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APPENDIX  I:  
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November 22, 2009  
P5 

LE First, when was the first time you noticed  that something was different with x5? 

What age?  

P5h Well, I think that it was more or less when he was 2 years and some when we 

noticed something. We mentioned to the pediatrician and he said not to worry that he was 

little  and he will growing, and that was normal. 

Le What things did you notice? 

P5h He walked with the tips of his toes, he would not look at us straight in the eyes 

and sometimes,  he would get hurt and he would not cry.  

P5w undetectable audio 

P5h Over there, when he went to the  day-care was the first time  the teacher called us 

because the child  would hide under the piano and yell while the  other kids would play 

and sing with the piano. Over there, he would not stand the Boise and the movement from 

the other kids.  

Le Was that the first time you noticed something or have you noticed something 

already?  

P5h After that we started going to the doctors… 

P5w (wife is cooking in the kitchen as interview is going on) inaudible 

P5h No, we had mentioned to the pediatrician and we started going doctors and find 

out what was going on, and taking him here and there… and well… 

 Le Was that here in the United States of America or in Colombia? 
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P5h Here, in the United States. 

Le Ok, so the doctors told you not to worry about it because the child was going to 

grow.  

P5h Until finally here in Children’s Hospital, Dr. X, who was the department head of 

children, said right from the back that the child was autistic. That those children 

no…(unable to understand- both parents speaking at the same time) 

P5h   Dr. X said that the child walked with the tip of his toes, he does this, that, and 

that he won’t be able to go to a regular school…. The child won’t have….You will 

probably would have to put him in a home when he grows older because these children 

are schizophrenic. He won’t learn to speak normally like the other children. Well, he said 

a ton of things.   

Le and that was in the 70’s 75’s… 80’s…? 

P5w No, he was born in 78. That was more or less in the 80’s… Anyway, x5 had gone 

through psychologist, psychiatic, and I have gone through psychiatric as well.  

P5h because they said  that it was the parent’s fault, that the parents were from 

different cultures. Back then they didn’t even know the cause and today they still don’t 

know; that was the parent’s fault. Then we Looked at each other and  we began to cry. 

Le That is was your fault? 

P5h That the parents were to cold, they said this and that. And then I started to read 

and Nico and I don’t know who says this and that and today you know that this is not 

true.  

Le You received a diagnosis when the child was between seven and and ten years 

old? He was like in second grade?   
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P5w Poor Audio…. We Left in the year 88, x5 was already in Cali, Colombia.  

Le But he was born in 75? 

P5w No, x5 left when he was 10 years old and we stayed outsider 10 more years.  

Le Like third grade? But at that age he should be in 4th and 5th grade.   

P5h No, but he didn't attend to a normal class because he was in the group of kids with 

disadvantages, so he never went to a common normal grade. In that group there were 

many kids with different categories, conditions, and they were all together with three or 

four teachers, not small groups. Anyway, some would scream, cry, others would hit each 

other against the wall and others would drool 

P5w x5  spent much time seeing this behavior and going to different schools… 

P5h Already he had gone to how many schools? Like four or five schools. 

P5w That was a process… a child should be four years old… a child that went for so 

many schools, many doctors, many diagnosis.  

P5h They didn’t know where to put him. 

P5w They said that they have never had a child that was diagnosed so early, and started 

school so early. X5 was Adour 4 or 5 years old when he started public schools.  

P5h They didn’t know what he had at that time. 

Le They didn’t know what he had? 

P5h They didn’t know where to put him. 

P5w  They even said that he had a brain disorder. 

Le a brain disorder,  schizophrenia what else did they say?    

P5w (inaudible). Until came the time that we took him …where was it that we took 

him? Until finally we took him some papers.  
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P5h over there by Jackson.  Close, but not exactly. 

Le       And when you were going through all of that, was he the oldest one of your 

children? 

 P5h Yes, he is the oldest one. 

Le  Did you agree with everything that was happening or did you disagree?  

P5h no, we disagreed. We knew that something was happening to the child. We were 

looping for it and how to solve it. We took him here and there. 

