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Abstract  

Criminal justice reform and calls to defund the police have become more prevalent since 

the unrest that occurred in 2020. Research to date has looked at criminal justice reform, 

crime causation, and discussions surrounding defunding the police. Research to date has 

only looked at police funding conceptually but not from a quantitative lens. The purpose 

of this quantitative nonexperimental study was to provide an investigative analysis into 

police department funding and the effect of the funding on violent crime rates using 

Strain theory as its foundation. The research question in this study addressed what the 

relationship between police department budgets, specifically the criminal investigations 

unit, and violent crime rates was. Secondary data was collected from the Uniform Crime 

Report compiled by the FBI or from the police agency itself as well as public records that 

were available for the budgets for the years 2019-2023. Findings from a correlation 

analysis found there is a statistically significant relationship between the criminal 

investigations unit and violent crime rates. In a regression analysis the findings indicated 

that as the budget increased rates of violent crime decreased. The findings in this study 

have the potential to produce positive social change by arming policy makers with insight 

on where limited budgets are going to be most effectively spent.  
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Chapter 1: Introduction  

May 25th, 2020, George Floyd was murdered by the Minneapolis Police 

Department by having his neck kneeled on for nine minutes by Derek Chauvin (Hill et 

al., 2022). Floyd is on video stating that he “can’t breathe” (Amnesty International, 

2020). Despite these protests, Chauvin continued to kneel on his neck causing Floyd’s 

death. The murder of George Floyd set off worldwide protests and renewed demands to 

defund the police (Hill et al., 2022). Many Black Lives Matter and other criminal justice 

reform activists such as Cobbina et al. (2022) have called to defund the police while 

others such as Akbar (2020) have called to abolish the police. Calls to “defund” the 

police are growing since 2020. Protestors who participated in the 2020 March on 

Washington calling to defund the police have given way to a counter group of protestors 

who are “Back the Blue” advocates. These protestors cite instances of police brutality as 

the reasoning behind their goal of defunding.  

With calls to defund the police and calls to abolish the police in the face of 

another death by police hands researchers are working on examining what defunding the 

police could look like. Scholars such as Woods (2021) offer insight as to what traffic 

enforcement would look like if the police were to be defunded. Other scholars such as 

Maynard (2020) recommend solutions that would create a world in which the police 

would be obsolete. Maynard (2020) argues that in order to make the system of policing 

obsolete then public funds must be diverted from the criminal justice system into anti-

violence programs, mutual aid programs, and other harm reduction programs such as 

programs that would reduce homelessness and reduce the harm of drug use. The 
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discusion surrounding defunding police leads to the question of if defunding the police is 

even possible. To address the question of if defunding is even possible Lum et al. (2022) 

conducted several studies in an atempt at understanding of how police officers spend 

their time. This research gives life to the discussion of whether defunding the police is 

even possible. The literature has established an analysis of the way police officers spend 

their time, but there are more questions to be answered in the discussion regarding 

defunding the police.  

Now that it is established that defunding the police is potentially a viable option 

there needs to be an operationalized definition of defunding the police. The literature has 

operationalized defunding the police in multiple ways. Some literature suggests 

defunding the police involves cutting police department budgets and allocating those 

resources to other social services such as harm reduction programs (Maynard, 2020). One 

example of these programs is a program in Oregan that would decriminalize low-level 

drug possession and require that officers divert those who were caught with drugs to 

social services at least twice before arresting them (Lininger, 2022). Another 

recommendation for a harm reduction program would be to divert funding from police 

department budgets and use these funds to open treatment facilities for those who are 

suffering from addiction and other mental health issues (Doleac, 2018) Other peer-

reviewed literature by Akbar (2020), Maynard (2020), and O'Rourke et al. (2021) call for 

a complete abolition of the policing system. The focus of this research is not on the 

definition of defunding the police, but rather a quantitative review of what the 

relationship is between police department budgets and violent crime rates is. What this 
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study attempts to fill in is the gap in the literature of quantitative research regarding how 

police department budgets affect violent crime rates. This research project hypothesizes 

that as police department budgets decrease with no increase in social programs, violent 

crime rates will increase.  

The questions that are being raised in Chapter One will be followed by a detailed 

analysis in Chapter Two which provided the findings from peer-reviewed literature 

regarding defunding the police. This research seeks to address the question of what the 

relationship between department budgets has on violent crime rates. The analysis of 

existing literature provided in Chapter Two shows that there is a gap in our quantitative 

knowledge of how department budgets affect violent crime rates. 

The goal of this study is to contribute to positive social change by adding to the 

body of knowledge regarding violent crime rates and offering meaningful policy 

recommendations to reduce violent crime rates. The results of this study intend to offer a 

deeper insight into the conversation around defunding the police and how to keep the 

community safe. Current practices and policies within the criminal justice system are 

being met with much resistance from community members and are being deemed 

ineffective in the goal of community safety (Maynard, 2020).  

Background 

Violent crime was on a downward trend from 1990 but then began to rise sharply 

in 2020 (Grawert & Kim, 2022). The murder rate specifically saw a sharp 30 percent 

increase in murders per 100,000 people and assaults were also on the rise with a 10 

percent increase (Grawert & Kim, 2022). When violent crime suddenly spikes after a 
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muti-year downward trend there are many questions regarding what is causing this spike. 

There are a few factors that this spike in crime can be attributed to. 

 The surge of violent crime in 2020 coincides with several historical events. The 

first event consisted of the outbreak of the Coronavirus that led to the global Covid-19 

pandemic (Center for Disease Control, 2023). The second historical event involved 

global protests, riots, and calls to defund the police after a video of Minneapolis police 

officer Derek Chauvin kneeled on the neck of George Floyd for nine minutes ultimately 

causing Floyd’s death (Silverstein, 2021). These events, specifically the global Covid-19 

pandemic, is something the world has not seen in modern times. With the Covid-19 

pandemic folks were encouraged to stay at home. Despite the warnings to stay at home, 

violent crime still rose. A historical event such as a global pandemic has the possibility to 

have an effect on violent crime, however the relation between the two is still unknown. It 

is unlikely that the Covid-19 pandemic single-handedly increased violent crime rates. 

However, a global pandemic combined with social unrest can create a perfect storm for 

crime as evidenced by 2020 violent crime rates.  

“Statistical analyses show that the social problem of gun violence and crime is 

related to the co-occurring pandemics of COVID-19 and anti-Black racism, as well as the 

ensuing stay-at-home restrictions and Black Lives (BLM) protests.” (Patton et al., 2022). 

These two pandemics can be attributed as causes of a spike in violent crime rates. The 

pandemic put many people out of work as businesses were forced to close. The pandemic 

also eliminated activities that would keep people busy and out of trouble. Combine the 
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closure of businesses and activities with the social unrest that arose from the murder of 

George Floyd, and you have a perfect storm leading to crime causation.  

 With the social unrest and spike in violent crime people began to move into two 

distinct lines of thinking. The first line of thinking involves supporting the police and 

calling for more funding to be given to them. The “Back the Blue” activists want their 

supporters to engage their local representatives and write letters of support for their 

police department; that letter of support should request additional funding for the police 

departments (Act for America, 2023). The second line of thinking involves defunding the 

police. Calls to defund the police began to form, but the slogan “defund the police” needs 

to be operationalized. Cobbina et al. (2022) conducted a qualitative study to explore what 

defunding the police meant to protestors finding that most of the protestors of the 2020 

March on Washington protest felt that defunding the police was a two-step process.  

The first step of the two-part process to defund the police would be to reduce the 

budgets of police departments (Cobbina et al., 2022). The second part of the process 

would involve reallocating the funds from the newly decreased police department budget 

towards social services (Cobbina et al., 2022) such as mutual aid and harm reduction 

(Maynard, 2020). The call to reallocate funding is consistent with the operational 

definition of defunding the police. 

While a majority of people in favor of defunding the police call for policies that 

will defund the police (Cobbina et al., 2022), some individuals within this group want to 

take additional steps outside of simply reallocating funding away from police 

departments. Some individuals want to completely abolish the police (Cobbina et al., 
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2022). Many of those who want to abolish the police feel the system of policing is 

beyond reform “with no empirical or ethical leg to stand on, calls for more police reforms 

at this historical junction are morally untenable: body cameras, racial diversity in hiring 

and implicit bias are, after all, the conditions that nonetheless allowed for the public 

execution of George Floyd.” (Maynard, 2020). 

Abolitionist Mariame Kaba notes in her work that “we are not abandoning our 

communities to violence. We don’t want to just close police departments. We want to 

make them obsolete… We can build other ways of responding to harms in our society.” 

(Maynard, 2020). This quote by Kaba suggests that the goals of abolitionists align closely 

with those who want to defund the police. The desired end result is a reduction in harm 

caused by police. Abolitionists and those who wish to defund the police simply have 

different beliefs of the most effective way to achieve the end result. The core of the issue 

is a desire to invest in the communities and divert public funding away from police and 

into the community in meaningful ways (Maynard, 2020).  

Problem Statement 

Violent crime is a problem that continues to plague communities. The relationship 

between violent crime rates and police department budgets has not been studied 

extensively leaving a large gap in the literature. The lack of studies regarding the 

correlation between violent crime rates and police department budgets is a problem 

within the criminal justice system. Policymakers do not have access to research that could 

influence their policies in a meaningful way. This study attempts to begin to close the gap 
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in the literature by analyzing what the correlation between department budgets has on 

violent crime rates. 

Purpose of the Study 

With continued protests and demands for police reform by ways of defunding the 

police the question arises of how to balance public safety with social responsibility. This 

quantitative study explores the correlation between police department budgets and violent 

crime rates. The purpose of this quantitative study is to examine what the effect of a year 

over year decreased police budget has on violent crime rates as well as what the effects of 

a year over year increased police budget has on violent crime rates while controlling for 

mediating factors such as the population of the area, the size of the agency, and the 

specific funding of the criminal investigations unit. The independent variable in this 

study is the departmental budget. The dependent variable in this study is violent crime 

rates. Mediating variables in this study are the population of the community, the size of 

the agency, the funding for the criminal investigations unit.  

