspective highlights the gender power imbalance, illustrating how societal 

structures and norms often prioritize male authority and influence (Lloyd, 2013). By 

examining power dynamics through this lens, one can better understand the implications 

of gender inequality on social, economic, and political levels (Lloyd, 2013). Men have 

historically held more power and influence in various spheres, reinforcing existing 

inequalities (Lloyd, 2013). This unequal distribution of power has shaped social 

structures and norms, perpetuating a system of privilege that favors men over women 

(Lloyd, 2013). The second current introduces the concept of patriarchy, emphasizing the 

power of men over women. Patriarchy is a system of social organization that provided 

privileges for men and subordinates women. This leads to gender-based discrimination 

and oppression (Lloyd, 2013). This also highlights the pervasive influence of male 

dominance in shaping societal power dynamics.  

The third current challenges traditional notions of power by introducing the idea 

of power as "capacity" (Lloyd, 2013).  This perspective emphasizes the agency and 

potential of individuals, particularly women, to wield power. By reframing power as a 

form of capacity, this current offers a more inclusive and equalist interpretation of power 

dynamics (Lloyd, 2013).  
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The fourth and final current views power as "productive," emphasizing its role in 

shaping and influencing social structures and relationships (Lloyd, 2013).  This 

perspective highlights the dynamic and transformative nature of power, underscoring its 

ability to generate change and shape collective outcomes (Lloyd, 2013). .Moya Lloyd's 

early works provide valuable insights into the complexities of power and its implications 

for gender. This theory was expanded by Stewart Page's 1975 research on “Power, 

professionals, and arguments against civil commitments” (Page, 1975).  

The exploitation of women - and sometimes men - by male politicians has been a 

recurring theme in political scandals. It draws scrutiny and condemnation from the public 

and policymakers alike (Armstrong et al., 2018). Politicians often occupy positions of 

authority, which gives them immense power over their subordinates (Hancock et al., 

2021). One of the key factors contributing to the prevalence of sexual exploitation in 

politics is the power dynamic that exists between male politicians and individuals they 

may seek to exploit (Goh et al., 2022; Lloyd, 2013) . As public figures with significant 

influence and authority, politicians often hold positions of power that can be leveraged to 

manipulate or coerce others into engaging in sexual acts (Lloyd, 2013). This power 

dynamic can create a sense of entitlement, where adult men can act with impunity and 

without repercussions (Hancock et al., 2021). This power differential creates an 

environment where exploitation can occur unchecked. The social dynamics of sexual 

exploitation in male politicians is often exacerbated by the culture that surrounds these 

incidents (Goh et al., 2022). 
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  When political figures abuse their power to obtain sexual acts without being 

given permission, it is known as an act of sexual exploitation. This form of sexual 

exploitation involves verbal or nonphysical, paraverbal pressure applied to coerce 

individuals into engaging in sexual acts against their will (Anderson et al., 2024; Sexual 

Exploitation Definition, 2020).  It represented a clear violation of consent and autonomy, 

perpetuating a culture of exploitation and manipulation within political circles (Anderson 

et al., 2024). To verbal pressure, cues such as tone of voice, body language, or other 

subtle forms of communication can also be used to manipulate individuals into engaging 

in unwanted sexual acts (Basra et al., n.d.).  

Gender differences play a significant role in shaping individuals' experiences with 

sexual exploitation. Research has shown that women are more likely to experience sexual 

exploitation in the workplace compared to their male counterparts, who are more likely to 

offend (Daphne Joanna Van der Pas, Loes Aaldering, 2020). Unique challenges exist in 

politics when navigating instances of sexual exploitation and how gender dynamics 

influence these encounters. Historically, women in politics have been subjected to 

various forms of sexual harassment and assault, ranging from unwanted advances to 

explicit threats (Daphne Joanna Van der Pas, Loes Aaldering, 2020). This disparity in 

experiences is further exacerbated by power differentials, with women in positions of 

leadership being particularly vulnerable to exploitation (Daphne Joanna Van der Pas, 

Loes Aaldering, 2020). Gender stereotypes and traditional gender roles often shape the 

way sexual misconduct is perceived and addressed in political settings. Women may be 

dismissed or discredited when reporting incidents of harassment, perpetuating a culture of 
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silence and impunity (Daphne Joanna Van der Pas, Loes Aaldering, 2020). Male 

politicians, on the other hand, may face less scrutiny and consequences for their actions, 

reinforcing a patriarchal system that protects offenders over people (Hancock et al., 

2021). 

Perceptions of Career Status 

Male politicians hold positions of power and authority, often shaping public 

perceptions of their career status (Clarke et al., 2022). However, when male politicians 

are accused of sex crimes, these perceptions can shift dramatically. The way society 

views these individuals can be influenced by various factors, including their political 

affiliation, public image, and the nature of the allegations against them (Clarke et al., 

2022). One aspect that impacts perceptions of male politicians accused of sex crimes is 

their career status (Clarke et al., 2022). If a well-respected and high-ranking politician is 

accused of such crimes, the public may find it challenging to reconcile the allegations 

with the individual's perceived status (Clarke et al., 2022). The lower the individual's 

career status, the less societal shock surrounding the allegations. This distinction 

highlights the impact of career status on perceptions of male politicians accused of sex 

crimes (Clarke et al., 2022).  

Perceptions of career can shape how people interpret and react to allegations of 

sexual assault, particularly when the accused or the people is associated with a particular 

political party (Goh et al., 2022; Mbuqe, 2021). This influence can be seen in the way 

that different political groups respond to high-profile cases of sexual assault, such as the 

accusations against male politicians or public figures (Clarke et al., 2022). Research has 
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shown that individuals are more likely to believe and support allegations of sexual assault 

when the accused belongs to a political party that they do not support (Jones, 2019). In 

these cases, individuals may be more willing to overlook any potential inconsistencies in 

the accuser's story or evidence that may cast doubt on the allegations (Jones, 2019). This 

bias can lead to a rush to judgment and a disregard for due process, as individuals 

prioritize their political allegiance over the need for a fair and impartial investigation 

(Williams, 2018). 

Childhood abuse often emerges as a standard feature in the backgrounds of 

individuals who commit sexual offenses. Research consistently indicates a strong 

correlation between childhood abuse experiences, particularly sexual abuse, and 

subsequent engagement in such criminal activities (Grady et al., 2019). People of 

childhood abuse often internalize the trauma, leading to a distorted sense of boundaries, 

power, and control (Grady et al., 2019).  This distorted perception can manifest in 

sexually aggressive behavior later in life, perpetuating a vicious cycle of abuse (Grady et 

al., 2019).  

Perceptions of High-Profile Sex Offenders 

High-profile sexual offenders, such as adult male politicians involved in sexual 

exploitation, have consistently drawn significant attention in public and the media, 

igniting intricate discussions surrounding the crimes and societal views of their actions 

(Cook, 2023).  

In recent years, high-profile cases involving figures such as Harvey Weinstein and 

Jeffrey Epstein have stirred a significant societal reckoning regarding sexual misconduct 
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and the abuse of power. These cases have illuminated the pervasive nature of such 

offenses, catalyzed global movements, and ignited discussions around accountability, 

justice, and the systemic issues that allow such behavior to persist.  

Harvey Weinstein, once a titan of the film industry, was accused of numerous 

instances of sexual harassment and assault, allegations that finally culminated in his 

conviction in 2020 (Hurtado, 2022). His case was not merely an account of one man's 

misconduct but a rallying point for the MeToo movement (Hurtado, 2022). This 

movement empowered countless of individuals to share their stories, fostering an 

environment where silence was increasingly deemed unacceptable (Hurtado, 2022). It 

signaled a broader societal shift away from complicity and toward a demand for 

accountability at all levels, particularly in industries historically rife with abuses of power 

(Hurtado, 2022). 

Similarly, the exposure of Jeffrey Epstein's extensive network of exploitation 

revealed not only individual moral failings but also systemic failures within institutions 

that should protect the vulnerable (Ray, 2020). Epstein's connections with high-profile 

personalities and his ability to elude justice for years raised profound questions about 

privilege, power, and the complicity of an elite society (Ray, 2020). The public outcry 

following his eventual arrest and subsequent death further galvanized a desire for change, 

placing renewed pressure on lawmakers and institutions to address the inadequacies in 

the handling of sexual violence and trafficking cases (Ray, 2020).  

Exploring perceptions surrounding the sexually exploitative behavior of adult 

male politicians revealed deeply ingrained societal attitudes toward sexual crimes and 
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their perpetrators. By exploring the perceptions surrounding adult male politicians' 

sexually exploitative behavior, we can better understand the broader societal attitudes 

towards sexual crimes and the offenders behind them (Ray, 2020).  

At the core of this exploration is the understanding that sexual exploitation is a 

manifestation of broader systemic issues, including power dynamics, gender inequality, 

and societal silence. Politicians, as public figures, are frequently scrutinized, yet their 

exploitative actions can sometimes be excused, minimized, or overlooked, highlighting a 

troubling tendency to normalize such behavior (Ecott et al., 2020).  Society attitudes 

towards these incidents are often polarized. This discourse reflects wider societal 

attitudes that often prioritize the reputation of influential men over the well-being of 

peoples, perpetuating a cycle where male politicians engaging in sexually exploitative 

behavior remain underreported and unpunished (Edwards & Alm, 2023).  

A belief is that high-profile sex offenders, like adult male politicians, often escape 

the consequences of their actions due to their wealth, power, and influence (Goh et al., 

2022). By critically examining the perceptions surrounding politically motivated sexual 

exploitation, identification of these patterns and biases can occur. Ultimately, this 

exploration encourages a reevaluation of societal attitudes towards sexual crimes, urging 

a collective move towards a more equitable and just narrative that rejects exploitation in 

all its forms (Goh et al., 2022). 