 P5w XXX in a specific moment, xxx walked Fast, and did everything Fast, walking…  

P5h and we were happy because he already talked.  

P5w in a moment, he lost everything he knew.  

P5h The only thing he knew was echolalia. Only repeated. He would repeat a long 

phrase. We thought he was talking. They had told us that was not echolalia.   

P5w He had a lot  of changes throughout this investigation process. Changes very…. 

Le And both of them did it together? Was there one that did it more than the other? 

Was  everything the same?  

P5h We were both with the doctors.  

Le And how about the family? Did they change with the diagnostic? Did things 

change among family members and friends?  

P5h p5w No 

P5h Nothing, everybody loved him.  

P5w not even with the uncles, cousins…nothing. 

Le  and friends? Did everyone loved him the same? 

P5h no, nothing changed. 
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P5h The brother and sister didn’t understand him until  much later. 

Le And how did they accept him? 

P5w They didn’t understand him. 

P5h They didn’t accept him, but they didn’t know why he was like that. But later, they 

understood him and something was different. They accepted him.  

Le Like part of life? 

P5h Yes 

Le Now, in reference to the doctors, they said that xxx ……. 

P5w The pediatrician said nothing, like we mentioned before. 

Le and in reference with education do you thing they helped you?  

P5h He had many people that helped him a lot. One lady, there was one that I didn’t 

like that much. She was very negative. Mrs. Xxx, he was the one that helped us the most. 

The old lady helped him a lot.  

P5w Well, in school, they were very busy, they would tell us his progress. He was like 

strict one time, but... 

P5h Yes, he taught everything, he would make run, everything was so difficult with 

him. Imagine to write, we spent two years with him to get him to get the pencil right. We 

had to put him something in his hand so he could feel his hand.   

Le Hands weights? 

P5h Yes, he didn’t have any attention and would let everything fall a thousand times. I 

didn’t know why he didn’t pay any attention. And Now look at him nowadays. 

 Le Look at him. He draws beautiful. Did he graduate here or in Colombia? 

P5w and h no, not from any place. 
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P5w Is that when we went to Colombia he was in a school…  

P5h kinder 

P5w Which was the only one that received him.  

P5h But in kindergarten with children without problems. Were  “normal's” and 

practically dedicated to him. It came to the point the he help teach the class. He would 

teach the other children how to speak English. And the other kids would teach him how 

to write and speak Spanish. He talked  a little in English and he continued with movies 

and he by himself…  

P5w At that moment, he began to speak because before he didn’t speak. 

P5h  It took him a long time to speak, but he made it. 

Le How old was he? 

(Inaudible- both parents speaking at once) 

P5w He was around 10 years old, when we took him out of the medication “melladir.” 

That was what they had giving him. That was the last medication he took. 

P5h What happened was that we took him out without the doctor’s permission and 

against his will. The doctor didn’t want, I remember, he told us that is another thing with 

you guys. Do you remember? I felt bad with the child because he lived constantly 

drugged up. He lived almost asleep like sedated. We felt bad and said it doesn’t matter 

what happens, we are not going to have him like that his entire life.  And we took that 

stuff away from him and I think from that moment on xxx began to show improvement.  

Le without the  medication 

P5w and p5h meladir (telling me how to spell it) 

P5w ten props three times a day. It was too much. 
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P5h He lived drugged up. 

Le Between here and Colombia, when you tried to talk to the teachers, were they 

helpful? Were they willing to help you? 

P5h Everybody. 

P5w  Yes, since the first moment xxx got to school, they would change him when 

something didn’t work. 

 P5h They tried to help him a lot. There was only one that problems with him because 

she said that xxx tried to touch her and kiss her and she didn’t like that. 

 P5w And that was with the Black little girl.  

P5h her name was Tracy  

P5w or with the one with down syndrome. Remember? that he was suspended. 

P5h a Black lady that worked there complained about xxx because xxx had a problem 

about that. Xxx didn’t any problems with any of them.  

Le You told me that you are the only two helping with xxx. I know he has the 

Brothers and the sister. Do  they only help   to take him out? 

 P5h The Brothers take him out wherever he wants to go. They get along very well. 

 Le Do they also help? 