Research Questions and Hypothesis 

RQ 1: What is the correlation between police department budgets and violent 

crime rates while controlling for various variables.  

H1: As police department budgets increase rates of violent crime will decrease. 

Null H1: As police department budgets increase, rates of violent crime will increase. 

H1: As the size of the agency decreases the rates of violent crime will increase.  

Null H1: As the size of the agency increases the rates of violent crime will 

decrease.  
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H1: As the population of the area increases the rates of violent crime will 

increase. 

Null H1: As the population of the area decreases the rates of violent crime will 

decrease.  

H1: As the budget for the specific unit of criminal investigations increase rates of 

violent crime will decrease. 

Null H1: As the budget for the specific unit of criminal investigations decreases 

the rates of violent crime will increase.  

Theoretical Framework 

There are several theories of crime causation that have been identified by 

criminologists: biochemical theories, learning theories, labeling theory, rational choice 

theory, and strain theory (Tibbetts, 2019). These theories offer insight into what 

criminologists believe is causing crime. Of the mentioned theories this study utilizes the 

Strain theory to ground this research.  

 Strain theory states that crime is caused by those who do not have access to 

resources straining or rebelling against those who do have resources and wealth. Strain 

theory is a unique theory in that this theory looks specifically at the negative treatment by 

others on the induvial (Brezina, 2023). Strain theory is also the only current major theory 

of  crime causation and delinquency that “…focuses on the role of negative emotions in 

the etiology of offending.” (Brezina, 2023). The negative emotions and/or the negative 

treatment relevant in this theory are emotions such as anger, frustration, or despair 

(Brezina, 2023). These negative emotions and negative treatement of the indivudal can 
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cause criminality when the individual who has been treated negatively begins to 

experience these negative emtoions and then strain against those who either actually or 

through perception caused these emotions. 

 Strain theory grounds this research by looking at rates of violent crime broken 

down by zip code. Each zip code has a different socioeconomic status which if Strain 

theory is correct in this instance, then crime would be higher in lower income areas. This 

study will look at the correlation of police department budgets on violent crime rates. 

Police department budgets have the potential for a high variance from department to 

department. This variance in budgets compared with local violent crime rates opens the 

door for a discussion regarding what correlation exists between these budgets and violent 

crime rates.  

Nature of the Study 

This quantitative study involved a quasi-experimental, multiple regression 

analysis with three municipalities as a sample size in a large metropolitan area, a 

moderate metropolitan area, and a rural area. This study analyzed violent crime rates in 

three municipalities and utilized a multiple regression analysis to examine if there is a 

relationship between violent crime rates and police department budgets while controlling 

for  mediating variables. If there is a relationship between the variables, this study 

examines to what extent the relationship exists. The dependent variable in this study is 

violent crime rates which were analyzed in conjunction with the budget of each police 

department. A multiple regression will tell if there is a relationship between the variables 

and to what extent. The use of a multiple regression analysis will also allow the 
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researcher to add in mediating variables such as the specific unit, the size of the agency, 

and the population of the area.  

Definitions 

The definition of defunding the police that this study utilizes is diverting 

resources from a police department budget into social programs such as harm reduction 

programs and mutual aid programs. The definition of abolishing the police that was used 

in this study is the disbanding of local police departments with no other law enforcement 

agency in place.  

The definitions of violent crime, listed below, for this study come from the FBI. 

The Uniform Crime Report (UCR) is what will be utilized for violent crime data 

collection during this research. More specifically Part 1 of the UCR will be used to gather 

data on violent crime. Only Part 1 of the UCR were used in this study.  

Murder: Is a violent crime that for this purpose will also include nonnegligent 

manslaughter. Murder is defined as the willful killing of a human being. Murder is 

exclusively determined by a police investigation. A court, medical examiner, coroner, 

jury, or other judicial body’s determination of murder in this case is not relevant. The 

following instances of death are not included in this definition of murder: deaths caused 

by negligence, suicide, or accident, justifiable homicides, or attempts to murder (FBI , 

2018). 

Rape: Prior to 2013 the definition of rape utilized by the FBI was listed as the 

carnal knowledge of a female forbility against her will. The definiton of rape utilized by 

the FBI was updated in 2013 to remove the term “foricible” and the definition was 
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changed in its entirety. From 2013 onward the definitoin of rape is penetration, regardless 

of how slight, by a sex organ of another person or persons without consent of the victim. 

Attempts to commit rape are included in the data of rape compiled by the FBI. Statutory 

rape instances are excluded from this definiton of rape (FBI , 2018). 

Robbery: Robbery is defined as taking or attempting to take anything of value 

from the custody, care, or control of a person by force or by threat of force (FBI , 2018).  

Aggravated Assault: Aggravated assault is defined as an unlawful attack by one 

person onto another person for the purpose of inflicting severe or aggravated bodily 

injury. This type of offense is usually accompanied by a weapon to casue great bodily 

harm or attempt to cause death. The use of a weapon, such as a gun or a knife, to threaten 

great bodily harm is included under this defintion of aggravated assault due to the 

potential of great bodily harm being caused if said weapon were to be utilized. If a 

larcery-theft and an aggravated assault occur together then the offense shall fall under the 

category of robbery not aggravated assault (FBI , 2018). 

The specific unit being studied in this study is defined as the criminal 

investigations unit and is the same unit across all departments being analyzed. The size of 

the agency is defined as the total number of sworn personel.  

Assumptions 

For this study the resarcher made several assumptions. The first assumption is that 

the UCR is accurate in its entirety. Several thousand police departments report their crime 

data to the FBI. While there are regulations and guidelines in place governing how 

departments report their date to the FBI, there is stil a potential for variance from each 
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department. Reporting is subjective as only one crime is reported to the FBI per 

individual and the most serious crime is the one that is reported. The researcher also 

made the assumption that the FBI has not made an error when recording their data. In an 

attempt to reduce the threat to validity based upon these assumptions the researcher has 

listed the definitions provided by the FBI for each violent crime that is within the scope 

of this study. The second assumption the researcher made is that all budgetary 

information provided by each department is accurate in its entirety. The third assumption 

being made is that the UCR is accurate in its representation of the crime rate per area. 

While many crimes go unreported, for this study it is assumed the UCR is an accurate 

representation of violent crime. The reseracher’s final assumption is that a quantitative, 

multiple regression analysis is the appropriate choice for this study.  

Scope and Delimitations 

This study includes three different municaplities that span a large metropolitan 

area, a moderate metropolitan area, and a rural area within the state of Missouri.  This 

study is limited to one geographical location in the United States: the State of Missouri. 

The choice to use departments within the same state is to reduce the risk of outisde 

variables influencing violent crime rates.. This study meets the standards for a study of its 

type and has a large enough sample size to generalize the findings, although more studies 

in the future should expand upon this one.  

Limitations 

This study was limited to a small sample size of the population within one section 

of three departments within the same state.  This study did not sample the entire 
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population and is therefore limited in its ability to generalize its findings to the entire 

population. This study contains crime rates gathered from the UCR from 2019-2023  

from Table 8 which breaks down the crime rate by city. This study has the potential to be 

limited based upon findings from the UCR. This study is limited to crimes that have been 

reported when discussing the violent crime rates. It would be beneficial if this study had a 

larger scope, however a larger scope is time prohibitive. 

Significance 

This study has the potential to significantly affect policies surrounding police 

department budgets. If there is a relationship between police department budgets and 

violent crime rates than policymakers should take into account these findings when 

curating a budget for the police department. At the time of this research, there has not 

been a quantitative analysis of the effect of police department budgets on violent crime 

rates which makes this research significant in its role of contributing to the body of 

knowledge.  

This study could contribute to positive social change by uncovering a relationship 

between budgets and violent crime rates and in turn offers some insight into how to 

redcue violent crime. A reduction in violent crime is postive social change. In addition to 

a potential reduction in crime this study has the ability to offer insight to policymakers on 

where limtied budgets are going to be most effectively spent.  

Summary 

Walden’s commitment to positive social change is grounded within this study. 

The goal of this study is through examining what the effect of police department budgets 
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have on violent crime rates public policy can be impacted by providing policymakers 

with more insight into the effects that police department budgets have on violent crime 

rates which will allow policymakers to enact policy that can attempt to reduce violent 

crime rates. Within this study the researcher hypothesized that as police department 

budgets rise violent crime rates will decrease. If there is a correlation between budgets 

and crime rates then policymakers will have another tool at their disposal when curating 

budgets to keep the communities safe. This study is grounded in criminological 

framework and aspires to contribute to the greater understanding of crime causation  

This study will only look at police departments and not sheriff or tribal departments. 

Within the literature I saw no distinction for sheriffs only municipalities. In Chapter 2 I 

addressed the theoretical framework of strain theory and conduct an exhaustive literature 

review to isolate the gap in the literature surrounding the relationship between police 

department funding and rates of violent crime. 
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Chapter 2: Literature Review 

Introduction 

In 2020 a global pandemic broke out with the spread of the Covid-19 virus. The 

pandemic added an additional layer of complexity into the conversation surrounding 

defunding the police. Nonini (2021) in their study “The triple-sidedness of “I can’t 

breathe”: The COVID-19 pandemic, enslavement, and agro-industrial capitalism” 

suggests that the Covid-19 pandemic is not only intertwined with police brutality, but 

also exasperated the problem. In addition to a global pandemic, social unrest rose to a 

boiling point within the United States. The death of George Floyd in May of 2020 

sparked protests across not only the United States, but the entire world. These protests all 

echoed one central call from protestors “defund the police.” What it means to defund the 

police can vary from protestor to protestor as well as from advocacy group to advocacy 

group. The calls to defund the police left scholars with many questions. The literature to 

date has been able to operationalize what it means to defund the police. While scholars 

have operationalized what it would mean to defund the police, there is a noticeable gap in 

the literature regarding what the effects of defunding the police would have on violent 

crime rates.  

