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Abstract 

South Sudan, a young nation grappling with the legacy of protracted conflict, faces significant challenges in 

fostering sustainable rural development. While the immense potential of its vast agricultural lands remains 

largely untapped, the persistent triple threat of insecurity, deficient infrastructure, and the absence of robust 

government policy actively hinders progress. The ongoing armed conflict, characterized by inter-communal 

violence and sporadic attacks, casts a long shadow over rural areas in South Sudan. Thus, I developed this 

mixed-method multiple-case study, grounded in the sustainable livelihoods framework, to explore challenges 

that hinder sustainable rural development in South Sudan. I collected data through document review, semi-

structured interviews, and self-administered questionnaires with eight rural development experts and 101 

respondents. Then, I thematically and descriptively analyzed the gathered data. Three themes emerged as the 

top challenges facing sustainable rural development: persistent insecurity, poor infrastructure, and a lack of 

government policy toward rural development. Key recommendations include establishing robust governance 

structures and comprehensive policies prioritizing rural development, investing in developing and 

maintaining rural infrastructure, and addressing underlying issues of conflict and political instability to create 

a conducive environment for sustainable rural development. The implications for positive social change 

include reducing hunger and facilitating access to essential services such as education, healthcare, 

employment, and economic prosperity. 
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Introduction 

South Sudan, a young nation burdened by a history of prolonged conflict, faces significant hurdles in 

achieving sustainable rural development (P. N. Deng & Madut, 2022). Despite the vast potential of its 
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extensive agricultural lands, progress is hindered by three persistent challenges: insecurity, inadequate 

infrastructure, and the lack of robust government policy (Kuol, 2021). 

The ongoing armed conflict, marked by inter-communal violence and sporadic attacks, casts a pervasive 

shadow over rural areas (United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF, 2023). This violence and displacement 

severely disrupt agricultural production, markets, and access to essential services (UNICEF, 2023). The 

constant threat of insecurity deters investment, disrupts trade, and forces people to flee their homes, 

perpetuating a cycle of poverty and displacement (World Bank Group [WBG], 2023). Such an unstable 

security environment fundamentally undermines efforts towards sustainable rural development (P. N. Deng & 

Madut, 2022). 

Inadequate infrastructure, particularly in rural areas, further exacerbates these challenges (W. M. Kuol, 2021; 

Paul, 2023; WBG, 2022). Poor infrastructure hinders access to markets, restricts the movement of goods and 

services, and limits opportunities for economic growth (Paul, 2023; WBG, 2022). The lack of reliable 

transportation networks, communication systems, and access to electricity impedes agricultural production 

and trade and hampers the delivery of essential services such as healthcare and education (P. N. Deng & 

Madut, 2022; WBG, 2022). 

The South Sudanese government, mired in conflict and internal challenges, has failed to develop a 

comprehensive and coherent policy framework for rural development (African Development Bank Group 

[AfDBG], 2021; W. M. Kuol, 2021). The absence of policy direction and ineffective implementation hinder the 

government’s ability to leverage its resources and effectively address the needs of rural communities (AfDBG, 

2021). The lack of targeted interventions and coordinated efforts across various sectors results in a 

fragmented approach, leading to limited impact and perpetuating the cycle of poverty and underdevelopment 

(AfDBG, 2021; P. N. Deng & Madut, 2022). 

Despite its vast agricultural potential, South Sudan struggles to achieve sustainable rural development due to 

these deeply intertwined challenges. Over 70% of South Sudan’s land is favorable for agriculture, yet less than 

4% is cultivated (Food Security Cluster [FSL], 2012). The ongoing armed conflict, marked by inter-communal 

violence and recurrent displacement, disrupts agricultural production. In 2022, over 2 million people were 

internally displaced due to conflict (WBG, 2023), and an estimated 130,000 hectares of cultivated land were 

damaged by floods (Food and Agriculture Organization & World Food Programme [FAO & WFP], 2022). 

South Sudan has only about 10,000 km of paved roads, which is insufficient for effective transportation and 

trade (WBG, 2023). The absence of robust infrastructure in rural areas exacerbates the situation, limiting 

access to markets, restricting trade, and hindering the delivery of essential services such as healthcare and 

education. 

This absence of strategic direction and effective policy implementation hinders the government’s ability to 

leverage available resources and effectively address the needs of rural communities. Consequently, South 

Sudan faces a critical need for a multifaceted approach that simultaneously addresses the challenges of 

security, infrastructure development, and effective government policies to unlock the potential for sustainable 

rural development and improve the livelihoods of its rural population. 