The perception that high-profile sex offenders often escape accountability due to 

their wealth, power, and influence is a deeply rooted belief in society. Figures such as 

adult male politicians often escape the consequences of their actions due to their wealth, 
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power, and influence (Goh et al., 2022).  Goh et al. (2022) highlight how the 

manipulation of legal avenues can allow male politicians engaging in sexually 

exploitative behavior to evade consequences for their predatory behavior (Goh et al., 

2022).  The case of Harvey Weinstein serves as a poignant example of this phenomenon 

(Hurtado, 2022). Critics argue that Weinstein's longstanding position in the entertainment 

industry enabled him to elude accountability for his egregious actions for many years 

(Hurtado, 2022). Cook (2023) notes that his wealth and influence facilitated a culture of 

silence and complicity, where people felt disempowered in the face of his status (Cook, 

2023). The systemic flaws inherent in the justice system become exposed in the context 

of such high-profile cases, where the consequences of sexual misconduct seem to fall 

unevenly upon those without similar resources. 

Armstrong et al. (2018) and DiBennardo (2018) expound on the notion that the 

judicial system appears slanted towards those with power, resulting in a culture of fear 

and intimidation among potential people  (Cook, 2023). This imbalance evokes a broader 

societal concern over the efficacy of legal recourse for marginalized individuals 

encountering sexual violence (Cook, 2023). This perception stems from the observation 

that these individuals can manipulate the justice system, avoid retribution, and continue 

in predatory behaviors without facing repercussions (Armstrong et al., 2018; 

DiBennardo, 2018). High-profile sex offenders, such as adult male politicians involved in 

sexual exploitation, are frequently perceived as deviant individuals who operate outside 

societal norms (Armstrong et al., 2018). This viewpoint contributes to the stigmatization 

of sex offenders, complicating their efforts to reintegrate into society after completing 
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their sentences (Cucolo & Perlin, 2013; Goh et al., 2022). Despite these negative 

perceptions, it is crucial to acknowledge that high-profile sex offenders and politicians 

are complex individuals with diverse motivations and experiences. This understanding 

fosters a more nuanced perspective on the factors that lead to sexual exploitation  

(Anderson et al., 2024; Sexual Exploitation Definition, 2020).  

The perceptions surrounding high-profile sex offenders, such as adult male 

politicians involved in sexual exploitation, are intricate and shaped by various societal 

influences. By critically analyzing these views, we can gain deeper insights into our 

attitudes toward sexual offenses and strive to build a more just and compassionate society 

(Delaney, 2021).  

Attachment theory suggested that the quality of childhood experiences influences 

an individual's capacity to form healthy relationships and set appropriate social 

boundaries (Grady et al., 2019). Those with insecure attachment styles, particularly 

anxious-ambivalent and avoidant types, often face challenges in maintaining healthy 

relationships and boundaries (Grady et al., 2019). As a result, they may resort to 

manipulation and aggression, including sexual offenses, as misguided attempts to meet 

their emotional needs (Grady et al., 2019). 

Psychopathy, a personality disorder marked by a lack of empathy, remorse, and 

superficial charm, is another significant contributor to sexual offenses (Grady et al., 

2019). Individuals with psychopathy have a compromised moral compass and frequently 

overlook the rights and well-being of others (Grady et al., 2019). Their inherent inability 

to empathize allows them to engage in sexually exploitative behaviors without feelings of 
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guilt or concern for their people (Grady et al., 2019). Research indicates that psychopathy 

increases the likelihood of reoffending, making this personality trait a critical component 

in understanding sexually exploitative behavior (Grady et al., 2019). 

Sexual Exploitation Typologies 

Sexual exploitation can be categorized into various typologies that delineate the 

different behaviors and methods utilized to exploit individuals for sexual gain (Baúto et 

al., 2021).  Understanding these typologies is essential for recognizing the diverse 

manifestations of sexual exploitation present in society and for developing effective 

interventions. Scholarly literature classifies these typologies into specific subtypes, 

considering factors such as the nature of the exploitation, the dynamics between the 

people and the perpetrator, and the particular context in which the exploitation occurs 

(Baúto et al., 2021). 

One prevalent category is commercial sexual exploitation, which encompasses 

activities like prostitution, pornography, and sex trafficking (Lussier & McCuish, 2020). 

This category involves the exchange of sexual services for money, goods, or other 

advantages (Lussier & McCuish, 2020). Another category is grooming, where offenders 

manipulate and cultivate relationships with people to exploit them sexually (Jeglic & 

Winters, 2024). Grooming frequently occurs online, targeting vulnerable individuals such 

as children or adolescents (Jeglic & Winters, 2024). 

A third category is familial sexual exploitation, which refers to sexual abuse or 

exploitation occurring within families, close relationships, or among coworkers who have 

easy access to the people (Vara-Horna et al., 2023). This type is often marked by a power 
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imbalance, resulting in long-lasting psychological and emotional damage for the victim. 

(Goh et al., 2022). Additional categories include institutional sexual exploitation, where 

individuals in positions of authority exploit those under their care or influence. Other 

typologies include institutional sexual exploitation, where individuals in positions of 

authority exploit vulnerable people, and street-based sexual exploitation, where 

individuals engage in sexual activities in public spaces for survival or financial gain (Goh 

et al., 2022). 

A fourth category is grooming, which employs a variety of manipulative 

techniques to control and exploit people, ranging from flattery and bribes to threats and 

coercion (Jeglic & Winters, 2024). One common method used by sexual groomers is 

flattery, where they shower their people with praise, attention, and compliments to gain 

their trust and affection (Jeglic & Winters, 2024). By making the people feel special and 

valued, groomers create a false sense of intimacy and closeness, making it easier to 

manipulate them into complying with their demands (Jeglic & Winters, 2024). This tactic 

preys on the people’s  vulnerabilities and insecurities, making them more susceptible to 

manipulation (Jeglic & Winters, 2024). In addition to flattery, groomers may use bribes 

or incentives to lure their people into compliance (Jeglic & Winters, 2024).  This could 

involve offering gifts, money, or other material rewards in exchange for sexual favors or 

cooperation (Jeglic & Winters, 2024). Adult male politicians are often imbued with a 

certain degree of power and influence due to their occupational positions and societal 

status, which allow them to groom people around them (Ecott et al., 2020).   
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By exploiting the people’s  desires or needs, groomers create a sense of 

indebtedness and obligation, making it difficult for the people to resist or refuse their 

advances (Jeglic & Winters, 2024).  Sexual groomers may resort to threats and 

intimidation to maintain control over their people. This could involve using psychological 

coercion, blackmail, or even physical violence to instill fear and compliance advances 

(Jeglic & Winters, 2024).  By creating a climate of fear and powerlessness, groomers 

ensure that their people remain silent and submissive, allowing them to continue their 

abusive behavior and unchecked advances (Jeglic & Winters, 2024).   

Summary and Conclusions 

Sexually exploitative behavior by adult male politicians is a complicated and 

deeply rooted societal issue that cannot be attributed to any singular or definitive cause 

(Page, 1975). Sexual offenses, including sexually exploitative behavior—which involves 

intentional acts of sexual abuse, coercion, manipulation, or the misuse of authority and 

influence over another individual represent some of the most egregious and harmful 

violations of ethical conduct in public life (Sexual Exploitation Definition, 2020). These 

offenses often reflect a complex interplay between personal pathology and systemic 

enablers. Understanding the social influences that drive such behaviors is critical to 

developing effective evaluation strategies and preventive interventions. Social, 

psychological, and institutional factors all play a role in shaping attitudes, normalizing 

abuse, and influencing the behavior of individuals in powerful positions. As such, a 

comprehensive understanding of sexual exploitation, including societal perceptions, 

offender characteristics, and the typologies of exploitative conduct, is essential for 
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accurately identifying patterns of abuse and creating informed responses (Franiuk et al., 

2020; Lloyd, 2013). 

The central problem addressed by this research is to understand social influences 

of adult male politicians who engage in sexually exploitative behavior. Specifically, this 

study examined how power dynamics, culturally embedded gender expectations, and 

institutional norms collectively shape the behavior of men in political authority (Dillard 

& Beaujolais, 2019; Page, 1975). These structural and cultural factors help to sustain 

environments where exploitation is enabled, tolerated, or overlooked. 

This chapter discussed key components of the literature on sexual exploitation, 

including public perceptions of career status, the framing of high-profile sex offenders, 

and a classification of sexual exploitation typologies. These discussions provide a 

foundational context for exploring systemic risk factors and behavioral motivators. The 

following chapter will introduce the central research question, describe the theoretical 

framework used to guide the analysis, and present the research design, including 

methodological tools, participant selection strategies, and qualitative data analysis 

processes employed in this study.   
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Chapter 3: Research Method 

This study explored the social dynamics of sexually exploitative behavior by male 

politicians. This chapter illustrated research questions and the theoretical framework of 

the social influences of adult male politicians who engage in sexually exploitative 

behavior. Chapter 2 included an in-depth review of the literature on sexual exploitation 

typologies, perceptions of high-profile sex offenders, and perceptions of career status. 

This chapter provided an overview of the research methods and design, the role of the 

researcher, the research tools used, the participant selection strategy, and the data 

collection and analysis that were reviewed.  

Research Design and Rationale 

The overarching research question was:  

What are the social influences of adult male politicians who engage in sexually 

exploitative behavior? 

The methodology of this study is derived from qualitative research that examined 

the social determinants of adult male politicians engaging in sexual exploitation. The data 

from this study were processed using the status characteristics theory (SCT) (Barnum et 

al., 2016). The status characteristics theory traces its origins back to the social learning 

theory (SLT). al. (2016) showed that decision-making is transformed into performance 

predictions and forms insights into the behavior of individuals within a group (Barnum et 

al., 2016). 

Eloir et al. (2020) stated that “health, life events, the relational sphere, and the 

judicial and prison sphere” determine life trajectories. The underlying social influences 
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that lead to the emergence of opportunities for sexually exploitative behavior among 

adult male politicians remain largely unexplored. 