Literature Search Strategy 

There is extremely limited research on what effect police department budgets 

have on violent crime rates. Most of the literature surrounds what it would mean to 

defund the police, as well as recommendations for police reform. A study by Bjerk 

(2022) studied if greater funding for police departments helped these departments solve 
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more murders. The 2022 study by Bjerk: “Does greater police funding help catch more 

murderers” is the only quantitative study of its type analyzing the relationship between 

funding and crime clearance rates. To locate the gap in the literature the researcher 

utilized Walden University’s library databases. The researcher used EBSCO, ProQuest, 

and SAGE journals. The key terms the researcher searched within the databases were: 

defund police, police funding, police budgets, police budgeting, increased police 

spending, decreased police spending, crime budgets, community policing, smart policing, 

and effective police budgets. Only literature that was published within the last five years 

was utilized for this study. Literature for this study was reviewed from 2017-2023.  

Theoretical Foundation 

There are several theories of crime causation that have been identified by 

criminologists: biochemical theories, learning theories, labeling theory, rational choice 

theory, and strain theory (Tibbetts, 2019). These theories offer insight into what 

criminologists believe is causing crime. Of the mentioned theories this study will utilize 

Strain Theory to ground this research. 

Strain theory states that crime is caused by those who do not have access to 

resources straining or rebelling against those who do have resources and wealth. Strain 

theory is a unique theory in that this theory looks specifically at the negative treatment by 

others on the induvial (Brezina, 2023). Strain theory is also the only current major theory 

of crime causation and delinquency that “…focuses on the role of negative emotions in 

the etiology of offending.” (Brezina, 2023). The negative emotions and/or the negative 

treatment relevant in this theory are emotions such as anger, frustration, or despair 
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(Brezina, 2023). These negative emotions and negative treatment of the individual can 

cause criminality when the individual who has been treated negatively begins to 

experience these negative emotions and then strain against those who either actually or 

through perception caused these emotions. Strain theory grounds this research by looking 

at rates of violent crime broken down by zip code. Each zip code has a different 

socioeconomic status which if Strain theory is correct in this instance, then crime would 

be higher in lower income areas. This study will look at the effect of police department 

budgets on violent crime rates. Police department budgets have the potential for a high 

variance from department to department. This variance in budgets compared with local 

violent crime rates opens the door for a discussion regarding what effect these budgets 

have on violent crime rates. 

Literature Review 

Defund the Police 

Martin (2021) states that one of the major failures of the criminal justice system is 

the lack of accountability for police officers who ultimately kill an individual. Martin 

(2021) makes no distinction in their work if these officer-involved shootings are ruled 

justified or not justified and for this reason in their study “Breonna Taylor: Transforming 

a Hashtag Into Defunding the Police” they argue that the police should be defunded. 

Other scholars share similar reviews regarding perceived shortcomings of the current 

system of policing. Cobbina-Dungy and Jones-Brown (2021) offer the belief that 

defunding the police would entail the shift of resources away from the police department 

budgets and reallocating those funds into social programs that address public safety. 
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Advocates who want to defund the police share a similar belief in “…unchecked police 

violence and growing social inequality.” (Cobbina-Dungy & Jones-Brown, 2021). These 

scholars have operationalized what it would mean to defund the police. Their views 

appear to be congruent with public opinions surrounding defunding the police. 

A qualitative study, “Defund the Police” Perceptions among protestors in the 

2020 March on Washington, conducted by Cobbina et al. (2022) with protestors in the 

2020 March on Washington protest aimed to uncover what the protestors perceptions of 

what it means to defund the police. The study found that a majority of the protesters were 

in favor of using the term “defund the police” and that in their eyes defunding the police 

was a “…two-step process that starts with reduction of police budgets, followed by 

reallocation of these resources toward much needed services in the very communities the 

departments serve.” (Cobbina et al., 2022). The consistent theme among the 28 protestors 

that were interviewed in this study were to defund the police did not mean to abolish the 

police, instead defunding would mean that the department budget would be diverted to 

social programs (Cobbina et al., 2022). While these 28 protestors had similar views of 

what it meant to defund the police the sample size is too small to extrapolate to a larger 

demographic. There are still limited studies on what it means to defund the police, 

however the aforementioned scholars have operationalized a definition that will be used 

throughout this research project. To defund means to divert funding from the department 

budget and invest in other social programs. 

Defunding the police has drawn mixed views from the public. Some polls find 

that the public has an opposition to defunding the police while subsequent polls find that 
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the public want to see policing done in a better way (Cobbina et al., 2022). Polls and 

surveys have limited success in truly gathering the opinions of the public. One reason for 

this limited success is that polls often lack the ability to elaborate on a definition or give 

any nuance to the question. Another barrier to temperature checking the general public is 

that the public oftentimes gets news filtered by the media.  

Craig and Reid (2022) tackled the question regarding how the media portrayed 

what it meant to defund the police, which ultimately influenced public perceptions and 

support or lack thereof. In this study of the mainstream media with networks such as 

ABC News, CNN, The New York Times, MSNBC, and Fox News in the US and the UK 

it was found that the media coverage surrounding the defund the police movement 

mirrored the intention of the movement and did not misrepresent the goals of the 

movement to defund the police (Craig & Reid, 2022). However, it is vital to note that 

even though the mainstream media overall shared the true goal of the movement without 

misrepresentation that does not mean that the information published was without bias. 

Out of the media reviewed there were five overarching themes that came to light. 

These themes included: “…the involvement of corporate America in the defunding 

debate, the frequent use of opinion pieces, mentions of history for informing the debate, 

the inclusion of the police perspective, and reporting seemed to tie the defund movement 

to increases in violent crime.” (Craig & Reid, 2022). These themes were posed differently 

based on the news outlet that was reporting on the issue. Mainstream “liberal” media for 

example ran a headline that stated, “Obama cautions activists against using ‘defund the 

police’ slogan” while mainstream “conservative” media ran a headline that stated, 
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“Obama slams ‘defund the police’ in online interview.” (Craig & Reid, 2022). Both of 

these headlines articulate the same core function that President Obama was against the 

slogan ‘defund the police’ however the delivery of the message was skewed to appeal to 

the audience of each network.  

The mainstream media in modern times is not the only way to temperature check 

public perception. Social media is a favored outlet by the general public to share views on 

issues. In a qualitative study conducted by Patton et al. (2022) an analysis combined of 

focus groups and social media data found similar results to those of Cobbina et al. (2022). 

In this analysis of social media data it was determined that participants of this particular 

study based in New York City felt that defunding the police was the right solution to 

reduce violence in their communities (Patton et al., 2022). These findings are congruent 

with findings from other scholars that defunding the police is not an unpopular opinion.  

Adults are not the only ones who hold opinions on the defunding of the police 

debate. Adolescents [13-17], when surveyed, were found to be in support of defunding 

the police based on their race (Fine & Del Toro, 2022). In this study youth were broken 

up into groups based on their race, White, Black/African American, Hispanic/Latinx. The 

researchers analyzed the adolescents’ response to defunding the police as well as testing 

for in their views changed if a talk was given to them regarding police safety and 

potential risk to them. It was determined that a majority of the youth interviewed were in 

favor of defunding the police, especially those who had been given a talk regarding 

biases from law enforcement towards their race (Fine & Del Toro, 2022).  
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The reasons to defund the police have been fairly consistent across the literature. 

Nonini (2021) states that the system of policing at its core as been intertwined with 

racism since the conception of policing. Nonini (2021) highlights the broken window 

theory and how the role of policing has been instrumental in the “…destruction of 

African Americans whose very presence threatens the “real estate values” that the finance 

industry and its local ally, the Chamber of Commerce, holds dear.” (Nonini 2021). The 

belief that policing is rooted in racism and therefore must be defunded is echoed across 

several scholars within the literature. Cobbina-Dungy and Jones-Brown (2021) share 

similar views to Nonini (2021). Cobbina-Dungy and Jones-Brown (2021) share in their 

research that they believe the United States has a problem with policing as a whole and a 

problem of racism within policing.  

The claims of racism within policing can be suported by statistical analyses and 

statements that are made by police officers in which they admit they have and will target 

an indivdual based upon their race (Cobbina-Dungy & Jones-Brown, 2021). Police 

officers are not targeting individuals based upon race on their own accord. Some training 

and policies have been found to encourage police officers to target indiviuals based on 

race or socioeconomic status (Cobbina-Dungy & Jones-Brown, 2021). These policies 

oftentimes have a dispropriant effect on Black people and people of color (Cobbina-

Dungy & Jones-Brown, 2021). 

Martin (2021) offered more insight into the tangible harm that comes to Black 

communities from the police. Breonna Taylor was a young Black woman who was shot 

in her own home during a police raid. Taylor was in her home when the police acted on a 
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no-knock warrant. Taylor’s boyfriend, upon hearing people enter the home, fired a single 

shot. In response to the shot the officers on scene fired thirty-two shots, six of thse shots 

hit Taylor, ultimately causing her death (Martin, 2021).  

Taylor’s death brought to life several issues within some of  policing systems 

regarding accountability. The officers in this instance falsified reports regarding what 

took place that night. In an incident report Taylor had no injuries listed and it and the 

report stated there was no forced entry despite their being evidence to the contrary 

(Martin, 2021). Six months after Taylor’s death only one out of four officers invovled 

was terminated and charged. Martin (2021) states that there has not been an ounce of 

accountability among the other officers or from the police department that allowed the 

raid to occur. As of 2022 [over two years after Taylor’s death] all involved officers have 

been charged by the United States Department of Justice (Duke, 2022).  

Literature by Cobbina-Dungy and Jones Brown (2021) supports the claims of lack 

of accountability by Martin (2021). 1 in every 1,000 Black men within the United States 

are killed by police, meaning being killed by police is the leading cause of death for 

young Black men (Cobbina-Dungy & Jones-Brown, 2021). A study that was conducted 

by Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri concluded that police officers kill 

unarmed Black men and women more often than other races. It was also found in this 

study that 60% of the Black women that were killed by the police beetween 2013-2015 

did not have a weapon in their hands at the time of their death (Cobbina-Dungy & Jones-

Brown, 2021). These findings are kindling for the fire of defunding the police.  
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The deaths of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, Erik Garner, 

Daunte Wright, and numerous other Black people, incited protests due to not only the 

death of another person but also from the lack of accountability for those who caused 

their deaths. Even more friction occurred when protests errupted after these deaths and 

these protests were met with “…violent police repression… sanctioned by the Trump 

administration…” (Nonini, 2021). Nonini (2021) brings into the literature an intersection 

between police killings and how police are used as crowd control oftentimes through use 

of force. Using police presence and force to quell protests is an intersting procedural 

choice when these protests are protesting the use of force by police.   

