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Appendix I: School District Approval



Proposal Approved: Gastrid Harrigan @ My Dashboard>Personal Tools>E-mail

https://my.campuscruiser.com/em2PageServlet?cx=u&pg=papp&tg=E...PTEKbWIkZT1sb2FkCnNOYXJOPTYxCg==&seq=68&msgld=1285837341&rp=1

Appendix J: IRB Approval

Walden University’s approval number for this study is 11-18-13-0138879.
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Subject : Proposal Approved: Gastrid Harrigan
Date : Mon, Sep 23, 2013 08:24 AM CDT
From : Doctoral Study <DoctoralStudy@waldenu.edu>
To : Gastrid Harrigan <gastrid.harrigan@waldenu.edu>
CC: IRB <IRB@waldenu.edu>, Walden coedocadvising <coedocadvising@waldenu.edu>, Steve
Wells <Steve.Wells@waldenu.edu>, Heather Miller <heather.miller@waldenu.edu>,
"andrea.thompson@waldenu.edu" <andrea.thompson@waldenu.edu>, Karen Hunt
<Karen.Hunt@waldenu.edu>

Hello,

Congratulations on the approval of your doctoral study proposal, which is a major
component of the research process. Equally important in this process is approval by the
Walden Institutional Review Board (IRB) of the research ethics in your study. You should
submit your Application to the IRB to Conduct Research as soon as possible.

You may not begin research or data collection until you have received the
Notification of Approval to Conduct Research. Once you have received the
Notification email you may begin your data collection and research. If there are any
changes to your research protocol, you must submit a new IRB form. [f your IRB materials
have been received, you will be contacted soon regarding the formal IRB review.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Congratulations again!

Alex Dohm

Research Service Specialist

Office of Student Research Administration
Walden University
doctoralstudy@waldenu.edu

Follow us on Twitter for research resources and tips!
Twitter: @WaldenResearch
https://twitter.com/WaldenResearch

12/11/13 9:41 PM

123

Page 1 of 1



124
Appendix K: Administrator Consent Form

You are invited to take part in a research study of the perceptions and experiences of
teachers and administrators integrating project-based learning into the classroom. The researcher
is inviting you because of your past or current experiences of integrating or supervising teachers
who integrated project-based learning into the classroom. This form is part of a process called
“informed consent” to allow you to understand this study before deciding whether to take part.

This study is being conducted by a researcher named Gastrid Harrigan who is a doctoral student
at Walden University. You may already know Gastrid Harrigan as an assistant principal, but this
study is separate from that role.

Background Information:

The purpose of this study is to examine teachers’ and administrators’ perceptions and experiences
of the usefulness of integrating project-based learning in the classroom to motivate and help
students with content or concept retention.

I will transcribe interviews data. Transcripts will be analyzed for emerging themes and
development of meaning for data results. Copy of findings will be provided to each participant for
review of his or her own data and opportunity to meet with me to discuss results.

Procedures:
If you agree to be in this study, you will be asked to:

* Participate in an interview with Gastrid Harrigan regarding your perceptions and
experiences of the integration project-based learning in the classroom. Interviews will last
approximately 60 minutes. The interviews will be audio taped and transcribed.
Transcripts will be further analyzed for emerging themes and meanings. Each participant
will be provided a copy of findings for review of his or her own data and opportunity to
individually meet with me to discuss any discrepancies or unsubstantiated conclusions.
This follow up meeting should take approximately 30 minutes.

Here are some sample questions:

1. Tell me about your experiences integrating or implementing project-based learning (PBL)
in the classroom

2. Could you tell me about the students that experience PBL lessons or activities?

3. Did PBL enhance student’s concept retention based on your observation/ assessments
(tests, quizzes, classwork & homework)? If so, how well was student able to recall
information?

4. Would you agree that PBL enhanced students’ learning? If yes, how so?

How would you describe students’ classroom participation once engaged in PBL?
6. What are some challenges you have had with planning and implementing/ integrating

PBL in your classroom?

7. In your opinion, how effective is PBL compared to other teaching methods (i.e. lecture)?

9]

Voluntary Nature of the Study:
This study is voluntary. Everyone will respect your decision of whether or not you choose to be in
the study. No one at Broward County Public Schools will treat you differently if you decide not to
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be in the study. If you decide to join the study now, you can still change your mind during or after
the study. You may stop at any time.

Risks and Benefits of Being in the Study:

There are no risks associated with participating in this study. The benefits will be that you had an
opportunity to share the benefits or lack there of in integrating project-based learning in the
classroom to improve students motivation and content retention.

Payment:
There will be no compensation for your participation in this study.

Confidentiality:

Any information you provide will be kept confidential. The researcher will not include any
information that will make it possible to identify you. Research records will be kept in a locked
file. Only the researcher will have access to the records.