This study explored the social dynamics of sexually exploitative behavior by male 

politicians. The direct relationship between social determinants and the prevalence of 

sexual exploitation were assessed. This study examined a data set of adult male 

politicians who abuse their power. Information that were collected included social 

aspects, including marital status, profession duration, age, and race. These factors provide 

themes that may be associated with sexual exploitative behavior.  

For this study, data set exploration was conducted on 24 verified adult male 

politicians. Mwita’s five factors that lead to data saturation are pre-defined codes, 

themes, sample size, and relevance of research subjects (Mwita, 2022). Determining the 

relevance of research subjects involves analyzing several factors such as career, age, race, 

social status, and offense types within a larger dataset of participants. The selection 

protocols incorporate the verification of male gender, career prominence, sexual 

exploitative behavior, type of scandal, and social influence details as listed in the dataset. 

The information were examined and organized into categories based on distinct themes 

found in the dataset, utilizing deductive reasoning and NVIVO software. The outcome of 

this analysis provided insight into the categories and typologies of sexually exploitative 

behavior exhibited by adult male politicians. Ultimately, this research aims to answer the 

research question of how social influences contribute to the occurrence of sexually 

exploitative behavior among adult male politicians. 
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Role of the Researcher 

The objective of the researcher in this study is to collect data and investigate the 

impact of social factors. This research methodology allows the researcher to accurately 

identify patterns that contribute to the manipulative behavior of adult male politicians 

involved in sexual exploitation. Limitations in understanding the frameworks surrounding 

sex offenders in communities, including the influence of gender, race, age, and 

scandalous sex offenders, highlight the constraints imposed by focusing on specific 

groups (Woodward, 2009). By examining these power dynamics and societal 

expectations, recognition of patterns of sexually exploitative behavior among adult male 

politicians could be discovered.  

The researcher must maintain an active role while utilizing the dataset, carefully 

selecting valuable information for the study and discarding data that does not meet the 

research criteria. By practicing reflexivity, the researcher can establish the credibility of 

the study concerning manipulative behavior exhibited by adult male politicians involved 

in sexual exploitation (Yin, 2018). Through this approach, a thorough exploration of the 

dataset on social influences of adult male politicians engaging in sexually exploitative 

behavior were successfully conducted. The researcher's task involves examining the data 

to uncover social factors facilitating sexually exploitative conduct among adult male 

politicians. This process can reveal power dynamics and societal norms within their 

professional environment that contribute to creating opportunities for such behavior. The 

researcher remains vigilant in avoiding personal biases, preconceptions, or experiences 
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that could potentially impact the study outcomes and actively listens without imposing 

their beliefs during the research analysis.  

Methodology 

Participant Selection Logic 

The participants in this study include up to 24 adult male politicians who have 

been accused or convicted of a sexual scandal. The participants were selected from an 

approved data set named Men, Sex, Power Final Data created by Dr. Eric Hickey. The 

used data set is unpublished and included professionals such as Athletes, Military 

Personnel, Religious Leaders, CEOs, Entertainers, and Politicians. Scandals include 

actions such as facilitating the involvement of another person in prostitution, willful 

adultery, capturing, sharing, or taking identifiable images of private sexual acts and/or the 

intimate body parts (such as genitals, groin, breasts, or buttocks) of another person, 

permitting third parties to witness private sexual acts, engaging in voyeurism, and/or 

knowingly or negligently subjecting another person to a substantial risk of contracting 

sexually transmitted infections, including HIV.  This research focused on adult male 

politicians; therefore, all other professionals were eliminated. This research is focused on 

participants who engage in sexually exploitative behavior; therefore, willful scandals 

such as affairs or prostitution activities were excluded.  

The importance of this sampling type allows the researcher to gain a deeper 

understanding of the societal implications, potential biases, and methodological 

considerations surrounding the research question. A critical aspect of this research is the 

need to consider the observable traits of individual participants to identify similarities and 
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patterns that may shed light on underlying causes. In situations where individuals hold a 

higher perceived status due to their social skills, attractiveness, or public figure status, 

they may exploit the power differential to engage in inappropriate behavior (Franiuk et 

al., 2020).  These factors can all contribute to shaping the experiences and attitudes of an 

individual and will, therefore, have implications for how they approach and engage in 

sexually exploitative behaviors. For this research, 24 adult male politicians were explored 

using Mwita’s five factors that lead to data saturation (Mwita, 2022).  

Data Collection 

This data set were used with Dr. Hickey’s permission. Participants were chosen 

based on selection criteria which include male gender, age (over the age of 18), the 

profession of a politician, and scandal or offense being sexually exploitive. This data 

were explored to identify patterns and themes contributing to understanding the research 

questions. Consent is obtained through the IRB approval for use and Dr. Hickey's data set 

release.  

Data Analysis Plan 

Utilizing the NVIVO Research tool to help organize, study, and explore the large 

dataset provided a comprehensive view of the research question. One of the core features 

of NVIVO is its ability to organize data into hierarchical structures. Researchers can 

create nodes to represent key themes or ideas from their data and subdivide them into 

sub-nodes to represent more specific concepts. This hierarchical structure allows 

researchers to explore the data more nuancedly and identify patterns and relationships 

that may have gone unnoticed. This research is aimed at answering social influences that 
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provide adult male politicians the opportunity to engage in sexually exploitative behavior. 

The social influences being explored are profession, power, societal norms, and gender.  

Results of the research and outcomes produced by NVIVO can be particularly 

useful in exploring cases of sexual exploitation and identifying how people are targeted 

and manipulated. Qualitative content analysis, also known as Thematic Content Analysis 

(TCA), aims to identify pattern identification  . The first step were to become familiar 

with the provided dataset at a high level, noting any first impressions and verifying 

participant qualifications. The next few steps involve generating initial codes, generating 

themes, and reviewing themes. These three steps rely on  NVIVO outputs, which leads to 

the next step of  defining and naming the theme results. The final step were to create the 

final report of findings.    

Issues of Trustworthiness 

This qualitative study utilizes a variety of disciplines to gather detailed 

information on adult male politicians involved in sexually exploitative behavior, with a 

specific focus on understanding power dynamics. One of the main challenges in 

qualitative research is ensuring trustworthiness. Pratt et al. (2020) highlight the 

importance of transparency in avoiding distrust and ensuring the data's validity. 

Reliability is crucial in qualitative research and can be achieved by addressing four key 

criteria: dependability, credibility, transferability, and confirmability.  

Dependability 

Dependability entails having consistent and stable data over time. It refers to the 

extent to which research results stay dependable and constant over time (Liao & 
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Hitchcock, 2018). Maintaining dependability can be challenging as data collection 

methods are subjective and can be influenced by biases and perspectives. An audit trail is 

an effective strategy to improve dependability (Liao & Hitchcock, 2018). An audit trail 

involves documenting all procedures and decisions made during data collection to ensure 

traceability and identify potential sources of error (Liao & Hitchcock, 2018). This 

research explores a transparent dataset reduced to only adult male politicians involved in 

sexually exploitative behavior, with a specific focus on understanding power dynamics, 

allowing the audience to understand how the data and findings were derived (Urban & 

van Eeden-Moorefield, 2018). 

Credibility 

Establishing credibility is crucial in research as researchers rely on their presence 

and interactions with participants to gather and comprehend data. Biases, subjective 

interpretations, and individual experiences can impact data interpretation, affecting the 

credibility of the results (Liao & Hitchcock, 2018). The utilization of triangulation to 

mitigate credibility concerns. By employing triangulation, which involves utilizing 

diverse data sources and methods, researchers can validate their findings, thus enhancing 

the research's credibility (Liao & Hitchcock, 2018). It is essential to summarize all 

collected information to ensure its accuracy (Burkholder et al., 2022).  

Transferability 

Transferability is the extent to which research findings can be applied to different 

settings outside the original study (Liao & Hitchcock, 2018). It involves the researcher 

identifying study participants, collecting data on their experiences, ensuring that 
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information on these experiences is detailed enough for the research hypothesis, and 

identifying common characteristics in the results (Peterson, 2019). Transferability can be 

problematic due to small sample sizes and subjective data collection methods (Liao & 

Hitchcock, 2018). This research reduced transferability by detailing the research context, 

selective participants, and data collection procedures. This allows findings to be more 

easily applied to other contexts and situations in future research (Liao & Hitchcock, 

2018). 

Confirmability 

Maintaining confirmability can pose challenges due to the potential influence of 

the researcher on data collection and analysis. It is crucial to practice reflexivity, which 

involves critically examining one's beliefs, experiences, and values to identify any biases 

that may affect the research process (Liao & Hitchcock, 2018). Ensuring confirmability 

in research involves interpreting data without personal bias, focusing solely on the 

collected data. This can be challenging due to the researcher's potential influence on data 

collection and analysis. Practicing reflexivity by critically examining one's beliefs, 

experiences, and values can help identify and address biases that may affect the research 

process (Liao & Hitchcock, 2018). To uphold transparency and credibility in my 

research, established specific criteria for participation in a dataset focused on adult male 

politicians engaged in sexually exploitative behavior, placing particular emphasis on 

understanding power dynamics. This study obeyed Walden University's standards, 

guidelines, and expectations for quality. 
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Ethical Procedures 

Ethical procedures dictate that studies are planned, conducted, and reported in a 

manner that guarantees scientific precision. This involves using appropriate data 

collection and analysis methods, minimizing biases, and accurately reporting results to 

ensure both integrity and validity in research findings (Allsop et al., 2022). Adhering to 

ethical standards is especially important in qualitative research, where interpretation 

plays a significant role and sensitive topics are often explored. The most crucial aspect of 

research involving participants is protecting their information and maintaining 

confidentiality at all stages of the study. For this research, participants were chosen from 

a pre-approved secondary dataset specifically focused on adult male politicians involved 

in sexually exploitative behavior. To ensure privacy and comply with ethical guidelines, 

each participant was assigned a random numerical identifier. These identifiers were used 

consistently throughout the analysis and reporting process to preserve their anonymity 

and prevent the disclosure of any personally identifiable information. All data was 

securely stored, and access was limited to authorized individuals involved in the study. 