Scholars within the literature surrounding defund the police are in agreement that 

the police should be defunded. The scholars have central tenents that are agreed upon. 

Martin (2021) highlights a lack of accountability for offers. Nonini (2021) builds on this 

lack of accountability and brings how protests are handled into the conversation. 

Cobbina-Dungy and Jones-Brown (2021) echo Martin (2021) in the vein of lack of 

accountability. Cobbina-Dungy and Jones-Brown (2021) expand onto Nonini (2021) in 

the vein of racism within the policing system.  

So far the scope of the literature has surrounded defunding the police within the 

United States. Scholars outside of the United States have weighed in and explored their 

reasons for wanting to defund the police. The international perspective regarding 

defunding the police highlights that the question of police funding is not limited to the 

United States. In Canada a group of doctors have come together and created the group 

Doctors for Defunding the Police. This group argues that police are unprepard to handle 
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mental heatlh crises. A doctor of the group shares “too often ‘the person is clearly in a 

mental health crisis’… ‘we send the police, and [the person in distress] ends up dead.” 

(Glauser, 2020). Other doctors in the group share concerns within the same vein. A 

consistent theme showed up from multiple doctors in this group. The consistent theme 

within the international literature is the police are not prepared to handle a mental health 

crisis. The solution proposed was to defund the police and allocate funding into mental 

heatlh programs such as a mobile crisis intervention team which would partner with 

police and provide a trained medical professional on calls (Glauser, 2020). 

The reasons scholars want to defund the police are consistent across the literature. 

After establishing why the police should be defunded scholars begun to tackle the 

question of how the police would be defunded. Before addressing the theories on how to 

defund the police it is critical to look at if defunding the police is even feasible. Lum et 

al. (2022) conducted a study that includede nine different agencies and a million 911 calls 

in an atttempt to create a time invetory log of what the police are often used for. This 

study took place from 2016-2017 and all data was collected before the pandemic meaning 

that during and post-pandemic calls to police could have changed. 

Out of all the calls reviewed by Lum et al. (2022) there were fourteen consistent 

categories that the calls were put into for analysis. The fourteen categories were 

administrative non-crime events, alarms of any kind, vice which handled all events drug, 

prostituion or gambling, disorder, domestic-related, follow-ups or service requests, 

mental, medial, missing persons, violence, interpersonal-other, property, suspicious, and 

traffic-related (Lum et al., 2022). Based on the analysis of calls Lum et al. (2022) found 
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that a majority of calls to police are not for serious crimes. The most common calls the 

police received were for traffic events, disorders, suspicious activity, and property 

crimes, 56.4% of time to be exact. (Lum et al., 2022).  

The study by Lum et al. (2022) highlights that a majority of time spent by police 

is not responding to violent crimes. With this information the question then becomes is it 

possible to defund the police if the majority of their time is not spent involved with 

violent crime. The answer is still complicated. At this point in time, there is no other 

organization that could respond to the calls from community members for non-serious 

concerns.  

A consistent theme across the literature is that police should not be repsonding to 

mental health crisises. However, the study by Lum et al. (2022) shows that a vast 

majority of time spent by police is not related to mental health issues. This is not to 

negate the seriousness of mental health crisises or diminish the need for alternatives to 

police in mental health, but it is important to acknowledge that police do not spend as 

much time handling mental health concerns as some people believe. This sentiment is 

echoed by Brunson et al. (2021) where they mention that “arguments for redirecting 

funds to other city agencies and departments are grounded in beliefs that police are not 

qualified to handle certain calls (e.g. citizens’ mental health crises)…” (Brunson et al., 

2021). Based on fidnings by Lum et al. (2022) a majority of time spent by police is not 

spent on mental health concerns. Brunson et al. (2021) bring to light an interesting 

question that future studies should consider when it comes to discussions surrounding 

defunding the police they state that future studies should investigate if police shootings 
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are more likely to come from responding to calls or from activity that officers self-

initiate.  

A large portion of time spent by police is being spent on traffic-related concerns 

(Lum et al., 2022). A crux of the calls to defund the police rests on the idea of diverting 

funding to other programs and agencies and reducing the things police are responsible 

for. Many scholars have stated that other agencies such as specific traffic enforcement 

agencies, agencies centered around mutual aid, and agencies with a focus on 

transforamtive justice should exist for handling public safety concerns, but few have 

given a tangible roadmap for what these agencies would look like. Woods (2021) is one 

of the few scholars who created a blueprint for adding a traffic agency separate from the 

current police department. 

In the proposal by Woods (2021) the police would no longer be responsible for 

traffic enforcement instead cities would create their own traffic enforcement agencies. 

These agencies would hire traffic monitors who would be responsible for traffic law 

enforcement and would operate independently of the police. These traffic monitors would 

not have arrest authority, but would be able to issue tickets for traffic violations (Woods, 

2021). Of course there would be instances where the police would have to become 

involved in the interaction, but interactions between police and traffic monitors would be 

in extremely limited circumstances. “Typically, those circumstances would exist when a 

traffic monitor was faced with a more serious traffic offense (perhaps driving a stolen 

vehicle, driver’s license offenses, or DUI).” (Woods, 2021). The removal of police from 
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traffic stops would reduce the interactions between police and the community. Traffic 

stops continue to be an area of racial and economic injustice (Woods, 2021).  

To defund the police has been addressed across the literature. Some scholars such 

as Woods (2021) offer solutions as to how to divert funding to different departments. 

Other scholars such as Lum et al. (2022) address the time being spent by police officers. 

Finally scholars such as Cobbina-Dungy and Jones Brown (2021), Nonini (2021), and 

Martin (2021) articulate why the police need to be defunded. Defunding the police is still 

only one section of the literature surrounding police refrom. Other scholars do not wish to 

merely defund the police, they wish to abolish the police.  

There are numerous calls to defund the police, but some scholars have a different 

view. They believe defunding the police is not enough when it comes to criminal justice 

reform. Some scholars feel that abolishing the police is the best course of action moving 

forward. Scholars who wish to abolish the police echo many sentiments that scholars who 

wish to defund the police share. Those who wish to abolish the police feel that current 

methods of reform are not effective, and that abolition is the only way forward.  

Maynard (2020) shares that police budgets continue to increase and so does the 

scope of policing. Within this increased budget and scope there have been multiple 

attempts at reform but Maynard (2020) laments that these reforms have “…served only to 

uphold the status quo of racial violence and maintain, extend, and even expand the scope 

of the institution.” Other scholars share similar views to Maynard (2020). Dobchuck-

Land and Walby (2021) agree that police reform is not possible, and abolition is the only 

way forward by stating that police reform only creates legitimacy for the police which in 
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turn creates this illusion that the police can be reformed  which further causes harm to the 

community. Akbar (2020) echoes similar sentiments by focusing on reforming the 

criminal justice system. Other frameworks such as abolition are drowned out. Akbar 

(2020) shares that “we used to think that if we improved policing, we could escape its 

violence.”, suggesting that reform is not possible, and that abolition is the way forward.  

Consistent themes that have arisen from the literature surrounding the abolition of 

the police include the failure of reform. Attempts to reform the police have been 

ineffective. Diverse hiring, implicit bias training, and other attempts to reform the police 

have not worked, “…violence remained a core feature of the sprawling institution.” 

(Akbar, 2020). Dobchuck-Land and Walby (2021) also share the view that reform has 

failed by stating that police are ineffective stating “if clearance rates or crime rates are 

used as an index [of effectivness] they have utterly failed.” Maynard (2020) shares a 

similar sentiment when it comes to the effectivenes of the police stating that “from the 

perspective of of protecting Black life, all of these reforms have been abject failures…”. 

Scholars who wish to abolish the police all share sentiments that police reform is 

ineffective. The sentiment that police are ineffective feeds into the discussion that several 

scholars who wish to abolish the police are having. This dicussion centers around the 

necessity of the police. 

Dobchuck-Land and Walby (2021) argue that police do not provide safety to a 

community, police do not fight crime, and that police are not community based. This 

sentiment of the necessity of police is consistent with other scholars. The statement that 

police do not provide safety to a community is supported by O’Rourke et al. (2021) 
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where in their article it is mentioned that police frequently use excessive force as well as 

kill an alarming number of people. Akbar (2020) deviates a bit when discussing the 

necessity of the police.  

In their research Akbar (2020) focuses less on if police are a necessity right now 

and more on the importance of creating a society and a community where the system of 

policing we know today is obsolete. Maynard (2020) shares similar views to Akbar 

(2020) regarding the desire to abolish the police by making the need for policing as we 

know it to become obslete. Both Maynard (2020) and Akbar (2020) agree that the way 

forward is not to reform the instituion of policing but rather to abolish the police system 

by creating a society that has stronger social programs which would eliminate the need 

for police. Maynard (2020) argues that the way forward is to address root causes of harm 

and divert public funding towards community-based programs. These programs would be 

programs that are built on transformative justice, harm reduction, mutual aid, and the 

decriminalization of homelessness, drugs, and sex work (Maynard, 2020). The focus on 

collective community based care and mutual aid as a path forward is supported by Akbar 

(2020) as well.  

O'Rourke et al. (2021) while in agreement with abolishing the police differ a bit 

from Maynard (2020) and Akbar (2020). O'Rourke et al. (2021) share that dispanding the 

police does not necessarily lead to any commitment about what happens to the 

community after the police are disbanded. Dispanding the police might lead to newer 

agencies of governmence or the outcome could lead to a mutual aid framework that was 

consistent with what Maynard (2020) and Akbar (2020) envisioned, however O'Rourke et 
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al. (2021) make it clear in their research that the aftermath of police abolition is governed 

by policymaker’s imaginations. 