Literature Review 

Sustainable rural development is a pivotal component of global development that enhances the quality of life 

and economic well-being of rural populations (Nelson et al., 2021). However, rural areas globally encounter 

numerous obstacles that impede sustainable development (Mihai & Iatu, 2020). Key issues include economic 

viability and outmigration, where rural regions often experience economic decline due to the migration of 

residents and the subsequent loss of economic opportunities (Nelson et al., 2021; Mihai & Iatu, 2020). This 
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trend is further exacerbated by globalization and urbanization, leading to a reduction in rural populations and 

economic sustainability (Liu & Peng, 2023). Poor infrastructure, including inadequate transportation, 

healthcare, and educational facilities, significantly hampers rural development. The lack of essential services 

and infrastructure discourages investment and perpetuates poverty (Calderón & Servén, 2014; Shrestha, 

2020). Environmental degradation is another critical issue, as rural areas are frequently the most affected by 

environmental problems such as deforestation, soil erosion, and water scarcity. These environmental 

challenges are compounded by climate change, which disproportionately impacts rural communities (Mihai & 

Iatu, 2020). Additionally, ineffective policies and governance structures often fail to address the unique needs 

of rural areas. Top-down approaches to rural development have been criticized for being undemocratic and 

ineffective, as they often exclude local stakeholders from decision-making processes (de Janvry & Sadoulet, 

2021; Peng et al., 2023). 

Africa faces additional challenges that further complicate sustainable rural development. High poverty levels 

are prevalent, with a significant proportion of Africa’s population residing in rural areas where poverty rates 

are highest. This poverty is often exacerbated by limited access to resources and services (Zadawa & Omran, 

2019). While agriculture is a primary occupation in rural Africa, it is often characterized by low productivity 

due to inadequate access to technology, inputs, and markets. This dependence on subsistence farming limits 

economic diversification and growth (Nado, 2024). Many African countries experience political instability and 

governance issues that hinder effective rural development. Corruption and lack of political will often result in 

the misallocation of resources and ineffective implementation of development programs (Zadawa & Omran, 

2019). Africa is particularly vulnerable to environmental challenges such as desertification, deforestation, and 

climate change. These issues threaten agricultural productivity and the livelihoods of rural populations 

(Songwe & Signé, 2024). Furthermore, the rapid population growth in Africa places additional pressure on 

already strained resources and infrastructure. This growth exacerbates issues related to food security, 

employment, and access to services (Long, 2024). 

As an African nation emerging from conflict, South Sudan faces formidable challenges in achieving 

sustainable development (United Nations [UN], 2023). Despite its vast potential, its rural communities are 

burdened by persistent insecurity, inadequate infrastructure, and a lack of comprehensive government policy 

on rural development (WBG, 2011). This confluence of issues poses a significant threat to the realization of the 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs; UN, 2023). The persistent insecurity stemming from 

armed conflict and inter-communal violence has had a devastating impact on South Sudan’s rural landscape 

(Sassi, 2021). Displacement, loss of life, and the disruption of livelihoods are commonplace, impeding access 

to basic services (Shams et al., 2024). The UNDP reports that insecurity has contributed to a rise in 

malnutrition and increased vulnerability to disease outbreaks, directly impacting SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) and 

SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-Being; UN, 2023). The displacement of populations and the destruction of 

infrastructure hinder access to safe water and sanitation, impeding progress on SDG 6 (Clean Water and 

Sanitation; UN, 2023). 

The lack of adequate infrastructure in rural South Sudan is another major obstacle to development (WBG, 

2011). The country’s transportation network is underdeveloped, with limited paved roads and a lack of reliable 

transportation systems, hindering access to markets and essential goods and services (WBG, 2011). This poses 

a significant challenge to SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure) and affects the efficient delivery of 

necessary resources to rural communities (WBG, 2011). The absence of reliable electricity and 

telecommunications networks further exacerbates the situation, hampering the growth of small businesses 

and limiting access to information and education (WBG, 2011). This affects SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean 

Energy) and SDG 9, hindering the development of a sustainable and diversified economy (WBG, 2011). 

The lack of a comprehensive and well-defined government policy on rural development has hampered efforts 

to address the underlying causes of poverty and underdevelopment (W. M. Kuol, 2021). The existing policies 
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often lack clear objectives, adequate funding, and effective implementation mechanisms (W. M. Kuol, 2021). 