These procedures helped ensure that the research was conducted with respect for 

individual rights and in accordance with institutional review board (IRB) protocols, 

further reinforcing the credibility and ethical soundness of the study. 

Summary 

Chapter 3 addressed the research methods, analysis plan, research questions, and 

theoretical framework that guided this qualitative study. The chapter detailed the 

application of the SCT as a lens for interpreting how observable traits such as power, 
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status, and gender influence behavior. It also provided an overview of the researcher’s 

role in maintaining objectivity and reflexivity during data interpretation. The tools used 

for analysis, including NVivo software, were described along with the participant 

selection strategy, which drew from verified datasets and case profiles. Chapter 3 further 

outlined the data collection and thematic content analysis procedures. Building on this 

foundation, Chapter 4 discussed the findings that emerged during data analysis, 

presenting the core themes and patterns identified across participant cases.  

 

  



42 

 

Chapter 4: Results 

In this qualitative study, the purpose was to explore the social influences of adult 

male politicians who engage in sexually exploitative behavior. This behavior can 

manifest in several ways, including sexual harassment, assault, and misconduct. The 

social influences that contribute to this behavior are complex and multifaceted. Research 

showed how the role of power, gender, and cultural norms shapes the behavior of male 

professionals, understanding the social influences of adult male politicians who engage in 

sexually exploitative behavior. Demonstrates the power and opportunity to engage in 

sexual exploitative behavior to commit offenses. 

Research Question 

What are the social influences of adult male politicians who engage in sexually 

exploitative behavior? 

This qualitative study explored the social dynamics of sexually exploitative 

behavior by male politicians. The direct relationship between social determinants and the 

prevalence of sexual exploitation was assessed. This study examined a data set of adult 

male politicians who abuse their power. Information collected included social aspects, 

including marital status, profession duration, age, and race. These factors provided 

themes that may be associated with sexual exploitative behavior.  

For this study, data set exploration was conducted on 24 verified adult male 

politicians. Mwita identifies five factors that lead to data saturation: predefined codes, 

themes, sample size, and the relevance of research subjects (Mwita, 2022). Determining 

the relevance of research subjects involves analyzing numerous factors such as career, 
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age, race, social status, and offense types within a larger dataset of participants. The 

selection protocols incorporated the verification of male gender, career prominence, 

sexual exploitative behavior, type of scandal, and social influence details as listed in the 

dataset. The information was studied and organized into categories based on distinct 

themes found in the dataset, utilizing deductive reasoning and NVIVO software. The 

outcome of this analysis provided insights into the categories and typologies of sexually 

exploitative behavior exhibited by adult male politicians. Ultimately, this research aimed 

to answer the research question of how social influences contribute to the occurrence of 

sexually exploitative behavior among adult male politicians. 

Chapter 4 of this research study outlined six major categories crucial to 

understanding the research process and its findings. The first section explored the steps to 

ensure confidentiality and privacy for all participants. Moving on to the second section, 

the focus shifts towards the demographics of the cases selected for the research. This 

included analyzing factors such as age, gender, occupation, and any other relevant 

demographic information that sheds light on the characteristics of the sample population. 

Sections three and four detail the data collection methods utilized in the research and the 

subsequent analysis of the data collected. This included data processing techniques and 

how the findings were derived from the information gathered. The fifth section explored 

the trustworthiness of the research process. This involved assessing the level of 

transparency in the study, addressing any potential sources of bias, and ensuring the 

reliability and validity of the research outcomes. Lastly, the closing section 

comprehensively summarizes all the findings and conclusions drawn from the research. 
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This included a recap of the key results, the answers to the research question, and 

implications and recommendations from the study. 

Chapter 4 served as a crucial component of this research study, providing a 

comprehensive overview of the research process and its findings. Through careful 

examination of the settings, demographics, data collection, analysis, trustworthiness, and 

results, this chapter offers a comprehensive insight into the research conducted.  

Settings 

In political settings, gender stereotypes and traditional roles often influence how 

sexual misconduct is perceived and addressed. Conversely, male politicians may 

encounter less scrutiny and consequences, upholding a patriarchal system that prioritizes 

offenders over people (Clarke et al., 2022).  The power and authority male politicians 

hold in shaping public perceptions of their career status contribute to the complexities of 

addressing sexual offenses within this context. High-profile cases involving male 

politicians engaged in sexual exploitation garner significant public and media attention, 

sparking intricate debates on the crimes and societal perspectives (Goh et al., 2022; 

Mbuqe, 2021).   

These environmental factors within political settings underscore the significance 

of addressing gender biases and power differentials in the interpretation and response to 

incidents of sexual misconduct. By acknowledging and challenging these personal and 

organizational conditions, research and policymakers can work towards creating a more 

equitable and just system that prioritizes the support and protection of people while 

holding offenders accountable for their actions. 
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My research utilizes data derived from Dr. Hickey's dataset titled "Men, Sex, 

Power Final Data." This dataset was initially developed prior to Dr. Hickey's tenure at 

Walden University and forms part of his broader, ongoing scholarly investigation into the 

sociological and criminological aspects of sex crimes. The development of this dataset 

was grounded in meticulous data collection and compilation efforts. Dr. Hickey's 

methodology involved aggregating information from multiple sources. The dataset 

encompasses demographic information, offense characteristics, contextual factors, and 

recidivism data to elucidate patterns and predictors within this domain. The compilation 

process entailed rigorous validation to ensure data accuracy and reliability. The dataset 

represented a comprehensive and systematically curated resource that enables nuanced 

analysis of the behavioral, social, and forensic factors associated with sex crimes, 

contributing valuable insights to both research and clinical understanding of these 

complex issues. 

By randomizing the case studies from a provided dataset, an established secure 

environment for data collection was formed. Once data saturation was reached with 24 

participants, the research proceeded systematically and controlled, ensuring 

comprehensive and diverse perspectives were presented. Randomization techniques 

further bolstered the credibility and reliability of the findings. 

Demographics 

The study conducted on 24 politicians involved in sexual exploitative crimes 

revealed a disturbing pattern of behaviors including pornography, rape, sexual assault, 

sexual harassment, solicitation, and voyeurism. The participants remained anonymous 
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and were selected based on their political careers and involvement in involuntary sexual 

acts. Included criteria were gender, age, and political affiliation, while omitting details 

related to religion, childhood, or primary education. The results underscore the 

prevalence of deviant sexual behavior among individuals in positions of power, raising 

questions about the intersection of politics and personal morality. 

Data Collection 

.The study aimed to delve into patterns, themes, and insights surrounding 

individuals with a background in political misconduct or social influences without 

requiring additional data collection. Utilizing the NVIVO analysis tool, 24 case profiles 

were created from the dataset to highlight key elements that inform an understanding of 

the case. For this study, the participants include up to 24 adult male politicians who have 

been accused or convicted of scandals of a sexual nature.  

The significance of this sampling strategy lies in unraveling societal implications, 

biases, and methodological considerations related to the research question. By examining 

individual participants, research identified commonalities and patterns, shedding light on 

the underlying causes. Noteworthy factors like perceived social status, power, or public 

figure status can contribute to the likelihood of engaging in sexually exploitative 

behaviors. 

Data Analysis 

IRB approval (06-13-25-0474288) has been secured to ensure ethical compliance. 

Ethical considerations include maintaining confidentiality, mitigating power imbalances, 

and safeguarding participant privacy through secure storage and de-identification of data. 
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Recruitment was limited to existing data set information, minimizing any risk to 

information gathering. Strict adherence to confidentiality and data security protocols 

were used addressing privacy concerns. 

This study explored four key themes: Sexual Exploitation, Perceptions of Career 

Status, Perceptions of High-Profile Sex Offenders, and Sexual Exploitation Typologies. 

Analyzing these connections highlighted social influences that shape the behavior of 

adult male politicians involved in sexual exploitation. This qualitative research drew from 

multiple disciplines to understand power dynamics and behavioral motives, focusing on 

participants who engaged in sexually exploitative acts. Data analysis was conducted 

using NVIVO software, facilitating in-depth thematic exploration of the phenomena to 

investigate what are the social influences of adult male politicians who engage in 

sexually exploitative behavior. 

Evidence of Trustworthiness 

Trustworthiness in qualitative research was essential to ensure the findings were 

valid, rigorous, and ethically sound when exploring sensitive and complex issues like 

power dynamics and sexually exploitative behavior among adult male politicians. This 

study adhered to the four key criteria of trustworthiness as outlined by Bloomberg and 

Volpe (2019): credibility, transferability, dependability, and confirmability. Credibility 

was achieved through detailed thematic analysis and triangulation of data. Transferability 

was supported by providing rich descriptions of context and participant characteristics. 

Dependability involved maintaining an audit trail of the research process, while 
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confirmability ensured that findings were rooted in the data and not researcher 

bias.(Bloomberg & Volpe, 2019).  

Credibility 

Credibility was established through triangulation using a well-established 

secondary dataset (Liao & Hitchcock, 2018). This approach involved cross-verifying data 

by comparing information from multiple sources within the dataset, including conviction 

records, court publications, and news articles. By drawing from diverse, corroborated 

documentation, the study minimized the influence of any single biased or incomplete 

account. Patterns were validated by examining recurring themes and consistencies across 

multiple participant cases, which helped ensure that conclusions were not based on 

isolated incidents but rather on widely observed behaviors. This methodological rigor 

reduced potential researcher bias and increased confidence in the findings, strengthening 

the study's trustworthiness. 

NVivo software supported systematic coding and data organization by allowing 

the researcher to assign consistent labels to emerging themes. Its capacity for hierarchical 

structuring and keyword analysis further ensured that interpretations remained grounded 

in the evidence rather than subjective assumptions (David B. Allsop et al., 2022). By 

providing a structured analytic environment, NVivo allowed for transparent 

documentation of the coding process, making it easier to replicate or audit the findings. 