O'Rourke et al. (2021) shed some light on the barriers that would hinder the 

abolition of the police. Police agencies are more difficult to disband than another 

governing body due to the level of entrenchment politically and legally in the community 

(O'Rourke et al., 2021). Police unions are also a major hurdle when it comes to abolition 

of police as unions are oftentimes hostile towards reform (Margolis, 2022).  

Similar to the dicussion surrounding if defunding the police is possible the 

dicussion surrounding abolishing the police brings into question the feasibility of such an 

aciton. As previously mentioned a majority of time spent by police officers is not on 

violent crimes (Lum et al., 2022). The majority of time spent by police is on non-violent 

crimes such as traffic, property crimes, and mental health crises (Lum et al., 2022). In a 

similar vein as defunding the police to abolish the police would require a replacement of 

their functions in society now.  

Woods (2021) earlier in this section offered insight into how to remove police 

from traffic violations. A separate civilian traffic agency is one step towards making 

police obsolete. The disconnect in Woods (2021) in regards to abolition is that the police 

would still be built into this framework and called upon for serious issues such as a DUI. 

At this time there is no research around the effectiveness of abolishing the police. This is 

an area for future studies to attempt to fill.  
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Police Reform  

In the veins of defunding the police and abolishing the police, reform is discussed 

extensively. There are many different avenues for police reform in the literature. 

Koziarksi and Huey (2021) acknowledge the importance of a robust discussion 

surrounding what police reform could look like and turn to David Bayley’s Police for the 

Future to look at avenues of reform. Bayley, the world’s leading international 

comparative policing scholar, wrote about police accountability within the United States 

and other countries (Stenning, 2021). In his work Bayley acknowleded the issue of racial 

profiling and the shooting of civilians and argued in favor of evidence-based policing 

(Stenning, 2021). 

In a response to Bayley’s Blueprint Koziarski and Huey (2021) argue that the 

police cannot be the only response to social issues, but in the same vein the police cannot 

completely divorce themselves from the responsibility of said social issues. This leaves 

the police reform discussion in a bit of a condundrum. On one hand some scholars such 

as Jacobs, et al. (2021) believe that the way forward is to completely remove the police 

unit from social issues and to divorce the union of social workers and police officers. 

Jacobs, et al. (2021) state that a majority of calls to the police are not calls to handle a 

crime but are calls to respond to a need for social services.  

With some scholars of the opinion that police should remove themselves from 

social work and other scholars of the opinion that it is impossible for police to remove 

themselves from social work the discussion surrounding reform can become a tangled 

web of different ideas. In an attempt to detangle the web of differing opinions Koziarski 
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and Huey (2021) clearly state that there are two questions that need to be considered 

when discussing police reform. The first question is what do we specifically want the 

police to do, and the second question is how do we want the police to do the specific 

things we would like them to do (Koziarksi & Huey, 2021). To answer those questions 

Koziarski and Huey (2021) anchor their research in the framework of Bayley. 

When it comes to decidcing on what we specifically would like the police to do 

there is a discussion around using the police to prevent and reduce crime (Koziarksi & 

Huey, 2021). The effectivness of the police and their ability to prevent or reduce crime 

are not pertiment to the conversation surrounding reform at this exact moment. Right now 

the framework is simply what it is the police should be doing. When it comes to focusing 

on crime reduction and prevention the police force would remove themselves entirely 

from social issues (Koziarksi & Huey, 2021). Bayley argues that in order for the police 

unit to be effective an approach of “honest law enforcement” must take place in which 

strict boundaries are placed on what the police are responding to. In this model police 

would strictly respond to crime and would focus on “authoritative intervention” which 

would force crime prevention to be removed from their plate (Koziarksi & Huey, 2021). 

The literature does not offer solutions as to where the issue of crime prevention would be 

housed at under this model at this time.  

Another reccomendation by Bayley through Koziarksi and Huey (2021) that is 

echoed by Jacobs, et al. (2021) is that the police unit should soley be responsible for 

crime fighting and crime prevention. In this framework funding for policing could be 

diverted over to fund other programs that would address some of the social factors that 
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lead to crime causation such as drug abuse, poor education, and lack of job skills. 

However, this framework hinges on an assumption that these programs will be effective 

in reducing crime rates which would allow the police force to soley focus on reactive 

activies (Koziarksi & Huey, 2021). 

With multiple suggestions for reform and no tangible proof that either will be 

effective researchers turn to another concept called evidence-based policing. Evidence 

based policing is a concept that was created by Lawrence Sherman in 1998 where he 

“…explicitly called for police practices to ‘be based on scientific evidence about what 

works best.” (Koziarksi & Huey, 2021). In this model policymakers and police leadership 

would defer to academics and police practioners and these groups would work together to 

implement realisitic practices that are rooted in evidence (Koziarksi & Huey, 2021). In 

recent years evendince-based policing has become excpetionally popular, however the 

effectiveness of this practice has still not been confirmed to date (Koziarksi & Huey, 

2021). 

Other scholars have additional theories on how to best implement police reform. 

The subject of personal accountability has been brought to light by Nguepdo (2022) and 

Ramirez and Pinto (2021). Nguepdo (2022) and Ramirez and Pinto (2021) share similar 

views of personal liability for police officers through a professional liability insurance 

policy. Some reserachers believe that current attempts at police reform have been 

ineffective because offending officers are not liable for their conduct, they have no 

personal liability for their actions (Nguepdo, 2022). Oftentimes when police kill civilians, 

particularily Black civilians they are rarely convicted and any civil suits that are settled 
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and damages awarded to the victims family are paid for by taxpayers and not the officers 

themselves (Nguepdo, 2022). 

The doctrine of qualified immunitiy is what shields officers from personal 

accountability for actions taken while performing police work. Harlow v. Fitzgerald is 

the case that stated “…officers should be shielded from undue interference with their 

duties and from potentially disabiling threats of liability.” (Nguepdo, 2022). Even if 

qualified immunity does not protect the officer oftentimes their personal assets are still 

protected from a lawsuit due the the indeminet from their employer covering damages 

(Nguepdo, 2022). The lack of personal accountability has drawn critcism from several 

scholars. Ramirez and Pinto (2021) argue that qualified immunitiy has had an unintended 

negative impact on holding officers accountable as a review of appellete court records 

show that the court system has a high probability of granting qualified immunity in cases 

where the officer is accused of using excessive force. 

To combat the issue of qualified immunitiy Nguepdo (2021) reccomends that 

officers be required to purchase and maintain professional liability insurance. This 

professional liability insurance policy would pay out civil damages when the officer is 

found to be at fault rather than the taxpayers of the community. Ramirez and Pinto (2021) 

echo Nguepdo (2021) by agreeing that officers should be held personally accountable for 

any damages and offer a solution of an insurance policy. This professional liability 

insurance policy is assumed to ultimately weed out bad apples by detering officers from 

reckless behavior or excesisve force.  
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A critique of the insurance policy is that this insurance company would have too 

much control over the police department. Ramirez and Pinto (2021) combat this critique 

by stating the insurance company would not have influcence over the day to day activities 

the insurance company will set a rate for a premium based upon risk. Another criticism of 

requiring an insurance policy is the belief that officers will refuse to act during dangerous 

situations due to concerns for the potential for their insurance premium to rise. Nguepdo 

(2021) believes that this critique would not be a concern because “…the insurance 

companies will only receive the reports of officers’ unjustified acts, not those that fall 

withinthe scope of their employment.” Since there have been no policies implemented 

that would require officers to carry personal liability insurance at this time the effects of 

this reform is only theoretical and not empircally tested.  

When it comes to reform scholars such as Margolis (2022), Ramirez and Pinto 

(2021), and Casleton (2020) address the hurdle that police unions present to attempts at 

reform. Margolis (2022) states there is a consesus among scholars regarding the role 

police unions have in protecting officers from accountability for their actions which in 

turn further enables police violence. This sentiment is echoed by Ramirez and Pinto 

(2021) where they state that unions have used a collective bargaining power to unfairly 

control the hiring, firing, and discipline of officers. In an interview with Scott Caselton, 

Alex Vitale, sociologist at Brooklyn College and author of the book “The End of 

Policing” states that police unions are a detriment to meaningful police reform (Casleton, 

2020). Police unions are not a union, like other unions, built to protect their members 

from unfair treatment. Vitale, states that he does not believe in removing a police union 
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in its entirety, but rather neutrelizing some of the power that unions have in the political 

spehere (Casleton, 2020).  

One of the tangible powers unions have that is disciplinary powers. Police chiefs 

cannot set discipline policies without union approval. This level of power surrounding 

discipline of officers has lead the union to bargain for what some scholars call 

problematic displinary provisions. Some of these provisions include: “…limiting 

pathways for civilian complaints and delaying interrogations of the officers accused of 

misconduct, often conceding salary and benefits improvements in exchange for laxer 

discipline.” (Margolis, 2022). Another policy the union has been able to successfully 

lobby for is limitations on the availability of records of misconduct, discipline, or body 

camera footage being released to the public (Margolis, 2022). 

Police unions make removing bad officers next to impossible. Unions make 

discipline incredibly expensive by making leadership manuver the maze of union rules as 

well as making attempts to discipline officers extremely costly due to the amount of 

payroll being spent to navigate a discipline case (Margolis, 2022). A review of 178 police 

union contracts found several areas of concern in the bargaining agreements. Some of 

these provisions would include providing evidence to an officer before the officer could 

be interrogated, required destruction of personnel records after a set time period, limits on 

civilian oversight, and arbitration clauses (Margolis, 2022). With the power unions have 

in creating and enforcing policy it is increasingly difficult to push meaningful reform 

when everything has to be bargained through a union.  
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As more and more calls for police reform come to light creative solutions become 

more common. Some of these solutions include putting safety into the hands of the 

private sector. Other solutions involve the use of technology and robocops. Heydari 

(2022) brings the efforts of the private sector into the conversation. Heydari (2022) 

asserts that the private sector having a role in public safety is not “…intrinsically harmful 

nor beneficial.” Turning to the private sector is an option for criminal justice reform by 

removing items from the plate of police officers. Some examples of things the private 

sector can do to assist with public safety are activities that would engage in violence 

prevention, provide resources to victims of domestic violence, and offer some 

community-based options that would eliminate a need to call the police (Heydari, 2022). 