This absence of a targeted and integrated approach hinders the effective implementation of various SDGs (W. 

M. Kuol, 2021). For example, the lack of land tenure security and inadequate agricultural support systems 

hinder progress on SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) and SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption and Production), while the 

absence of targeted educational programs for rural communities impedes progress on SDG 4 (Quality 

Education; W. M. Kuol, 2021). 

Sustainable rural development faces significant challenges both globally and in Africa. Addressing these 

challenges requires a multifaceted approach that includes improving infrastructure, enhancing governance, 

promoting economic diversification, and addressing environmental issues. Effective policies and inclusive 

governance structures that involve local communities in decision-making processes are essential for achieving 

sustainable rural development. 

Conceptual Framework 

The Sustainable Livelihoods Framework (SLF), established by the Department for International Development 

(DFID) in 1999, is the conceptual framework for this study. SLF is a critical tool for dissecting the 

complexities of rural livelihoods, especially in conflict-affected regions such as South Sudan, where 

development is influenced by a myriad of interrelated factors (Serrat, 2017). At its core, the SLF emphasizes 

the critical importance of access to a range of assets—land, capital, and infrastructure—which are essential for 

the sustenance and enhancement of livelihoods (Natarajan et al., 2022). It also brings to light the vulnerability 

of communities to external shocks, such as conflict and climate change, which can have devastating effects on 

their way of life (Serrat, 2017). The SLF acknowledges the pivotal role of policy and institutional support in 

either promoting or impeding rural development (Natarajan et al., 2022). It is within this context that the SLF 

was applied to South Sudan to explore challenges hindering sustainable rural development. 

Methodology 

To understand the sustainable rural development challenges in South Sudan, I employed a comprehensive 

methodology that included a diverse range of data sources and analytical techniques. I began by analyzing the 

African Development Bank’s report on South Sudan (2021), which highlights the country’s economic 

challenges, particularly the contraction of real GDP due to declining oil production and agricultural setbacks 

caused by floods and droughts. Additionally, I reviewed the UNMISS Humanitarian Situation Report (2023), 

which details the dire humanitarian situation in South Sudan, exacerbated by ongoing conflict, 

intercommunal violence, and displacement. Additionally, I analyzed the World Bank’s overview of South 

Sudan (2022), which discusses the country’s fragility, economic stagnation, and instability, worsened by civil 

wars and subnational violence. I also reviewed the International Crisis Group (2020) report, which discusses 

the persistent cycles of conflict in South Sudan and the challenges in achieving sustainable peace. 

Furthermore, I reviewed the Revised National Development Strategy for South Sudan (2021–2024), which 

identifies several challenges impeding sustainable rural development in the country. This strategy 

acknowledges that ongoing conflict and insecurity are significant obstacles to development, with the 

government aiming to consolidate peace as a foundation for all other development efforts (United Nations 

Development Programme [UNDP], 2022). Additionally, I analyzed the World Bank Group’s (2022) South 

Sudan country economic memorandum, which outlines the economic challenges and opportunities in South 

Sudan, focusing on leveraging the country’s natural resources (oil and arable land) for sustainable growth. 

For the empirical part of this study, I purposively conducted semi-structured interviews with eight experts in 

rural development, including three professors, two students, and three directors from the Department of 

Rural Development. I also conveniently distributed self-administered questionnaires to 101 respondents, 
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using a 5-point Likert scale questionnaire designed on the SLF. The interview data were audio recorded, 

transcribed, and analyzed thematically, while the quantitative data collected from the self-administered 

questionnaires were analyzed descriptively. By combining these sources of information, I gathered a 

comprehensive understanding of the sustainable rural development challenges in South Sudan and their 

implications for the country’s sustainable development. This methodology allowed me to examine national 

strategies and international initiatives to effectively address these challenges. 

Results 

Three themes emerged from data analysis obtained from document reviews, semi-structured interviews of 

experienced rural development experts, and self-administered questionnaires from 101 respondents. 

Thematic and descriptive analyses revealed persistent insecurity, poor infrastructure, and a lack of 

government policy on rural development as the most significant challenges hindering sustainable rural 

development in South Sudan. 