This multi-pronged strategy for ensuring credibility aligns with best practices in 

qualitative research and was essential in reinforcing the study’s integrity and reliability 

(Bloomberg & Volpe, 2019). 



49 

 

Transferability 

Transferability was supported by providing rich, contextual detail regarding the 

research setting, including participant selection criteria, political status, and the nature of 

offenses. These descriptions allowed others to evaluate the applicability of the findings to 

similar populations or settings. By clearly outlining the inclusion criteria, such as adult 

male politicians over the age of 18 who had engaged in sexually exploitative behavior, 

this study ensured transparency in the population being examined. Detailed information 

about participants’ roles within the political hierarchy, the social context of their offenses, 

and the legal or institutional outcomes was documented. This in-depth description 

enables readers to make informed judgments about whether the findings might be 

relevant in other sociopolitical or institutional contexts (Liao & Hitchcock, 2018). 

To further enhance transferability, the research included detailed accounts of the 

data sources used conviction records, court documents, and media reports ensuring that 

the social and professional contexts were appropriately represented. The demographic 

and professional backgrounds of participants, including race, age, and career trajectory, 

were also captured to reflect the diversity within the sample (Hickey, Eric, 2022). This 

level of contextualization aligns with qualitative best practices by providing the necessary 

“thick description” that allows readers to assess the extent to which study findings 

resonate with similar cases or environments (Bloomberg & Volpe, 2019; Pratt et al., 

2020). 
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Dependability 

Dependability was addressed through comprehensive documentation of research 

procedures, coding strategies, and methodological decisions (Liao & Hitchcock, 2018). 

Each step of the research process, from participant selection and data organization to 

thematic coding and analysis, was recorded to ensure consistency. An audit trail was 

maintained throughout the study, providing a chronological record of research activities, 

coding frameworks, and interpretive choices. This transparent approach allowed for the 

tracing of analytical decisions and supported the logical progression of findings. 

Maintaining such detailed records enhances the overall reliability of qualitative research 

by allowing other researchers to replicate or critically assess the methodology 

(Bloomberg & Volpe, 2019). In this study, documentation included NVivo-generated 

coding reports, reflective journals, and memos outlining rationale for theme development. 

These materials collectively contributed to the dependability of the study by 

demonstrating methodological integrity and ensuring that the findings were not the result 

of arbitrary or inconsistent procedures (Pratt et al., 2020). 

Confirmability 

Confirmability was achieved through ongoing reflexive practice, including 

maintaining reflexive journals to bracket potential biases. These journals documented the 

researcher's thoughts, decisions, and evolving interpretations throughout the study, 

helping to ensure that personal perspectives did not unduly influence the data analysis 

process (Liao & Hitchcock, 2018). Regular reflection enabled the researcher to remain 

aware of subjectivity and take active steps to separate personal viewpoints from the 
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emerging findings. Peer debriefings were also conducted to critically assess 

interpretations and ensure they were derived solely from the data rather than personal 

assumptions. These collaborative discussions provided an external check on the analysis 

process and enhanced the credibility and neutrality of the study’s conclusions 

(Bloomberg & Volpe, 2019). Reflexivity and peer validation reinforced the study’s 

confirmability by demonstrating that the results were firmly grounded in the evidence and 

not shaped by the researcher’s biases or expectations (Pratt et al., 2020). 

Results 

The analysis of adult male politicians involved in sexually exploitative behavior 

revealed five major social influence subgroups, which align closely with the broader 

thematic framework of Position and Power, Opportunity, Gender Norms and 

Expectations, Cultural Norms, and Authoritative Masculinity. These five themes emerged 

consistently across participant profiles and were identified through a rigorous qualitative 

process emphasizing trustworthiness at each data handling stage. To ensure credible 

findings, triangulation was applied using a secondary, verified dataset that included court 

records, conviction reports, and media publications (Liao & Hitchcock, 2018). The use of 

NVivo software further supported transparency and structure in thematic coding, 

allowing patterns to be traced back to original data sources and minimizing interpretive 

bias (David et al., 2022). 

Dependability was addressed by maintaining an audit trail documenting coding 

decisions, category refinement, and methodological shifts over time, enabling future 

researchers to replicate or evaluate the study’s processes (Bloomberg & Volpe, 2019). 
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Transferability was supported through detailed contextual descriptions of each 

participant’s political status, demographic background, and offense characteristics, 

allowing readers to assess applicability to similar contexts (Hickey, 2022). Confirmability 

was ensured through reflexive journaling and peer debriefings, helping to bracket 

researcher bias and validate that the final themes—such as the reinforcement of 

masculine dominance and the institutional shielding of misconduct—emerged from the 

data rather than preconceived assumptions (Pratt et al., 2020). Collectively, these 

practices reinforced the evidence of trustworthiness within the study and ensured that the 

thematic findings were not only empirically grounded but also ethically and 

methodologically sound.. 

Descriptive Social Influences 

Research results indicate that the individuals involved in the scandal were 

predominantly older adults, ranging from 38 to 74 years old, with a median age of 54. 

This age distribution suggests that many of the individuals were well established in their 

careers at the time of the incidents. The racial composition was overwhelmingly White 

(90%), with only one African American and one Hispanic individual represented in the 

sample, highlighting a significant lack of racial diversity among those implicated. All 

individuals held high-ranking public offices such as governors, senators, or mayors. 

Positions associated with substantial authority and influence. Notably, approximately 

72% of these individuals continued to wield some degree of public influence even after 

their scandals became public knowledge, suggesting a complex dynamic between public 

accountability and political resilience.  
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Career backgrounds were largely rooted in law or political science, with about 

65% having prior experience in public service or law enforcement before assuming 

office. This indicates a trend of individuals who possessed not only formal training but 

also practical exposure to public systems, potentially shaping their access to and use of 

power. The offenses committed ranged from sexual harassment and extramarital affairs to 

more severe acts such as solicitation of minors and abuse of authority, underscoring a 

troubling spectrum of misconduct with lasting repercussions on both their public roles 

and private reputations. 

Thematic Findings 

Five recurring themes emerged from the qualitative data through NVivo analysis. 

A significant 76% of individuals had early life and family influences characterized by 

either strict or unstable family structures. These formative environments appeared to 

contribute to long-term emotional suppression, a heightened need for control, and 

difficulties in forming healthy relational boundaries. The theme of position and power 

was evident in 84% of cases. Many of the individuals had risen from modest or working-

class backgrounds, yet the accumulation of political authority, wealth, and social status 

fostered a perception of invincibility and exceptionalism. This illusion often led to the 

belief that normal ethical or legal boundaries did not apply to them.  

Opportunity expectations emerged in 68% of the cases, where the individuals 

actively shaped or manipulated media narratives following the scandal. Rather than 

taking accountability for their actions, their public focus was often on preserving their 

image and deflecting criticism, revealing a calculated effort to manage public perception. 
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Cultural and institutional protection played a substantial role, with 92% of individuals 

being shielded by religious or political institutions. Only 12% faced legal repercussions, 

underscoring systemic complicity. Authoritative masculinity was a dominant theme in 

92% of cases, reflecting deeply embedded gender norms tied to dominance, sexual 

entitlement, and unchecked male authority.  

Theme 1: Early Life and Family Influences  

The developmental years of male politicians who engaged in sexually exploitative 

behavior reveal significant patterns of instability, strictness, and emotionally constrained 

environments. These early-life dynamics appear to lay a psychological foundation that 

aligns with Authoritative masculinity—a sociocultural model that prizes emotional 

restraint, dominance, and control (Connell, 2020). Parental instability was a recurring 

feature across the dataset results. Out of 24 documented politicians, 12 (50%) reported 

being raised in homes marked by parental absence, alcoholism, or being raised by 

extended family, such as grandparents. Such conditions are known to increase the risk of 

maladaptive coping mechanisms and have been linked to emotional suppression and 

behavioral acting out later in life (Nasution et al., 2020). 

Strict upbringing was also prominent. According to qualitative data , 71% of the 

politicians (17 out of 24) were described as having had a highly disciplined or 

authoritarian upbringing. However, only 25% (6 out of 24) showed signs of adolescent 

rebellion or delinquency. This suggested that rather than externalizing behaviors in youth, 

these individuals may have internalized pressure and conformed outwardly therefore 

masking psychological stress that potentially manifested in exploitative behavior in 
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adulthood. The expectations placed on these individuals during adolescence were notably 

high. In 79% of the cases (19 out of 24), politicians had leadership qualities, high 

academic or athletic performance, and strong community involvement during high 

school. These early social roles may contribute to an idealized public image, behind 

which risky private behaviors can be concealed. Kleim,'s (2020) concept of behavior is 

particularly relevant here, as the dissonance between the public persona and private 

conduct reinforces dual life (Kleim, 2020). This is where deviant actions are obscured by 

social capital and respectability (Kleim, 2020). 

Psychologically, this convergence of family trauma, rigid control, and early 

achievement constructs a personality pattern primed for the type of gendered entitlement 

often seen in exploitative male power figures. The emotional suppression common in 

authoritative masculine scripts discourages vulnerability and empathy (Hsu & Barrett, 

2020). Traits that, when absent, correlate strongly with interpersonal exploitation (Hsu & 

Barrett, 2020). In summary, these politicians' early lives and family influences illustrate a 

consistent socialization pattern where external success masks unresolved psychological 

conflict. These factors offer a critical understanding of how family structure and early 

gendered expectations shape future abuse of power. 

Theme 2: Position and Power 

The role of power in enabling sexually exploitative behavior among male 

politicians is a central theme of this study. Power is held and exercised in subtle, systemic 

ways that make abuse difficult to detect and challenging (Goh et al., 2022). In political 

contexts, this power is both formal and symbolic, combining legal authority with public 
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prestige to create a potent platform for exploitation. Qualitative data revealed that 75% of 

the politicians studied (18 out of 24) came from modest or working-class backgrounds. 