The privitatization of the criminal justice system can spark viseral reactions from 

some scholars. This immediate negative reaction could come from anti-private prison 

stances, however not all forms of privitization include sweeping industrial corporations. 

In the current system the policing units already rely on the private sector to help solve 

crimes. An example of this reliance would be neighborhood watch programs (Heydari, 

2022). The private sector has the potential to grow if resources continue to be divereted 

from the police. 

Evidence-based policing was discussed by Koziarksi and Huey (2021) and now 

Maliphol and Hamilton (2022) expand on evidence-based policing and bring in a 

discussion regarding technology and its role in criminal justice reform. Improved smart 

technology has the potential to be instrumental in criminal justice reform by means of 

objectivity meaning an elimination of bias in interactions (Maliphol & Hamilton, 2022). 
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Scholars have offered a myraid of examples on how to reform the police. Maliphol and 

Hamilton (2022) believe that technology is the way forward specifically the use of 

robocops. 

The use of robocops have the potential to “…decrease risk of injury to criminal 

suspects and make detentions, arrests, and searches safer.” (Maliphol & Hamilton, 2022). 

A primary goal of the defund the police movement is to make the community safer and it 

appears robocops have the potential to achieve that goal. Another bonus of robocops is 

that they will potentially have the ability to replace police officers in dangerous and 

violent situations which in turn makes everyone safer (Maliphol & Hamilton, 2022). 

Smart policing and the use of technology is still in its infancy. Studies are being 

conducted to review the ethical implications of smart technology and its ability to remove 

biases in policing. At this time there are no studies surrounding the implementation of 

smart policing.  

Scholars have discussed the practical ways to improve the criminal justice system. 

Researchers have put an emphasis on focusing on the community itself and working to 

reduce harm within the community. Henson and Rosenthal (2022) take community safety 

a step further by engaging Black father’s in Philadelphia and conducting a qualitative 

study to understand how to make communities safer. Most of the conversation 

surrounding how to divert funding away from the police and into the communities simply 

focus on the basic needs of that community such as housing or job training. Henson and 

Rosenthal (2022) found there is a need to expand past just the basics when it comes to 

community safety. The fathers interviewed in this study shared a common theme of 
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wanting programs that would “…cultivate a sense of belonging, provide their children 

with opportunities for achievement and recognition, and enable community members to 

reach their full potential.” (Henson & Rosenthal, 2022). 

Some of the ways the community wanted to seek to reduce violence was by 

adding in enriching spaces within the community. It was observed that many 

communities had no programs for enjoyment, education, or enrichment. The commuity 

members wanted programs such as a YMCA or a chess club to exist in their community 

(Henson & Rosenthal, 2022). Most of the literature surrounding defunding the police 

only focused on the necessities. It is imperative that scholars continue to reach higher 

than the bare minimum for these communities.  

Summary 

There has been extensive literature written around what it would mean to defund 

the police, abolish the police, or reform the police. Despite a wide range of literature on 

policing there is to date no research that takes a quantitative look at the effect of police 

department budgets on violent crime rates, that is the gap in the literature that this study 

attempts to begin to fill. In chapter 3, I will restate the purpose of this study as well as a 

detailed description of the research design and analysis plan. I will also operationalize all 

variables that will be utilized in this study.  
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Chapter 3: Research Method 

Introduction 

The intent of this study was to analyze what the relationship is, if there is one, 

between violent crime rates and police department budgets in the era of calls to defund 

the police. The hypothesis takes into account the rise of departmental budgets by some 

communities and the decrease in departmental budgets by other communities to form the 

belief that as department budgets rise, rates of violent crime decrease.  

In this section the researcher will restate the research question and hypothesis. 

The researcher will then discuss the research design and rationale that was utilized in 

answering the research questions. In the methodology section that will follow the 

researcher will define the population and data used in this study. The researcher shall 

then provide an explanation of the statistical analysis the researcher will use with SPSS 

and the assumptions made in the study. The researcher shall conclude this chapter with a 

discussion surrounding anticipated threats to validity and a summary of the research 

methods used.  

Research Design and Rationale  

This study had a goal of understanding the relationship between violent crime 

rates and police department budgets. For this study, the researcher utilized a quantitative, 

quasi-experimental multiple regression analysis research design. The reason for utilizing 

a quasi-experimental design is due to ethical considerations it would be impossible to 

perform an experiment that is able to be controlled (Harris, et al., 2006). Quasi-
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experimental designs are different from experimental designs as they do not have a 

randomization of subjects and control groups (Harris, et al., 2006). 

Methodology  

Population  

The population in this study came from three different  departments:  Department 

1, 2 and 3 . The sample departments came from the same state: Missouri. This study is 

unable to sample the entire population, to compromise for feasibility this study looks at 

three different departments. Crime statistics were pulled from each municipality and then 

compared to the budget for the police department within that municipality. The UCR 

compiles data regarding violent crimes which are the only type of crime reviewed within 

this study. Each police department retains records of crime rates that occur within their 

municipality. Only violent crime rates were reviewed in this study from police 

departments when the UCR is unpublished for the year in review. 

Sampling and Sampling Procedures  

This research utilized secondary data that is publicly available to compare the 

budgets and violent crime rates from three different departments. Randomization was not 

needed for this study and a traditional manipulation of variables using a control group 

would be neither possible nor ethical. The researcher utilized existing secondary data 

provided by the UCR and the police department’s public record of a budget and crime 

rates.  

The researcher utilized police department budgets as their independent variable. 

The researcher analyzed violent crime rates per city as their dependent variable. The 
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researcher used the population, the unit of criminal investigations, and the size of the 

agency as mediating factors. The researcher used a five-year time span, specifically the 

years of 2019-2023, to analyze violent crime rates and departmental budgets to attempt to 

get an accurate representation of the effect of budgets on violent crime rates. This 

research did not seek to determine the causality of violent crime. This research is 

intended to examine the relationship between the independent and dependent variables 

In this study the researcher used secondary data surrounding violent crime 

gathered by the FBI and compiled in the Uniform Crime Report (UCR) and from 

departmental crime statistics for years that the UCR is unavailable. The UCR gathers 

crime data from police departments and compiles the arrests into a report. The researcher 

analyzed data from a five-year period to analyze violent crime rates over time. The 

secondary budget data that was reviewed in this study was gathered from available public 

records collected from either budgets published on the city website or by request from the 

appropriate city administration official within each department.  

The data that was used in this study will come from Part 1 of the UCR or from 

published violent crime rates within a department where the UCR year is unavailable. 

Only violent crimes were considered in this study at this time. Violent crimes are 

considered to be murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault. Definitions from the 

UCR for these crimes can be located in Ch. 1. Sample Size: The sample size for this 

study is three specifically chosen police departments within the state of Missouri. A large 

metropolitan area, a moderate metropolitan area and a rural area.   
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Variables 

This study had one independent variable, one dependent variable, and three 

mediating variables. The independent variable is department budget per year. This study 

analyzed the years 2019-2023.The dependent variable in this study is violent crime rates 

to include murder, rape, robbery, and assault The mediating variables in this study are the 

population, the criminal investigations unit, and the size of the agency.  

Data Analysis Plan 

The researcher utilized the IBM Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) 

Version 28. This study utilized a multiple regression analysis in an attempt to determine 

what the relationship is between the relationship between the variables is. The 

independent variable is police department budgets. The dependent variable is violent 

crime rates. The mediating variables are the population, the criminal investigations unit, 

and the agency size. For this study, a multiple regression analysis was performed as a 

multiple regression can account for the independent variable and mediating variables 

within the analysis. There were several assumptions made within this analysis, and they 

are as followed: 

Dependent variables are continuous and measured as such. Violent crime rates are 

continuous.  

The independent variables are a continuous variable and will be measured as 

such. 
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Research Questions and Hypothesis  

RQ 1: What is the correlation between police department budgets and violent 

crime rates while controlling for various variables.  

H1: As police department budgets increase rates of violent crime will decrease. 

Null H1: As police department budgets increase, rates of violent crime will increase. 

H1: As the size of the agency decreases the rates of violent crime will increase.  

Null H1: As the size of the agency increases the rates of violent crime will 

decrease.  

H1: As the population of the area increases the rates of violent crime will 

increase. 

Null H1: As the population of the area decreases the rates of violent crime will 

decrease.  

H1: As the budget for the specific unit of criminal investigations increase rates of 

violent crime will decrease. 

Null H1: As the budget for the specific unit of criminal investigations decreases 

the rates of violent crime will increase.  

Statistical Tests 

The independent and dependent variables were uploaded into SPSS. Once the data 

has been imported the researcher ran a multiple regression analysis test in SPSS. A 

descriptive statistics box was included in the analysis and was the first thing the 

researcher reviewed. The descriptive statistics provided the researcher with variability 
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within the independent and dependent variables. The descriptive statistics chart included 

the mean, the standard deviation, and the range.  

Under the descriptive statistics chart, bivariate statistics were displayed. These 

bivariate statistics results were represented by a Pearson’s correlation which showed what 

the relationship is between the dependent variable and the independent variable. 

Pearson’s correlation measures what the linear strength of a relationship is between 

variables (Laerd Statistics, 2018). 

The final chart displayed multivariate statistics which were presented in a table 

that the researcher used to determine the relationship between the independent variables 

and the dependent variable. The analysis included one regression model to answer the 

following research question. 

Regression Model 1: 

Violent crime rates as the dependent variable = police department budgets + 

mediating variables.  