Documents Review 

The document review analysis revealed that ongoing conflict, intercommunal violence, and displacement have 

worsened the humanitarian situation in South Sudan (Global Conflict Tracker, 2024; United Nations Office 

for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs [OCHA], 2024). The reports highlight increased sexual and 

gender-based violence (United Nations Children’s Fund [UNICEF], 2021; United Nations Population Fund 

[UNFPA], 2024) and the impact of conflict in neighboring regions (OCHA, 2023; Najimdeen, 2023). This 

insecurity has created a critical humanitarian crisis for millions, including refugees and internally displaced 

persons (Human Rights Watch [HRW], 2024). Ensuring security and safety, especially for women and girls, is 

crucial for sustainable development and requires prompt law enforcement responses (UN Women, 2024; 

UNFPA, 2024). 

The contraction of real GDP due to declining oil production and agricultural setbacks from floods and 

droughts underscores the need for improved infrastructure (AfDBG, 2023; WBG, 2024). Infrastructure 

development is essential for social progress, facilitating access to healthcare and education while promoting 

social cohesion (AfDBG, 2013). Without proper infrastructure, challenges like eradicating preventable 

diseases will persist (ICED, 2019). Infrastructure can also unlock South Sudan’s tourism potential and 

contribute to nation-building (Adebayo, 2018). 

The Revised National Development Strategy for South Sudan (2021–2024) identifies ongoing conflict and 

insecurity as major development obstacles, emphasizing the need for a stable security environment to enable 

economic activities, particularly in rural areas (UNDP, 2022). The strategy highlights the importance of 

improved transport networks, energy access, and water resource management for growth, noting that poor 

infrastructure limits access to markets, education, and health services (UNDP, 2022). It also calls for robust 

policy frameworks to support economic diversification, focusing on agriculture and sustainable natural 

resource use (UNDP, 2022). 

Despite some progress following peace agreements, South Sudan faces significant challenges, including 

poverty, food insecurity, and climate vulnerability (HRW, 2024). Comprehensive policy development is 

needed to address both national and rural development needs (UNDP, 2021). Inclusive political processes, 

regional cooperation, and international support are crucial to breaking the cycle of violence and fostering 

long-term stability (UN News, 2022a; Liaga, 2017). Institutional reforms are necessary to support economic 

recovery, leveraging natural resources for sustainable growth and enhancing food security and economic 

resilience (WBG, 2020). 
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Interviews 

The following sections represent the responses of all eight interview participants supporting each theme 

mentioned above. 

Theme 1: Persistent Insecurity 

(P1) Insecurity is one of the challenges because when there is insecurity, people will not go to the village and 

develop the place. 

(P2) The challenges to rural development in South Sudan include insecurity in the rural area. 

(P3) When there is insecurity, farmers fear to go to farm and cultivate resulting to low outputs which 

eventually result in hunger and famine. 

(P4) If we talk of insecurity, there are two type of insecurity which is a man made and the food insecurity. The 

man made insecurity is issues of rebellions where the country is fully affected by number of rebellions that 

affects the diversity of people living in the rural areas. So, food insecurity also affects them because when 

there is insecurity, there is no food production activities like farming that will take place. 

(P5) First, the main challenge in South Sudan as far as rural development is concerned is inter-communal 

fight. The inter-communal fight is a fighting between two communities over resources like cows, gold, and 

some other things. 

(P6) In the context of South Sudan, the challenges affecting rural development have such an impact that one 

of them has led to war and instability. Particularly within our rural society, people strive to avoid conflict with 

another society. This is more evident in cattle-keeping communities, where one group may attempt to take 

cattle from another, a consequence of challenges related to climate or other environmental factors that lead to 

political instability among neighboring communities. 

(P7) I’m going to talk of war, when there is war in a country, people will be displaced to other areas and of 

which the other area which was about to be developed will be neglected. 

(P8) The government can provide security and can support agriculture and people on the ground should also 

act by addressing the need in agriculture. 

Theme 2: Poor Infrastructure 

(P1) Also, there is a challenge of roads connectivity to the villages from the city that make rural development 

impossible. 

(P2) If there is no access to road, it affects the development. 

(P3) The government should improve infrastructures like construction of road network connecting states with 

counties. Lack of road network resulted in inaccessibility of the market. Local producers/farmers face 

challenge of transporting their produces to the market. 

(P4) Infrastructure development, such as roads, is lacking, and there is inaccessibility to healthcare centers, 

along with challenges related to land use. 