Their rise to political prominence often involved a trajectory of educational achievement, 

social networking, and strategic partnerships, including marriages that aligned them with 

wealth or influence. This climb reinforces a narrative of self-made success, which can 

lead to psychological entitlement and a belief in immunity from social norms or legal 

consequences (Hsu & Barrett, 2020). 

None of the individuals studied experienced substantial financial decline 

following their public scandals. In 92% of cases (22 out of 24), politicians maintained or 

even increased their socioeconomic status post-scandal, often securing speaking 

engagements, consulting roles, or media visibility. This points to a systemic insulation 

from consequences, where the very power structures that elevated them also protect them 

from accountability. This dynamic reflects what Goh et al. (2022) described as male-

controlled dividend, where powerful men benefit from unspoken societal contracts that 

excuse or minimize their misconduct. (Goh et al., 2022). The intersection of gender and 

power intensifies this problem, as dominant political masculinity is frequently tied to 

notions of control, assertiveness, and sexual conquest (Connell, 2020). These traits, when 

unchecked, can manifest in behaviors that exploit unequal power relationships, especially 

with subordinates or individuals lacking comparable institutional (Goh et al., 2022).  

The data suggested that positional authority, when combined with gendered 

privilege and a lack of systemic accountability, creates fertile ground for exploitation. 

This intersection enables individuals to misuse power without facing consequences. 
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Recognizing this confluence is essential for identifying structural vulnerabilities that 

equate political power with personal impunity and for developing more robust systems of 

oversight and accountability.  

Theme 3: Opportunity Expectations 

The structural and social positioning of male politicians provided unique 

opportunities for sexually exploitative behavior. These opportunities arise not only from 

formal authority but from the sociocultural environment that surrounds political office. 

As Goh et al. (2022) argue, symbolic and institutional power positions inherently 

generate spaces for exploitative conduct, particularly when embedded within hierarchies 

that discourage dissent (Goh et al., 2022). Within the dataset researched, 88% of cases 

(21 out of 24) involved individuals who maintained significant public visibility and 

influence during their misconduct. This visibility was not a deterrent, but a tool. Many 

engaged in narrative control after the scandal, using tactics such as public apologies, 

stepping back from the spotlight, or pivoting into new careers. In 71% of cases (17 out of 

24), post-scandal rehabilitation was attempted through media rebranding, foundation 

work, or leveraging partisan loyalty, suggesting that reputation management superseded 

ethical reckoning. 

The influence of media exposure in shaping public accountability was also 

evident. Politicians in this dataset were primarily those whose cases attracted “huge 

public scandals”, an inclusion criterion highlighting that visibility, not necessarily 

severity, determined social consequences. This aligns with Naseralla et al.’s (2021) 

findings that institutions often respond to violations not based on harm caused but based 
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on the optics of exposure (Nasution et al., 2020). Opportunity is not solely structural but 

gendered. Connell (2020) notes that authoritative masculinity promotes dominance and 

discourages questioning of authority figures, mighty men (Connell, 2020). This cultural 

coding enables offenders to act with confidence in their immunity. As a result, 

misconduct is often shielded by a confluence of gender norms, organizational silence, and 

strategic self-representation.  

The qualitative data also revealed that no individuals faced lasting institutional 

exclusion. Instead, many re-entered political or public life, suggesting a weak 

enforcement of accountability mechanisms. These findings echo Delaney (2021) model 

of exploitative opportunity, where abuse occurs in environments lacking supervision, 

challenge, or consequence (Delaney, 2021).  In conclusion, the intersection of political 

power, media influence, and gendered expectations creates an ecosystem of opportunity 

in which exploitation can flourish.  

Theme 4: Cultural and Institutional Protection 

Cultural and institutional norms play a critical role in enabling and sustaining 

sexually exploitative behavior among adult male politicians. Societal constructs of 

masculinity centered on dominance, control, and emotional suppression help normalize 

such behavior, particularly when reinforced by institutional silence or complicity 

(Connell, 2020). Analysis of the dataset showed that 96% of individuals (23 out of 24) 

maintained strong institutional affiliations whether through religious organizations, 

political parties, or government bodies. Despite this, only 13% (3 out of 24) faced formal 

legal consequences, and 71% (17 out of 24) were involved in repeated or multi-phase 
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scandals, suggesting persistent patterns of behavior with minimal accountability. 

Religious affiliation was present in over half the cases (56%) yet offered no evident 

deterrent effect on misconduct.  

Political affiliations spanned party lines, with both Democrats and Republicans 

represented almost equally, demonstrating that institutional protection transcends 

ideology. In many instances, scandals were downplayed, delayed, or handled internally 

often prioritizing reputational preservation over justice. This aligns with findings by King 

and Elliott (2021) that institutional cultures often shield offenders to maintain authority 

and public trust, inadvertently fostering environments of impunity (King & Elliott, 2021). 

These protective dynamics reflect broader cultural patterns where male dominance is 

valorized and deviations from ethical conduct are minimized, particularly when the 

perpetrator holds power. As King and Elliott (2021) argue, such norms perpetuate gender 

inequality and facilitate the recurrence of exploitative actions within leadership structures 

(King & Elliott, 2021).  

The merging of cultural acceptance and institutional shielding creates a fertile 

ground for repeated abuse. When societal dynamics downplay or excuse inappropriate 

behavior, particularly among powerful individuals, misconduct becomes embedded 

within accepted cultural frameworks. Institutional systems such as political parties, 

religious organizations, and law enforcement often protect offenders by minimizing 

consequences, silencing people, or avoiding public scrutiny. These structures work in 

tandem to normalize and perpetuate harmful actions, fostering an environment where 

abuse can continue unchecked. Cultural transformation and institutional accountability 
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are therefore critical in dismantling these protective mechanisms and challenging the 

normalization of misconduct, especially within positions of authority and influence. 

Theme 5: Authoritative Masculinity 

Authoritative masculinity represented culturally dominant ideals of manhood that 

emphasize authority, emotional restraint, heterosexual virility, and the subordination of 

others, particularly women (Connell, 2020). These ideals are often institutionalized in 

political contexts, amplifying entitlement, minimizing vulnerability, and reinforcing 

power hierarchies. Data from the study revealed that 96% of the politicians (23 out of 24) 

(Persson et al., 2022). 

More than half the cases (56%), the age of people or partners was significantly 

younger or unreported, suggesting a trend of asymmetrical power relationships and 

limited transparency around consent and identity. This anonymity reinforces what King 

and Elliott (2021) describe as a culture of impunity, where institutions minimize or 

obscure misconduct to protect male dominance (King & Elliott, 2021). Authoritative 

masculinity not only legitimizes exploitative behavior but also silences accountability. By 

equating leadership with control, charisma, and virility, political institutions normalize 

behaviors that would be condemned in other social contexts. These politicians are often 

able to continue their careers post-scandal, with 71% (17 out of 24) maintaining public 

influence after exposure, which reflects systemic tolerance of gendered misconduct. As 

Pursglove & Writer (2024) argued, power disparities in political systems 

disproportionately expose women and marginalized individuals to sexual exploitation, 
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and authoritative masculinity exacerbates this by masking abuse under the guise of 

strength and leadership (Pursglove & Writer, 2024).   

Summary 

Chapter 4 included key findings of this qualitative study, identifying five central 

themes influencing sexually exploitative behavior among adult male politicians: early life 

and family influences, position and power, opportunity expectations, cultural and 

institutional protection, and authoritative masculinity. These themes emerged through 

thematic analysis of 24 case profiles and highlighted the deep entanglement of individual 

backgrounds with systemic structures. Notably, authoritative masculinity was revealed as 

a pervasive cultural force that shapes political environments by normalizing dominance, 

discouraging vulnerability, and reinforcing impunity (Connell, 2020; Franiuk et al., 

2020). This cultural script facilitates the misuse of power while simultaneously 

suppressing institutional accountability mechanisms (King & Elliott, 2021). The chapter 

demonstrated that misconduct is not merely the result of individual failings but reflects 

broader patterns embedded in sociopolitical systems. Chapter 5 builds upon these 

findings by interpreting them through the lens of Status Characteristics Theory, 

addressing study limitations, and offering recommendations for research, policy reform, 

and ethical leadership development.  
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Chapter 5: Discussion, Conclusions, and Recommendations 

This research involved exploring social and cultural factors that contributed to 

sexually exploitative behavior among adult male politicians. While such misconduct was 

often portrayed as isolated moral failings, this study adopted a sociological and 

psychological perspective, analyzing how upbringing, power structures, institutional 

norms, and gender expectations intersected to influence behavior. Drawing from 24 case 

profiles, the study examined how patterns of entitlement, impunity, and authoritative 

masculinity were shaped and sustained within political environments. 

With the aim of the study to understand the social influences that contributed to 

exploitative sexual behavior by men in positions of political power. The exploration did 

not focus on legal judgments but instead concentrated on behavioral patterns and the 

social context that facilitated or perpetuated such behaviors. Employing NVivo for 

qualitative coding and analysis, the research systematically delved into various 

dimensions, including background characteristics such as age, race, and socioeconomic 

status, as well as career trajectories and institutional affiliations. It also considered how 

scandals were responded to and what mechanisms of public accountability were 

employed. Central to the analysis were themes related to masculinity, power, and the 

cultural reinforcement of gender norms, which provided insight into the underlying social 

and cultural forces at play. 