Threats to Validity  

The data compiled from the FBI via the Uniform Crime Report (UCR) does have 

its limitations. The UCR gathers data from over 18,000 different law enforcement 

agencies. With this level of reporting there is a margin for error. The UCR is limited in 

the sense that it can only gather crime statistics that have been reported to the police. Any 

crime that is not reported will therefore not be considered in the violent crime rate that 

will be utilized in this study. Another limitation within the UCR is that only one crime is 

reported per individual. If a person is victimized multiple ways in the same interaction 
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only one crime will be reported and that crime will be the most severe crime i.e., a victim 

is robbed and murdered, only the murder will be reported to the FBI not the robbery (FBI, 

2018). 

As previously mentioned, this study is limited by only analyzing reported crimes. 

In 2021, it was found that roughly only 45.6 percent of violent crimes that occurred were 

reported to the police (Statista, 2023). With less than half of violent crime being reported 

to the police, this study does face limitations by using the UCR. The UCR only accounts 

for reported crime therefor this study will be unable to analyze the effect of police 

department budgets on violent crime rates in its entirety.  

The UCR as of this study has not been published for 2020, therefor the researcher 

utilized crime rates provided by each department. The use of departmental data has its 

limitations. Similar to the limitations of the UCR, departmental data can only account for 

crime that has been reported. As mentioned above only 45.6% of violent crime is 

reported to the police (Statista, 2023). This study is limited even by utilizing 

departmental data to capture more information regarding violent crime by only utilizing 

reported crime. There is no way to combat this threat to validity within this study.  

Ethical Procedures 

This study utilized secondary data that is publicly available and published by 

several levels of governmental entities. The data used in this study was collected from 

municipal websites, the FBI website, and by request from the appropriate government 

official when not published on the municipal website. Utilizing secondary data reduces 

ethical concerns regarding recruitment and permissions. The data being used in this study 
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does not contain any personal or confidential information. The data was reported in 

accordance with appropriate privacy standards required to obscure the identity of the 

agencies involved. In order to conduct this research, the researcher received approval 

from the Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval number 08-13-24-1177553. The data 

collected remained anonymous and was labeled numerically i.e. Department 1-3. The true 

identities of the sites were not kept or reported within this study. Outside of the 

researcher, no one else will have access to the data that is not anonymized. At the 

conclusion of this study the data will be destroyed in five years per IRB guidelines as it is 

no longer needed. 

Summary  

This study intended to begin to understand what the relationship is between police 

department budgets and violent crime rates in the era of calls to defund the police. The 

population of this study was limited to one state and three departments within the state. 

The data that was utilized in this study can be found via public records within the UCR 

and publicly available police department budgets. For this study the researcher utilized a 

quantitative, quasi-experimental, multiple regression analysis research design and SPSS 

for the analysis. In the next chapter, I will address the results of this study.  
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Chapter 4: Results 

Introduction 

The purpose of this study is to analyze what the relationship is, if there is one, 

between violent crime rates and police department budgets in the era of calls to defund 

the police. In this study the researcher’s goal is to expand the existing body of knowledge 

surrounding police department budgets and violent crime rates. The research question and 

the hypothesis for this study are as followed: 

RQ 1: What is the correlation between police department budgets and violent 

crime rates while controlling for various variables.  

H1: As police department budgets increase rates of violent crime will decrease. 

Null H1: As police department budgets increase, rates of violent crime will increase. 

H1: As the size of the agency decreases the rates of violent crime will increase.  

Null H1: As the size of the agency increases the rates of violent crime will 

decrease.  

H1: As the population of the area increases the rates of violent crime will 

increase. 

Null H1: As the population of the area decreases the rates of violent crime will 

decrease.  

H1: As the budget for the specific unit of criminal investigations increase rates of 

violent crime will decrease. 
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Null H1: As the budget for the specific unit of criminal investigations decreases 

the rates of violent crime will increase.  

This chapter includes information regarding the secondary data that was collected 

and utilized in the study. This chapter will provide the results of the study including all 

levels of analysis that were performed.  

Data Collection 

Prior to collecting data for this study, I was granted approval from the Walden 

University Institutional Review Board (IRB # 08-13-24-1177553). The data according to 

the plan that was outlined in Chapter 3 with some additional testing. In addition to the 

multiple regression that was outlined in Chapter Three, a one-way ANOVA test was also 

performed with a post-hoc test [Tukey’s HSD]  to determine how the departments 

differed from each other. The data that was used for violent crime statistics were 

collected using the Uniform Crime Report (UCR) from the years 2019-2023. The police 

department budget, specifically the criminal investigations unit, the data came from 

publicly available budgets published on municipal websites. The agency size was 

gathered by reaching out to the city liaison officer for all departments via phone and 

email. The population was gathered from the 2020 census report.  

The data that consisted of violent crime rates, police department budgets, 

population, and size of agency was imported into SPSS. I then transformed my violent 

crime data that was broken down by the type of violent crime into a new variable that 

included total violent crime and renamed the variable Total VC for total violent crime. 

No cases were removed from the data in preparation for analysis.  
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Correlation Results  

Table 1 provides the correlation results for the variables in the study. The 

dependent variable is violent crime rates. In this correlation analysis each type of violent 

crime, murder, rape, assault, robbery, are included individually as well as total violent 

crime. To calculate total violent crime rates, I combined the total number of instances 

from murder, rape, assault, and robbery. Once the total violent crime rates were 

established for the years of 2019-2023 I created a new variable in SPSS labeled Total 

VC. The independent variable in this study is the criminal investigations unit. To run this 

analysis, I selected correlate-bivariate and selected Pearson as the correlation coefficient.  

The p-value was set in this study at <.05. The criminal investigations unit showed 

a significance of  <.001 with murder, rape, assault, and violent crime. The criminal 

investigations unit showed a significance of <.002 with robbery. The results from the 

correlation analysis showed statistical significance. Based upon the findings from the 

correlation analysis the budget of criminal investigations unit does have a correlation 

with total violent crime rates as well as individual rates of violent crime. 
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Table 1 

Relationship Between Departments and Violent Crime Rates  

 CIU Murder Rape Assault Robbery Total VC 

CIU Pearson Correlation 1 .928** .847** .894** .734** .884** 

Sig. (2-tailed)  <.001 <.001 <.001 .002 <.001 

N 15 15 15 15 15 15 

Murder Pearson Correlation .928** 1 .966** .983** .912** .987** 

Sig. (2-tailed) <.001  <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 

N 15 15 15 15 15 15 

Rape Pearson Correlation .847** .966** 1 .990** .910** .992** 

Sig. (2-tailed) <.001 <.001  <.001 <.001 <.001 

N 15 15 15 15 15 15 

Assault Pearson Correlation .894** .983** .990** 1 .889** .998** 

Sig. (2-tailed) <.001 <.001 <.001  <.001 <.001 

N 15 15 15 15 15 15 

Robbery Pearson Correlation .734** .912** .910** .889** 1 .918** 

Sig. (2-tailed) .002 <.001 <.001 <.001  <.001 

N 15 15 15 15 15 15 

Total 

VC 

Pearson Correlation .884** .987** .992** .998** .918** 1 

Sig. (2-tailed) <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001  

N 15 15 15 15 15 15 

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). 

 

Regression Results  

Table 2 provides the model summary for the regression analysis performed. The 

dependent variable in this study is total violent crime rates. The independent variable is 

department budgets, specifically the criminal investigations unit. The variables that were 

used11 as control variables are size of agency and the population of the municipality. The 

purpose of the regression analysis is to determine the variance that the criminal 

investigations unit had on violent crime rates while controlling for population and size of 

agency. To set up this regression model I selected regression-linear, selected the criminal 

investigations unit (CIU), size of agency, and population as my independent variables. I 

then selected total violent crime rates as my dependent variable and ran the analysis.  
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The R-squared value in this study came back at .982 showing there is a 

statistically significant relationship between violent crime rates and police department 

budgets, specifically the criminal investigations unit, while controlling for population and 

size of agency.  

The beta coefficient for the criminal investigations unit was -1.21 meaning that an 

increase in department budgets is associated with a decrease in violent crime rates. The 

beta coefficient for the population was -.088 meaning as population increases the rates of 

violent crime are also likely to decrease. Finally, the beta coefficient for the size of 

agency is 1.122 meaning that it is likely that as the size of agency increases the rates of 

violent crime will also increase.  

Finally, the p-value in the regression model showed <.001 meaning that the 

results are statistically significant which would show that there is an overall relationship 

between police department budgets and total violent crime rates.  

Table 2 

Effects of Criminal Investigations Unit on Violent Crime with Control Variables 

Model R R 

Square 

Adjusted R 

Square 

Std. Error of 

the Estimate 

Change Statistics 

R Square 

Change 

F 

Change 

df1 

1 .991a .982 .977 572.543 .982 201.522 3 

 

Model Summary 

Model 

Change Statistics 

df2 Sig. F Change 

1 11 <.001 
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One-Way ANOVA Results 

A one-way ANOVA was performed to determine what the difference in violent 

crime between the departments themselves was. To set up the one-way ANOVA, I 

selected compare means- one-way ANOVA and moved departments to the factor box and 

violent crime rates to the dependent variable box. Table 3 shows the results from this test. 

The F-statistic in this analysis  is 290.365 meaning that the null hypothesis can be 

rejected as there is a relationship between police department budgets and violent crime 

rates. The p-value in this analysis is also significant at <.001 meaning the results meet the 

standards of statistical significance.  

Since the results showed a significance, I then ran a post-hoc test [Tukey’s HSD] 

to determine which departments differed from each other in an attempt to gain a better 

understanding of the relationship between the variables. To run the post-hoc test [Tukey’s 

HSD] I selected Post Hoc in the ANOVA box and selected Tukey’s HSD. Table 4 shows 

the post-hoc results. In the post-hoc results I analyzed Tukey HSD and noted that 

Department 2 had a variance with Department 3 of .771 meaning that the variance 

between these two departments is not statistically significant. The post-hoc test showing 

no significance does not negate the significance of the other results.  

Table 3 

Relationship Between Police Departments 

Total VC 

 Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

Between Groups 197700420.933 2 98850210.467 290.365 <.001 

Within Groups 4085210.000 12 340434.167   

Total 201785630.933 14    
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Table 4 

Variance Within Police Departments 

Dependent Variable: Total VC 

 (I) Department 

Number 

(J) Department 

Number 

Mean 

Difference (I-J) 

Std. 