(P5) The fourth challenge is poor road linking farmers from rural areas to urban centers. Farmers face 

challenges in transporting their agricultural produces from rural areas to urban centers. 
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(P6) Poor infrastructure is also a significant obstacle to development in rural areas. For instance, some rural 

societies might be more productive, but without proper infrastructure connecting them to markets, it becomes 

difficult to transport produce or livestock for sale. This lack of infrastructure is one of the great challenges in 

the context of rural society programs. 

(P7) First, I’m going to talk about the lack of well-developed infrastructure in South Sudan. In South Sudan, 

we don’t have good infrastructure like roads and hospitals in the villages. This factor will hinder or prevent the 

development of the villages because there will be no way for new technicians to access these areas. 

(P8) Thirdly, the poor infrastructure, including the lack of a road network, is a significant issue. Developing 

infrastructure, such as connecting roads, is essential. 

Theme 3: Lack of Government Policy on Rural Development 

(P1) Lack of knowledge is another obstacle to rural development. If people are unaware of development 

strategies, they cannot implement them. Moreover, those who are informed often lack the authority to execute 

these development plans. 

(P2) The government has no policy like banking loans to support rural development programs. 

(P3) The government should build the capacities of extension workers to improve agricultural production in 

rural areas. A government policy aimed at enhancing the skills of extension workers will significantly boost 

agricultural productivity in South Sudan. 

(P4) The main issue in this country is the lack of political will. You know, everything happened when the 

country or when the political stakeholders are ready to implement activities in the country. So, there is no 

political will and the lack of political will has generated all the problems. They are not willing to take town to 

the people. They are not ready to direct people to agriculture, they are not ready also to protect civilians. 

(P5) In rural areas we depend on agriculture, but there is low knowledge about agriculture from our local 

people, they are not sensitized, they are not trained, and they are not given tools and materials to farm. 

(P6) Poor government policies also impede rural development. This issue presents another significant 

challenge for the rural population, stemming from the increased demand for services in rural towns and urban 

areas. The migration of people from grassroots communities to urban centers leaves these geographical areas 

vulnerable to decline. 

(P7) Secondly, we should develop comprehensive policies specifically tailored for rural farmers. These policies 

should address their unique challenges and needs. Additionally, it is crucial to provide thorough training to 

rural farmers on these policies, ensuring they understand and can effectively implement them. This approach 

will empower farmers with the knowledge and tools necessary to enhance their agricultural practices and 

improve productivity. 

(P8) In my opinion, the solution should start with government policy, as the people in rural areas are under 

the government’s jurisdiction. Secondly, it is essential to strategize agriculture, specifically farming. 

Self-Administered Questionnaires 

The 5-point Likert scale questionnaires, based on the SLF, align with findings from document and thematic 

analyses. Notably, 96% of respondents reported inadequate health services, and 91% highlighted the absence 

of quality educational services and well-connected roads. Additionally, 92% noted the lack of improved 
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agricultural schemes, while 86% pointed out insufficient access to clean water and sanitation. Insecurity was 

identified by 95% as a major barrier to sustainable livelihoods. 

Climatic shocks like flooding and drought were reported by 74% of respondents as detrimental to livelihood 

programs, and 60% cited environmental degradation as a threat. Furthermore, 83% agreed that there are no 

supportive government policies for sustainable rural development. The government’s failure to provide 

training and support to local farmers was noted by 86%, and 89% reported unresolved conflicts over natural 

resources. Lastly, 78% of respondents indicated the absence of effective social welfare programs to support 

vulnerable populations. 

Discussion 

Persistent insecurity remains a significant barrier to sustainable rural development in South Sudan (WBG, 

2023). This instability disrupts agricultural activities, displaces communities, and hampers economic growth 

(Food and Agriculture Organization [FAO], 2023). The ongoing conflict and sub-national violence exacerbate 

food insecurity and hinder efforts to improve rural livelihoods (UN, 2024). The rampant insecurity 

discourages people from returning to their villages and investing in local development (UN News, 2022b). The 

government should prioritize addressing these security challenges to enable progress (K. Kuol, 2018). 

Insecurity limits public participation in development initiatives and undermines development programs (UN 

News, 2022b). Therefore, the government should take responsibility for improving security across the country 

to facilitate sustainable development (K. Kuol, 2018). 