P5h Yes, they take him to the movies or wherever he wants to go. 

 P5w The brothers…yes… He gets along very well with his brothers. 

 P5h  nowadays more than ever. 

P5w Now that they are bigger. 

Le Then, things have gotten better now that they are bigger.  

P5h They understand very well the problems. 
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P5w What I have noticed is that they treated him normal just like they treat themselves.  

P5h Yes, they have treated him the same. 

Le Like it was nothing? 

P5w They tell him that you can do this, they argue and they talk they make him think.  

Eventhough, XXX gets mad, he doesn’t like to be told but then…  

P5h Yes, he gets mad. 

P5w But  the brothers ask him why and it’s very positive.  

Le Yes, it’s very positive.  

P5h He understands and many times. If you ask him things he had done, he 

understands.  

P5h Very normal. He still writes. If you talk to him you can tell, but you can talk to 

him about anything. He responds but he rathers be by himself alone and tells you stop 

and go away.  

Le Like  times up. 

P5h Yes, he is like that, he tells you “stop I don’t want to talk anymore.”  

Le You told me that he has a companion that comes and helps him with social skills. 

Can you explain how is that working twice a  week? 

P5w Well, the companion takes him wherever he wants to go and stays with him.  

P5h They g oto  Barnes and Noble,  he sees his magazines. He likes comics the most 

and knows all about them and about the new movies that are coming out. He looks i 

Barnes and Noble. He goes to the Internet to find out more. The companion takes him 

here and there.  

Le ok- the  companion is separate from the person that comes and… 
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P5h Yes. 

Le Then the other person that comes to teach about the Money and how to handle it? 

P5h Yes, how to get change when he goes to th estores to buy something.  

P5w He has a psychologist  and people that comes to give occupational therapy for the 

past 10 years.  

P5h He has learned a lot o f math. 

P5w He has learned a lot from them to add, to substratct. They have come to teach 

him. 

Le  In the past 10 years he has awaken more? 

P5h I would tell that he improved more in Colombia. Here, it was very hard because 

he would not pay attention. He didn’t even know how to talk. He didn’t know how to 

grab the pencil or anything.  

P5w (inaudible) XXX walked by at that moment.  

P5h But, XXX had several things that he copied from other children. He imitated them 

in school. He would drool, hit himself against the wall, but those behaviors were from 

other kids. But when we got to Colombia, it was a different environment with normal 

children, so that is why he improved walking with the tips of his toes hacia adelante. How 

do we call that? Well over there he left all of those behaviors.  

Le  Was he in a regular group? 

P5h Yes, in a  regular group.  

Le Was he in a younger group than him? 

P5h Yes, he imitated other children. Maybe he did unconsciously. 
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P5w I think the fact that he was with other children younger than him, helped him. He 

benefited because he learned from normal kids. 

 P5h yes, “normal's” 

P5w The normal kids. He had to follow the rules and do everything they had to do.He 

was 10 years in Hida Abajo. That was the name of the lady. He went through 10 

kindergarten and first grade graduations. 

 P5h Now, his friends are all professionals.  

P5w Now, they are men and women married with children and the still know him.  

Le Does he remember them? 

P5w Of course, he remembers. That part, I think, was very important for him because 

in those 10 years it was…. It was a small town and xxx learned how to go out by himself.  

P5h First he would go out with the Cleaning lady, then he learned to go out by 

himself. (difficult to hear both parents speaking at the same time).  

P5w At the end he went by himself. 

Le so there he learned to be independent.  

P5h He would go to the bakery to buy his candies and his things sometimes they 

would give him candies for free. He would go to the bakery. 

 P5w Also, going to the farm helped a lot because people there knew him. All of my 

friends, everybody shared with him. He learned many  good things and learned from the 

other kids. They… 

P5h It was difficult to play with them, he placed very little with them. He wouldn’t 

pay attention to the games. But, it was good for him.  

Le The last questions. You said a lot already. For the future… 
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P5h hmm that is very difficult. 

Le What are you concerns for the future your son?  

P5h Well, when we got here, we started looking for special programs that the 

government would offer.  