Error 

Sig. 

Tukey 

HSD 

1 2 7826.400* 369.017 <.001 

3 7569.800* 369.017 <.001 

2 1 -7826.400* 369.017 <.001 

3 -256.600 369.017 .771 

3 1 -7569.800* 369.017 <.001 

2 256.600 369.017 .771 

* The mean difference is significant at the 0.05 level. 

Summary 

This chapter answers the research question stated in the introduction of this 

chapter. The model considered what the relationship between the variables is while 

controlling for other variables to answer the research question: What is the correlation 

between police department budgets and violent crime rates while controlling for various 

variables. The outcomes indicate that there is a significant correlation between police 

department budgets and violent crime rates. In Chapter 5, I will discuss the conclusions 

based upon the results and provide recommendations for policy and for future research.  
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Chapter 5: Discussion 

Introduction 

Police department budgets and the relationship of them to of violent crime rates is 

not well documented in the literature. There is a significant gap in the literature 

surrounding what the relationship, if there is one, between violent crime rates and police 

department budgets. The literature has addressed in depth the conversation surrounding 

defunding the police (Lum, C., Koper, C. S., & Wu, X., 2022; L.A. Jacobs, M.E. Kim, 

D.L. Whitfield. R. E. Gartner, et. al. 2021; J. E. Cobbina-Dungy, D. Jones-Brown, 2021; 

D. Nonnini, 2021). The literature has also discussed in depth the opinions of abolishing 

the police and what that would look like (R. Maynard, 2020; A. O'Rourke, R. Su, G. 

Binder, 2021; J. Martin, 2021). Some literature has suggested that police reform is 

impossible while other literature has suggested that reform is not only necessary but vital. 

Strain theory has allowed this study to be completed and this research to be grounded 

within its framework. In this quantitative study I have utilized strain theory to examine 

what the relationship between police department budgets and violent crime rates was in 

the years 2019-2023. 

The lack of existing literature on this topic gave way to the purpose of this 

quantitative study which is to examine what the effect of a year over year decreased 

police budget has on violent crime rates as well as what the effects of a year over year 

increased police budget has on violent crime rates. This study controlled for mediating 

factors such as the population of the area, the size of the agency, and the specific funding 

of the criminal investigations unit. Prior literature has only looked at the objective of 
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defunding the police or police reform but has not taken a quantitative approach into 

examining what the relationship between budgets and violent crime is. This study is the 

first of its kind to examine this relationship and make recommendations based upon its 

findings. The findings in this study indicate that there is a relationship between budgets 

and violent crime rates even when controlling for population and size of the agency.  

Interpretation of the Findings 

The correlation testing found that there is a strong relationship between police 

department budgets, specifically the criminal investigations unit, and violent crime rates 

in these three municipalities. These findings are not generalizable to the entire population 

due to a small sample size; however, they are worth noting. Previous research noted in 

chapter 2 (Lum, C., Koper, C. S., & Wu, X., 2022; L.A. Jacobs, M.E. Kim, D.L. 

Whitfield. R. E. Gartner, et. al. 2021; J. E. Cobbina-Dungy, D. Jones-Brown, 2021; D. 

Nonnini, 2021) has looked into defunding the police in theory but not from a quantitative 

lens. The findings of the regression analysis outlined in chapter 4 showed that in the 

municipalities utilized in this study as the budget of the criminal investigations unit 

increased the rates of overall violent crime decreased. These findings suggest that 

defunding the police without addressing causes of criminality has the potential to increase 

violent crime rates. These findings and suggestions are supported by Bjerk (2019). In 

their study Bjerk (2019) reviewed if greater police funding led to an increase in homicide 

clearance and found that higher budgets did not equate to a higher clearance of 

homicides, finding that socioeconomic status and race was a stronger indication of 

homicide clearance. This study focused on overall violent crime rates and found that an 
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increase in the criminal investigations unit yielded a decrease in overall violent crime 

rates. These results are not able to be compared directly to Bjerk (2019) as the scope of 

study is different.  

 In order to reduce violent crime rates, this study suggests that increasing funding 

to the criminal investigations unit would potentially yield a decrease in overall violent 

crime rates. This study does not seek to address overall causation of criminality and is 

narrow in scope. 

Existing literature by scholars such as, R. Maynard, 2020; A. O'Rourke, R. Su, G. 

Binder, 2021; J. Martin, 2021 have called for abolishment of police instead of simply 

defunding police. The reasons scholars have cited for calling to abolish police can be 

found in Chapter Two. This study is not able to comment on the merits of abolishing 

police as the scope of the research is only to examine what the relationship between 

police department budgets and violent crime rates is. This study found a positive 

relationship between increased budgets and decreased violent crime rates.  

This study noted in the regression analysis ran in chapter 4 that as the population 

of a municipality increased the rates of violent crime were likely to decrease. The 

potential reason for this decrease in violent crime in these municipalities is outside of the 

scope of this study. The reason for this phenomenon should be explored by future 

researchers.  

The findings in chapter 4 from the regression analysis showed that in the 

municipalities studied as the size of agency increased the rates of violent crime were 

likely to also increase. The reasoning behind why the increase in violent crime correlated 
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with the increase in the size of the agency is outside of the scope of this study but should 

be expanded upon by future research. 

Police Department Budgets and Strain Theory 

In this study I examined the relationship between department budgets and violent 

crime rates. Based upon the results of the analyses performed in chapter 4, I found a 

relationship between violent crime rates and the department budgets exists and is 

statistically significant. As the budgets for the criminal investigations unit increased in 

the municipalities included in this study, the rates of overall violent crime rates 

decreased. These findings controlled for population and size of the agency and yielded 

the same results. Strain theory grounds this research by providing a theory of crime 

causation. The community directly funds police department budgets. Therefor 

socioeconomic status plays a role in the overall funding of the department itself. Strain 

theory suggests that crime is caused when those who have resources strain against those 

who do not have resources. However, this study did not seek to examine causation of 

criminality only what the relationship between budgets and violent crime rates.  

Limitations of the Study 

This study was limited in scope due to the sample size. Only three municipalities 

were utilized. One large metropolitan area, one moderate metropolitan area, and one rural 

area in the same geographical location were utilized. The small sample size means these 

results are not generalizable to a larger population and should be considered when 

discussing their merit. Another limitation in this study is the use of secondary data via the 

UCR. The UCR can only capture reported rates of crime. Another limitation of the UCR 
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is that only one crime per individual can be reported. These limitations of the UCR means 

that this study cannot truly capture all rates of violent crime for analysis. The final 

limitation is the assumption that all information provided to the researcher is accurate in 

its entirety.  

Recommendations  

Future research should expand with a larger sample size across multiple 

geographical locations. An expanded sample size will allow findings to become 

generalizable and become meaningful with policy recommendations for policymakers. 

Future research that expands upon these finds will allow policymakers access to 

information on where an already tight budget is best spent with a goal of overall violent 

crime reduction. Future research should consider how overall criminal justice reform fits 

into the discussion of police department budgets.  

Future researchers should isolate more municipalities with an increase in their 

year over year budget and municipalities with a year over year decrease in their budget. 

By isolating these municipalities across multiple geographic locations, the researchers 

will be able to determine what the overall effect of the budget has on violent crime rates 

and make meaningful policy recommendations rooted in empirical evidence.  

The results in chapter 4 indicated that as the population of a municipality 

increased the rates of violent crime were likely to decrease. The possible reasoning for 

this phenomenon is outside the scope of this study and should be expanded upon by 

future research. 
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It was also noted in the results of chapter 4 that as the size of the agency in the 

municipality increased the rates of violent crime were also likely to increase. The 

possible reasoning for the increased rate of violent crime as the size of the agency 

increased is outside the scope of this study but should be expanded upon in future 

research.  

Implications 

This study provides insight into the discussion surrounding calls to defund the 

police and calls to add more funding to the police. Additionally, this study begins to fill a 

much-needed gap in the literature of quantitative research into the relationship between 

police department budgets and violent crime rates. The result of the correlation analysis 

presented in Table 1 have identified a significant relationship between the criminal 

investigations unit of the police department’s utilized in this study. Based upon these 

findings it is worth noting that simply defunding the police is incongruent with the goal 

of violent crime reduction.  

A positive relationship between increased budget and decreased violent crime 

rates were noted in this study. Based upon these findings policymakers will have the 

ability to utilize quantitative research to recommend the appropriate allocation of 

resources with a goal of violent crime reduction.  

The regression results that are displayed in Table 2 indicate the significant 

relationship between violent crime rates and the criminal investigations unit of police 

department’s budgets. In the regression analysis controlled for the size of the agency and 

the population of the municipality. These findings reaffirm the correlation analysis 
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presented in Table 1. The regression analysis has the potential to once again further arm 

policymakers with more knowledge on how to most effectively allocate resources within 

the department to reduce violent crime.  

The findings in this study can contribute to positive social change by identifying 

how the criminal investigations unit of the police department budget affects violent crime 

rates. The outcome of this study can help with the allocation of budgets to reduce violent 

crime rates which will create positive social change within the community.  

Conclusion  

This was the first quantitative study to look at what the relationship between 

police department budgets and overall violent crime rates is. This study has the potential 

to bring positive social change by arming policymakers with empirical evidence that 

shows the relationship between police department budgets and violent crime rates which 

would allow them to make the most of budgets to attempt to reduce violent crime. In a 

polarized world with conflicting calls of defunding the police and adding more funding to 

the police, research like this is vital to policymakers to make informed decisions on 

where the budget is best spent. In addition to being beneficial for policymakers, research 

of this type is beneficial for criminal justice scholar’s as a whole. With empirical 

evidence grounding the discussion of police funding, scholars are able to make more 

informed recommendations for the betterment of the field. The findings in this study are 

not generalizable to the greater population however they are a positive start to beginning 

to fill the gap in the literature. Police funding will always be a vital discussion point in 
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the field of criminal justice and this research begins to fill in the literature for scholars 

and policymakers alike.  
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