Poor infrastructure is another critical challenge to sustainable rural development in South Sudan (Paul, 2023; 

WBG, 2023). Rural areas in South Sudan suffer from inadequate roads, limited access to health and education 

services, and weak institutional capacity (Paul, 2023; WBG, 2023). The lack of proper infrastructure makes it 

difficult for farmers to transport their produce to markets, access essential services, and adopt modern 

agricultural practices (WBG, 2023). This infrastructure deficit significantly constrains agricultural 

productivity and competitiveness (DAI Global, 2024). 

The absence of effective government policies aimed at rural development further impedes progress (UNDP, 

2021). It is imperative for the government to establish policies that address climatic challenges, such as floods, 

and to build the capacities of extension workers to enhance agricultural production in rural areas (UNDP, 

2021). Lack of government policy towards rural development hinders rural farmers’ access to capital (UNDP, 

2021). There is a pressing need to train farmers to increase productivity, and the government should invest in 

people by equipping them with the necessary knowledge (UNDP, 2021). The absence of clear policies for 

equitable resource distribution has created a substantial gap between citizens and the elite (Mbaku & Smith, 

2016). It is essential to develop comprehensive policies and train rural populations to promote rural 

development effectively (UNDP, 2021). The Government of South Sudan has an obligation to formulate 

strategies that support agricultural development and ensure equitable resource distribution (Mbaku & Smith, 

2016). 

Policymakers and stakeholders in South Sudan can achieve sustainable rural development by addressing 

persistent insecurity and poor infrastructure (WBG, 2023). Prioritizing security improvements is essential to 

encourage investment in local development and public participation in development initiatives (K. Kuol, 

2018). Poor infrastructure, including inadequate roads and limited access to essential services, constrains 

agricultural productivity and competitiveness (DAI Global, 2024). The government should invest in 

infrastructural development to ensure accessibility and foster economic growth (WBG, 2023). The absence of 

effective government policies further impedes rural development (UNDP, 2021). Comprehensive policies are 

needed to address climatic challenges, build the capacities of extension workers, and ensure equitable 

resource distribution (UNDP, 2021). By implementing stringent measures to enhance production and the 
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supply chain network and investing in training and capacity-building initiatives for farmers, the government 

can promote rural development effectively (UNDP, 2021). 

Recommendations 

To tackle the challenges of sustainable rural development in South Sudan, it is crucial to establish robust 

governance structures and comprehensive policies (WBG, 2014). Clear government policies should aim to 

enhance rural infrastructure, provide access to basic services, and foster economic development (Deutsche 

Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit [GIZ], 2024). Strengthening governance and policy 

frameworks will create a solid foundation for sustainable development (WBG, 2014). Significant investments 

are necessary in rural infrastructure, such as roads, schools, healthcare facilities, and water supply systems 

(WBG, 2023). Improving connectivity and access to essential services will support economic activities in rural 

communities (ICED, 2019). Addressing conflict and political instability is vital for creating a conducive 

environment for development (Center for Preventive Action, 2024). Efforts should focus on promoting peace, 

security, and political stability (D. Deng, 2021). Collaboration among government agencies, NGOs, 

international donors, and local communities is essential to prioritize sustainable rural development (GIZ, 

2024). This collaboration will ensure that rural communities have the resources and opportunities needed to 

thrive (Foster et al., 2023). 

Conclusion 

The pursuit of sustainable rural development in South Sudan is fraught with numerous and intricate 

challenges. The nation’s turbulent history of conflict and political instability has created a formidable 

environment for development initiatives. Compounding these issues are the limited infrastructure, inadequate 

access to essential services, and the absence of comprehensive government policies focused on rural 

development, all of which intensify the struggles faced by rural communities. Nevertheless, it remains crucial 

to persist in efforts towards sustainable rural development. By tackling the root causes that impede progress 

and implementing effective strategies, we create the potential for significant positive change in the lives of 

rural populations. It is essential for stakeholders at all levels to collaborate and prioritize sustainable 

development, ensuring that rural communities gain access to the necessary resources and opportunities to 

flourish. 

Future research should focus on identifying and implementing context-specific strategies that address the 

unique challenges faced by South Sudan’s rural areas. This entails exploring innovative infrastructure 

solutions, enhancing access to basic services, and developing robust policies that support rural development. 

Additionally, longitudinal studies could provide valuable insights into the long-term impacts of various 

development initiatives, helping to refine and improve strategies over time. By continuing to investigate and 

address these critical areas, researchers can contribute to the creation of sustainable and resilient rural 

communities in South Sudan. 
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