P5w Public  schools didn’t accept him because he was too old.  

P5h He was too old and they didn’t have high school.  

P5w (inaudible) they didn’t have high school so they couldn’t accept him. In this 

country they gave us the suggestion about working. And they ask…..  

P5h I took him. We went with the social Yorker to see if they had a job for him, but 

we also found a Group that many other problems that xxx didn’t have. Once, he saw it, he 

didn’t like it and told immediately that  he didn’t want stay there. “I don’t want, I don’t 

want” he kept repeating. There were kids screaming and doing other things that….  

P5w adults. 

P5h adults and almost adults,  he didn’t like the group and we were not going to force 

him because we knew that those imitations wouldn’t benefit him. We left it like that and 

we never Looked any more. There were kids that put things in a bag and he didn’t want 

to do it.   

Le he never had a job? 

P5h no, we also tried with  Blockbuster because he loves movies and he would inside 

Blockbuster and tried to fix the movies. He is a perfectionist He fixes and picks 

everything that is around the room. Because he loves movies and he would enter 

Blockbuster and try to arrange the movies where they belong. He is a perfectionist. He 
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would fix it and pick it up what was on the floor and then we tried to see if he can work 

there but no… 

 P5w  We went there because we had heard that they hire people with disabilities. And 

we went…but no… 

Le  What about his future? 

P5w  I really don’t know… the truth is that we wanted to finish high school. But 

because his age, he couldn't and it’s very frustrating. And… 

 P5h But he doesn’t like anything new and to be imposed. But we could try. He is so 

intelligent. 

 P5w The only new would be when he will get new homework. 

 P5h He doesn't’ like or want, but he learns. He learns and succeed in whatever he 

does. We want him to learn.  

P5w And more for his life, since he already has his independent. He know how to 

manage his Money.  

P5h I want him to be independent, so he can live by himself. 

P5w When his Money gets here, he pays me whatever he thinks he should pay me. 

Le aww 

P5w He asks me how  much Money I will need for my birthday. I let him manage his 

own money. He has the house’s key and his own debit card. 

 P5h He helps a lot around the house. He helps to cut the grass. 

P5w xxx helps a lot. 

P5h He mops and does everything. 

P5w He organizes his room and knows how to wash his clothes. 
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P5h He knows many things, he folded his clothes when we went to Colombia. I was 

surprised to see his clothes folded when I came back.  It was good considering that it was 

his first time. I told him that one of this day he will learn how to clean the bathroom.  

Le That is Lucas’ favorite. He loves it because he plays  with water and he does it 

very well.  

P5w xxx will have to do it with gloves. He needs to learn for the future. He is very 

organized.  

P5h That does not worry me.  

Le  and you have a guardianship over him?  

P5w No  papers only Word of mouth. The Word of mouth I am the guardian. In the 

future I don’t know…which of them will be. Because we can’t anymore. We can’t just 

give them the load. They wanted to…. (crying) We don’t want them to take the problem, 

but who would do it? We are not going to force them the responsibility. They will take it 

at the given moment whether they want or not. That is the Harvest part of getting old. 

Time passes and we won’t be here. We will do whatever we can until then.  

P5h XXX does not want to grow old. He wants to continue being a kid.  

P5w Death hits him hard. We are telling him already because when my father and 

Alicia died he took it very bad. He doesn’t accept it. It is horrible. He hits himself against 

the wall  it is horrible. And he would not accept it and would not accept it!. That is just 

horrible. He hits himself against the wall- it's horrible. I have told him tree times already 

that we are old and eventually we can die. We have to tell him. 

Le Tell him at this moment because… 
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P5w I have to tell him so he can remember and it will be easy for him. He can start 

processing it in his mind.  

Le Processed? 

P5w He takes his time, so then in the future when it happens, he will know.  

When tape was off and I was leaving they were telling me the time had come to help do 

something. They believe big changes have to take place. The interview was very hard on 

them but it was good. They feel the president HAS to do more. They believe in sterilizing 

this population. They have a fear of XXX having children. They asked about 

guardianship. What it was and how it would help him. They are concerned FI he were to 

do something no one would know he is disabled.         
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