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Appendix I: School District Approval  
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Appendix J: IRB Approval 

Walden University’s approval number for this study is 11-18-13-0138879. 
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Appendix K: Administrator Consent Form 

You are invited to take part in a research study of the perceptions and experiences of 
teachers and administrators integrating project-based learning into the classroom. The researcher 
is inviting you because of your past or current experiences of integrating or supervising teachers 
who integrated project-based learning into the classroom. This form is part of a process called 
“informed consent” to allow you to understand this study before deciding whether to take part. 
 
This study is being conducted by a researcher named Gastrid Harrigan who is a doctoral student 
at Walden University. You may already know Gastrid Harrigan as an assistant principal, but this 
study is separate from that role.  
 
Background Information: 
The purpose of this study is to examine teachers’ and administrators’ perceptions and experiences 
of the usefulness of integrating project-based learning in the classroom to motivate and help 
students with content or concept retention.  
 
I will transcribe interviews data. Transcripts will be analyzed for emerging themes and 
development of meaning for data results. Copy of findings will be provided to each participant for 
review of his or her own data and opportunity to meet with me to discuss results. 
 
Procedures: 
If you agree to be in this study, you will be asked to:  

• Participate in an interview with Gastrid Harrigan regarding your perceptions and 
experiences of the integration project-based learning in the classroom. Interviews will last 
approximately 60 minutes. The interviews will be audio taped and transcribed. 
Transcripts will be further analyzed for emerging themes and meanings. Each participant 
will be provided a copy of findings for review of his or her own data and opportunity to 
individually meet with me to discuss any discrepancies or unsubstantiated conclusions. 
This follow up meeting should take approximately 30 minutes.   

 
Here are some sample questions: 

1. Tell me about your experiences integrating or implementing project-based learning (PBL) 
in the classroom 

2. Could you tell me about the students that experience PBL lessons or activities? 
3. Did PBL enhance student’s concept retention based on your observation/ assessments 

(tests, quizzes, classwork & homework)? If so, how well was student able to recall 
information? 

4. Would you agree that PBL enhanced students’ learning? If yes, how so?  
5. How would you describe students’ classroom participation once engaged in PBL? 
6. What are some challenges you have had with planning and implementing/ integrating 

PBL in your classroom?  
7. In your opinion, how effective is PBL compared to other teaching methods (i.e. lecture)? 

 
Voluntary Nature of the Study: 
This study is voluntary. Everyone will respect your decision of whether or not you choose to be in 
the study. No one at Broward County Public Schools will treat you differently if you decide not to 
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be in the study. If you decide to join the study now, you can still change your mind during or after 
the study. You may stop at any time.  
 
Risks and Benefits of Being in the Study: 
There are no risks associated with participating in this study. The benefits will be that you had an 
opportunity to share the benefits or lack there of in integrating project-based learning in the 
classroom to improve students motivation and content retention.  
 
Payment: 
There will be no compensation for your participation in this study. 
 
Confidentiality: 
Any information you provide will be kept confidential. The researcher will not include any 
information that will make it possible to identify you. Research records will be kept in a locked 
file. Only the researcher will have access to the records. 
 
Contacts and Questions: 
The researcher conducting this study is Gastrid Harrigan. The researcher’s faculty advisor is Dr. 
Heather Miller. You may ask any questions you have now. Or if you have questions later, you 
may contact Gastrid Harrigan. If you want to talk privately about your rights as a participant, you 
can call Dr. Leilani Endicott. She is the Walden University representative who can discuss this 
with you. Her phone number is 612-312-1210 and email address irb@waldenu.edu. Walden 
University’s approval number for this study is 11-18-13-0138879 and it expires on November 17, 
2014. 
 
The researcher will give you a copy of this form to keep. 
 
Statement of Consent: 
��I have read the above information and I feel I understand the study well enough to make a 
decision about my involvement. By signing below, “I consent”, I understand that I am agreeing to 
the terms described above. 
 

Printed Name of Participant  

Date of consent  

Participant’s Signature or Electronic Signature   
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Appendix L: Sample Transcript 
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