Interpretation of the Findings 

Five key themes emerged from the data, offering a comprehensive understanding 

of the social and cultural factors underpinning sexually exploitative behavior among male 
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politicians. Firstly, a sizable portion of the individuals, approximately 76%, reported 

experiencing strict or unstable family environments during their formative years, which 

often fostered emotional repression and tendencies toward control. Secondly, around 84% 

of the subjects achieved upward mobility and managed to retain their wealth and status 

even after scandals, highlighting a pattern of power retention that was rarely 

accompanied by accountability. Thirdly, about 68% controlled the narratives surrounding 

their scandals, suggesting that visibility and reputation management, rather than ethical 

considerations, dictated their behavior limits. The data also revealed that a striking 92% 

of these individuals had religious or political affiliations that served to shield them from 

legal consequences, with only 12% facing formal legal action. Lastly, the misconduct 

was predominantly directed toward women, with approximately 92% of cases involving 

gendered dynamics aligned with dominant ideals of masculinity rooted in control, 

entitlement, and sexual assertiveness. These themes collectively shed light on the 

complex interplay of personal history, social power, cultural protection, and gender 

norms that sustain exploitative behaviors among male politicians. 

Social Influences and Power Dynamics 

Social influences such as upbringing, socioeconomic status, and institutional 

affiliation profoundly shape how individuals wield and perceive power. For male 

politicians, early life experiences—especially those involving strict discipline, lofty 

expectations, or emotionally repressive environments—can cultivate internalized needs 

for control and authority (Nasution et al., 2020; Hasu & Barrett, 2020). These needs align 

with broader societal values that associate masculinity with dominance and leadership 
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(Connell, 2020). As individuals ascend to powerful roles, these formative influences are 

reinforced rather than tempered by political culture, which often rewards assertiveness 

and discourages vulnerability (Delaney, 2021). 

Power in political office is not neutrality operates within hierarchies and social 

scripts that normalize asymmetries. As King and Elliott (2021) argued, power is 

relational and productive; it does not simply repress but enables actions, including 

misconduct, under institutional shields. In the context of male politicians, access to 

resources, reputation, and decision-making authority creates a structural imbalance 

between them and those they exploit—typically younger, subordinate, or less powerful 

individuals (Goh et al., 2022). 

This dynamic is intensified when social factors like elite education, strategic 

marriages, or religious affiliations offer additional legitimization and insulation. Political 

actors who maintain strong affiliations with morally symbolic institutions may face fewer 

consequences despite repeated offenses (Hickey, 2022). These influences collectively 

produce a sense of entitlement and impunity, allowing individuals to rationalize or 

conceal exploitative behavior as part of their social capital (Kleim, 2020; King & Elliott, 

2021). These findings underscore the importance of evaluating how personal history and 

structural privilege intersect to enable abuse. 

Cultural and Societal Norms and Behavior 

Cultural and societal norms are foundational in shaping behavior, especially 

around gender roles, power, and sexuality. In most political contexts, dominant cultural 

narratives valorize masculinity as synonymous with authority, sexual assertiveness, and 



65 

 

emotional detachment (Connell, 2020). These values are internalized by individuals and 

reinforced by institutions that uphold patriarchy, often shielding men in power from 

accountability. Societies frequently socialize men to perceive leadership and sexuality as 

intertwined markers of status. Connell’s (2020) theory of authoritative masculinity 

explained how dominant male norms marginalize alternative masculinities and validate 

behaviors rooted in control, aggression, and heterosexual conquest (Connell, 2020). For 

male politicians, this cultural backdrop enables exploitative behavior to be excused, 

ignored, or even admired in some circles. 

Institutions such as political parties, religious organizations, and media outlets 

often prioritize reputation and power continuity over justice. This creates an environment 

where sexually exploitative behavior is downplayed or recast as private indiscretion. As 

King & Elliott (2015) argued that such institutional responses perpetuate a culture of 

impunity, making it challenging to interrupt cycles of abuse (King & Elliott, 2021). Thus, 

cultural narratives not only shape expectations for behavior but also define the boundaries 

of accountability. Where power is gendered and normalized, misconduct becomes 

embedded within political systems rather than anomalous to them. 

Theme 1: Early Life and Family Influences 

The data revealed that a sizable portion of the politicians experienced emotionally 

distant or unstable family environments, including strict upbringings and traumatic 

parental relationships. These early conditions appear to instill internalized pressure to 

meet high social and familial expectations while limiting emotional expression traits 

consistent with authoritative masculinity (Nasution et al., 2020). This repression often 
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manifests later as a need for control and dominance, aligning with the research aim to 

understand how early psychosocial factors contribute to the development of exploitative 

behaviors in adulthood. The emotional suppression common in authoritative masculine 

scripts discourages vulnerability and empathy (Hsu & Barrett, 2020). Traits that, when 

absent, correlate strongly with interpersonal exploitation (Hsu & Barrett, 2020). 

Unstable and Emotionally Distant Upbringings. The data revealed that a 

substantial portion of the male politicians in this study were raised in emotionally distant 

or unstable environments. Many experienced strict, authoritarian parenting or traumatic 

familial relationships. Approximately 76% of the individuals demonstrated backgrounds 

marked by either absent parental figures, parental substance abuse, or reliance on 

extended family caregivers. These early-life conditions often cultivated internalized 

pressure to meet grand expectations while limiting opportunities for emotional expression 

(Nasution et al., 2020). 

Formation of Authoritative Masculinity. These formative experiences were 

consistent with the development of traits associated with authoritative masculinity, a 

cultural script that prizes control, dominance, and emotional restraint (Connell, 2020). 

The suppression of vulnerability in childhood often evolved into rigid behavioral 

patterns, where power and control became central to personal identity, frequently 

manifesting in adult relationships and public leadership roles.  

Link to Exploitative Behavior. Emotional suppression and a lack of empathy—

traits common among those with repressive upbringings—were identified as correlating 

strongly with interpersonal exploitation (Hsu & Barrett, 2020). These findings directly 
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supported the study’s purpose: to examine how early psychosocial experiences influence 

the emergence of sexually exploitative behavior among adult male politicians. 

Theme 2: Position and Power 

This theme explored how the attainment and preservation of political power 

among adult male politicians contributed to environments that fostered sexually 

exploitative behavior. The data revealed a clear connection between upward mobility, 

institutional reinforcement, and unchecked authority. As individuals advanced into 

powerful positions, the social capital they accumulated enabled their rise and insulated 

them from consequences when misconduct occurred.  

Rise Through Strategic Networks and Institutions. Many of the politicians 

examined in this study rose from modest socioeconomic backgrounds to significant 

influence, including governors, senators, and mayors. Their rise was often supported by 

strategic affiliations—such as marriages, party loyalty, or institutional alliances—that 

reinforced public trust and credibility. These networks served not only to elevate their 

professional status but also to protect it. According to Connell (2020), such structural 

positioning aligns with authoritative masculinity, where dominance and success are social 

worth and power indicators. 

Power Retention and Lack of Accountability. Despite facing public scandals, 

most politicians retained their wealth and social standing or gained media visibility 

following exposure. This finding underscored how institutional structures often 

prioritized reputation management over justice, allowing misconduct to be reframed as 

personal failure rather than systemic abuse (King & Elliott, 2021). As Goh et al. (2022) 



68 

 

emphasized, positional authority—when left unchecked—can obscure accountability and 

perpetuate impunity. The protection of status, rather than its challenge, reinforces cycles 

of exploitation within elite power systems. 

These findings supported the study’s broader aim: to understand how social 

influence and power dynamics enable sexually exploitative behavior, and how political 

systems often fail to intervene effectively. 

Theme 3: Opportunity Expectations 

Politicians often leveraged their public roles and media presence to control 

scandal narratives, rebrand their careers, or quietly exit the spotlight. This ability to 

manipulate visibility reflects an opportunity structure where behavior is regulated more 

by potential public exposure than by ethical standards. Research showed that institutions 

often respond to violations not based on harm caused but based on the optics of exposure 

(Naseralla et al., 2021). This finding supports the research’s premise that structural gaps 

and informal norms provide opportunities for misconduct to occur with minimal 

consequences (Delaney, 2021).  

Reputation Management over Ethics. Politicians frequently used their access to 

media platforms and institutional support to reshape how the public perceived their 

misconduct. Public apologies, rebranding efforts, or career pivots were often employed to 

reduce reputational harm without admitting to deeper systemic wrongdoing. As Naseralla 

et al. (2021) observed, institutional responses are often calibrated to manage optics rather 

than address actual harm, particularly when the individual holds a position of influence. 
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These dynamic shifts the focus from ethical conduct to damage control, allowing 

behavior to be shaped by visibility, not values. 

Structural Gaps and Informal Norms. The lack of formal accountability 

mechanisms creates an environment where misconduct can persist as long as it remains 

out of public view. Delaney (2021) emphasized that informal norms—such as party 

loyalty or institutional silence—often override ethical standards, particularly in elite 

circles. These gaps in structural oversight allow opportunity expectations to function as 

shields for misconduct, contributing to a cycle where exposure, not wrongdoing, dictates 

consequences. 

This theme explored how adult male politicians exploit their public visibility and 

institutional standing to manage misconduct through reputation control rather than 

accountability. Rather than facing consequences based on the severity of their behavior, 

many politicians in high-profile cases strategically shaped public narratives and leveraged 

social influence to minimize fallout. These findings reflect a broader pattern in which 

opportunity expectations—the social and political affordances granted to public figures—

enable the continuation of exploitative behavior without meaningful intervention. 

Theme 4: Cultural and Institutional Protection 

The data showed that political parties, religious affiliations, and institutional roles 

frequently protected politicians from full accountability. Despite affiliations with 

morality-based institutions, few individuals faced legal consequences, indicating a  

cultural and institutional systems often reinforce male dominance and enable exploitation 

by prioritizing reputational preservation over justice (King & Elliott, 2021). The 
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convergence of cultural acceptance and institutional shielding creates a fertile ground for 

repeated abuse. 

Institutional Loyalty Over Justice. Political parties and religious organizations 

often prioritized protecting their reputations over holding offenders accountable, resulting 

in minimal legal consequences (King & Elliott, 2021). 