Contacts and Questions:

The researcher conducting this study is Gastrid Harrigan. The researcher’s faculty advisor is Dr.
Heather Miller. You may ask any questions you have now. Or if you have questions later, you
may contact Gastrid Harrigan. If you want to talk privately about your rights as a participant, you
can call Dr. Leilani Endicott. She is the Walden University representative who can discuss this
with you. Her phone number is 612-312-1210 and email address irb@waldenu.edu. Walden
University’s approval number for this study is 11-18-13-0138879 and it expires on November 17
2014.

The researcher will give you a copy of this form to keep.

Statement of Consent:

[ T have read the above information and I feel I understand the study well enough to make a
decision about my involvement. By signing below, “I consent”, I understand that I am agreeing to
the terms described above.

Printed Name of Participant

Date of consent

Participant’s Signature or Electronic Signature




Appendix L: Sample Transcript

Teacher Interview

Interviewer: Gastrid Harrigan
Teacher: Frances, 5" Grade Teacher, Wood ES
Date: 5/09/14

Interviewer: How would do you describe the project-based learning approach as
compared to “traditional” teaching?

Teacher: It’s very different in the sense that it is student driven. \We become facilitators
as teachers and our students take on the learning themselves. They’re very eager to do
it and been a digital 5 school with our 5" graders. They are able to utilize the computers
in ways that we would not been able to teach them otherwise. Right now our students
are researching the American Revolution. Each student was assigned a specific event in
history and

Interviewer: How has using project-based learning (PBL) affected your lesson delivery
(or teaching) of course concepts?

Teacher: Lesson delivery has changed because it is no longer teacher led but more
student led. We’ve found that we are able to cover more information. The kids are
really taking that information in because it’s their own research. So they have a greater
sense of responsibility | guess you can say and we actually, in my opinion, able to cover
more because while the kids are mastering that one area when they go head and
present to everybody, they are taking all that work they have learned and sharing it with
their friends. Now their friends are able to take notes and become experts, those kids
are able to tutors their friends in those areas and able to make connections, how the
events kind of went in order in history because the kids would be presenting them in
chronological order.

We would do some of
that together and then the good majority of it verses how it has been in the past, the
majority of their learning is you do. They do a lot of it own their own.

Interviewer: Explain any contribution that PBL has made on the structure of your class
Teacher: Ms. Bretz and | team-teach. We do departmentalize and we both are
responsible for social studies piece of it. Ms. Bretz does primarily the ELA (reading/
Language arts) and | do the math. Now when we do project-based learning we put our
classes together. So we took both classes and we group them by abilities. Every group
has a team captain and the captain change when we have different projects. So it’s fair
for everybody, so we are able to group them heterogeneously. So we have some high,
some medium, some students that maybe struggling and would benefit from having the
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Curriculum Vitae

Gastrid Harrigan

EDUCATION:

Doctorate of Education in Administrator Leadership for Teaching & Learning February 2015
Walden University, Minneapolis, MN

Dissertation: “An Instrumental Case Study of the Experiences of Teachers and Administrators Integrating Project-
Based Learning”

Master of Education in Educational Leadership School Leaders K-12 December 2006
Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, FL

Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering December 2002
Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, FL

Master of Science in Theological Studies October 2002
Logos Christian College, Jacksonville, FL

CERTIFICATIONS:
Mathematics (6-12), Professional Teaching Certificate (FLDOE) May 2016
Administration and Leadership (K-12), Professional Teaching Certificate (FLDOE) May 2016

TEACHING & ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE:

Intern Principal, Broward County Public Schools 2007 — Present
Math Teacher, Broward County Public Schools 2003 - 2007
Superintendent of School Sunday & Sunday School Teacher, Christian Life Restoration Ctr 2007 — 2012
Youth Minister & Church Administrator, Christian Life Restoration Ctr 2000 - 2012
Program Director & Instructor, Life Restoration International Bible College 2002 - 2005
WORK EXPERIENCE:
Florida Department of Children and Families March’03 — August’03
Family Services Counselor
Motorola Inc. November’01 — January’03 & August’99 —
January’00

Research Assistant/ Intern & Assembler/ Operator

EXTRACULAR ACTIVITIES/AWARDS:

2014 Caliber Award Assistant Principal of Year Nominee

Member, ASCD, 2010 — present

Member, National Alliance of Black Educators, 2008 — present

Member, Florida Association of School Administrators and Broward Principals’ and Assistants’ Association
Co-Founder, Haitian American Professional Society (HAPS), Inc., 2005

Program Chair & Senator, NSBE (National Society of Black Engineers) FAU Student Chapter, 2000-2002.
Youth Coordinator / Youth Leader / Mentor / Teacher, Christian Life Restoration Center, 1998 - 2012.
Member, IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers)

FOREIGN LANGUAGES:

French
Creole (Fluent)