Cultural Acceptance of Male Dominance. Longstanding cultural norms 

valorized male authority, discouraging scrutiny and fostering environments where 

misconduct was minimized or ignored (Lloyd, 2013). 

Reinforcement of Exploitative Power. Institutional affiliations offered 

legitimacy and insulation, allowing exploitative behaviors to continue unchecked and 

often unexamined by the public or legal systems. These affiliations, such as political 

parties, religious organizations, and government agencies, frequently provided a veneer 

of credibility and authority that diverted scrutiny. These protections created conditions 

where abuse could repeat without challenge, fostering environments where patterns of 

misconduct were normalized and even quietly accepted (Goh et al., 2022). 

This theme explored how political and cultural institutions contribute to shielding 

male politicians from accountability, reinforcing systems that enable exploitation through 

silence, complicity, or strategic inaction. These mechanisms included party loyalty, 

bureaucratic inertia, and a reluctance to damage institutional reputations. Together, 

cultural, and institutional forces formed a protective barrier, allowing misconduct to 

persist under the guise of leadership and influence, thereby sustaining hierarchies of 

power that privilege status over justice and image over integrity. 
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Theme 5: Authoritative Masculinity 

Most cases involved male politicians exploiting women, often those who were 

younger, professionally subordinate, or otherwise socially vulnerable, reflecting a clear 

and consistent pattern of gendered power abuse across political environments. These 

dynamics frequently played out in hierarchical settings where people had limited capacity 

to resist or report misconduct. Sexual behavior aligned with cultural ideals of 

masculinity, rooted in control, entitlement, and dominance, often concealed by carefully 

curated heteronormative public images that reinforced political credibility and personal 

integrity. This theme directly supports the research goal of linking authoritative 

masculinity to patterns of sexual exploitation within political contexts, highlighting how 

entrenched gender norms and institutional power structures sustain inequality and 

perpetuate risk (Connell, 2020; Persson et al., 2022). Power disparities in political 

systems disproportionately expose women and marginalized individuals to sexual 

exploitation, as they are often underrepresented in decision-making roles and lack 

institutional support. Authoritative masculinity exacerbates this imbalance by masking 

abuse under the guise of strength, confidence, and leadership, reinforcing a culture where 

misconduct is misinterpreted as assertiveness or charisma rather than recognized as harm 

(Pursglove & Writer, 2024). 

Gendered Power Dynamics in Leadership. Most cases involved male 

politicians exploiting women who were younger or held subordinate professional roles. 

This pattern reflected entrenched gender hierarchies within political spaces. Cultural 

expectations equated leadership with dominance and sexual assertiveness, enabling 
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exploitative behavior to remain hidden behind heteronormative public personas (Connell, 

2020; Persson et al., 2022). 

Cultural Reinforcement of Abuse as Strength. authoritative masculinity often 

masks coercive behaviors under the appearance of confidence and leadership. Pursglove 

and Writer (2024) emphasized that such masculinized power structures 

disproportionately place women and marginalized groups at risk. Rather than 

discouraging abuse, these norms valorized dominance, allowing exploitation to persist 

under the illusion of legitimate authority. 

This theme examined how dominant gender norms, particularly those promoting 

authoritative masculinity, contribute to sexually exploitative behavior among male 

politicians. These norms reward traits such as control, entitlement, and emotional 

detachment, shaping both the behaviors of offenders and societal responses to their 

misconduct. This theme underscores the urgent need to challenge gendered assumptions 

about power and redefine ethical leadership. 

Limitations of the Study 

Based on the qualitative findings and thematic analysis of sexually exploitative 

behavior among adult male politicians, several areas are recommended for future research 

and institutional reform to further understand and mitigate the influence of social and 

structural factors in political misconduct (Goh et al., 2022; King & Elliott, 2021). 

This qualitative data provided valuable insights into behavioral patterns and 

motivations; however, large-scale quantitative studies are necessary to measure the 

prevalence of such behavior across political systems. Quantitative research can help 
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identify correlations between risk factors such as age, political tenure, party affiliation, 

and socioeconomic background and instances of misconduct. Standardized metrics would 

allow for consistent cross-institutional comparisons and support evidence-based policy 

development (Allsop et al., 2022). 

Given that cultural norms surrounding masculinity and power vary widely across 

contexts, cross-cultural comparative studies are essential. Comparative analyses of 

Western democracies versus authoritarian regimes, for example, could help isolate the 

influence of religious, political, and institutional structures on misconduct. Such research 

would contribute to a broader understanding of how leadership norms and accountability 

mechanisms differ globally (Delaney, 2021). 

Longitudinal studies are needed to track changes over time in public perception, 

media framing, and institutional responses to sexual misconduct. This would shed light 

on the lasting effects of social movements like #MeToo and assess whether such cultural 

shifts lead to sustained ethical leadership and reduced impunity (Connell, 2020; Cook, 

2023). These future research directions are critical for shaping more equitable and 

accountable political environments. Political expectations in enabling abuse. Prevention 

and accountability require a multi-layered approach, including ethics and sensitivity to 

unlearn harmful behaviors. 

Recommendations 

Based on the qualitative findings and thematic analysis of sexually exploitative 

behavior among adult male politicians, several areas are recommended for future research 
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and institutional reform to understand further and mitigate the influence of social and 

structural factors in political misconduct. 

While qualitative data offers rich insights into motivations and patterns, large-

scale quantitative studies are essential to measure the prevalence of sexually exploitative 

behaviors across political systems. Quantitative Studies on prevalence and risk factors 

could identify statistical correlations between factors like age, tenure in the office, party 

affiliation, or socioeconomic background and instances of misconduct. Developing 

standardized metrics would also facilitate cross-institutional comparisons and policy 

benchmarking. 

The influence of cultural norms on political behavior varies significantly by 

geography and governance models. Cross-cultural comparative studies across different 

political systems e.g., Western democracies vs. authoritarian regimes—can help isolate 

cultural, religious, and institutional variables that deter or enable misconduct. This would 

provide a global perspective on how masculinity, power, and accountability are socially 

constructed and policed in political institutions.  

Understanding how societal expectations of masculinity, leadership, and sexual 

behavior evolve over time requires long-term study. Longitudinal research could track 

shifts in public attitudes, media framing, and institutional responses to political scandals, 

offering insight into the impact of social movements (e.g., #MeToo) on reducing 

impunity and promoting ethical behavior. Such studies are vital in assessing the 

effectiveness of cultural and institutional reforms over decades. 



75 

 

Implications 

This qualitative analysis of 24 high-profile case profiles using NVivo, offers 

critical insights into the social influences and power dynamics underpinning sexually 

exploitative behavior among adult male politicians (Hickey, 2022; Allsop et al., 2022). 

While the sample was purposefully selected to explore in-depth behavioral patterns 

among well-documented cases, its focused scope limits generalizability to the broader 

political population (Mwita, 2022). Nonetheless, the depth of thematic analysis revealed 

recurring structures of entitlement, cultural conditioning, and institutional protection that 

demand systemic reform (King & Elliott, 2021; Lloyd, 2013; Connell, 2020). 

A key implication of the findings is that such misconduct is not merely the result 

of individual pathology but is embedded in social, political, and cultural norms that 

valorize power, suppress accountability, and uphold patriarchal dominance (Page, 1975; 

Goh et al., 2022). Addressing these issues requires redefining masculinity, leadership, 

and ethics, particularly in elite political environments where dominance and charisma are 

often rewarded over transparency and empathy (Connell, 2020; Delaney, 2021). Potential 

biases, including reliance on media coverage for case selection, may skew representation 

toward highly publicized incidents, potentially excluding lesser-known but equally 

relevant cases (Cook, 2023; DiBennardo, 2018). Persistent underreporting and a lack of 

transparent institutional data remain significant barriers to comprehensive analysis 

(Armstrong et al., 2018). 

These findings underscore the need for continued interdisciplinary research, 

cross-cultural comparisons, and institutional accountability reviews. Meaningful social 
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change depends on restructuring political cultures to prioritize ethics, equity, and 

transparency and fostering ongoing public dialogue about how gender and power shape 

leadership behavior (Franiuk et al., 2020; Edwards & Alm, 2023). 

Conclusion 

This study explored the social influences contributing to sexually exploitative 

behavior among adult male politicians by analyzing 24 detailed case profiles using 

NVivo qualitative analysis (Hickey, 2022; Allsop et al., 2022). The findings revealed five 

central themes: Early Life and Family Influences, Position and Power, Opportunity 

Expectations, Cultural and Institutional Protection, and Authoritative Masculinity. These 

themes offer a multidimensional understanding of how individual backgrounds, systemic 

structures, and societal norms interact to create environments where exploitation can 

occur and persist (Connell, 2020; Lloyd, 2013; Page, 1975). 

Key findings suggest that early familial instability and emotional repression often 

lay the groundwork for later expressions of dominance and entitlement, aligning with 

patterns of authoritative masculinity (Nasution et al., 2020; Hasu & Barrett, 2020). 

Political power often gained through upward mobility frequently insulates individuals 

from consequences, reinforcing patterns of impunity (Goh et al., 2022; Hsu & Barrett, 

2020). Institutional frameworks and cultural attitudes further support this behavior by 

delaying justice and reframing misconduct as personal lapses rather than systemic issues 

(King & Elliott, 2021; DiBennardo, 2018). The opportunity to exploit is shaped by public 

visibility and media framing, where behavior is more often regulated by exposure than by 

ethical standards (Naseralla et al., 2021; Cook, 2023). 



77 

 

Understanding these social influences shifts the perspective from isolated 

misconduct to one rooted in systemic, cultural, and psychological dynamics (Franiuk et 

al., 2020). This allowed for more effective prevention and reform strategies aimed at 

dismantling the power structures and gender norms that sustain abuse. Addressing 

exploitation in politics requires cultural and institutional reckoning, where leadership is 

defined not by charisma or control but by accountability, transparency, and equity 

(Delaney, 2021; Connell, 2020). 
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