
Walden University Walden University 

ScholarWorks ScholarWorks 

Walden Faculty and Staff Publications 

1-1-2015 

Stress-Free Digital Activities for the First Days of School Stress-Free Digital Activities for the First Days of School 

Rebekah McPherson 
Walden University 

Haley Wallace 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.waldenu.edu/facpubs 

 Part of the Elementary Education Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
McPherson, Rebekah and Wallace, Haley, "Stress-Free Digital Activities for the First Days of School" 
(2015). Walden Faculty and Staff Publications. 190. 
https://scholarworks.waldenu.edu/facpubs/190 

This Conference Proceeding is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in Walden Faculty and Staff Publications by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks. For more 
information, please contact ScholarWorks@waldenu.edu. 

https://scholarworks.waldenu.edu/
https://scholarworks.waldenu.edu/facpubs
https://scholarworks.waldenu.edu/facpubs?utm_source=scholarworks.waldenu.edu%2Ffacpubs%2F190&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1378?utm_source=scholarworks.waldenu.edu%2Ffacpubs%2F190&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.waldenu.edu/facpubs/190?utm_source=scholarworks.waldenu.edu%2Ffacpubs%2F190&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ScholarWorks@waldenu.edu


Walden University
ScholarWorks
The Richard W. Riley College of Education and
Leadership Publications Colleges and Schools

2015

Stress-Free Digital Activities for the First Days of
School
Rebekah McPherson
Walden University

Haley Wallace

Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.waldenu.edu/cel_pubs

Part of the Elementary Education Commons

This Conference Proceeding is brought to you for free and open access by the Colleges and Schools at ScholarWorks. It has been accepted for inclusion
in The Richard W. Riley College of Education and Leadership Publications by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks. For more information,
please contact ScholarWorks@waldenu.edu.

http://scholarworks.waldenu.edu?utm_source=scholarworks.waldenu.edu%2Fcel_pubs%2F69&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarworks.waldenu.edu/cel_pubs?utm_source=scholarworks.waldenu.edu%2Fcel_pubs%2F69&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarworks.waldenu.edu/cel_pubs?utm_source=scholarworks.waldenu.edu%2Fcel_pubs%2F69&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarworks.waldenu.edu/colleges?utm_source=scholarworks.waldenu.edu%2Fcel_pubs%2F69&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarworks.waldenu.edu/cel_pubs?utm_source=scholarworks.waldenu.edu%2Fcel_pubs%2F69&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1378?utm_source=scholarworks.waldenu.edu%2Fcel_pubs%2F69&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ScholarWorks@waldenu.edu


Rebekah McPherson 
Haley  Wal lace 
 
Poster  Sess ion 
ISTE 2015 
Monday,  June 28 
Phi ladelphia   

STRESS-FREE 
DIGITAL 

ACTIVITIES FOR 
THE FIRST DAYS 

OF SCHOOL 
 



Ice	  Breakers	  	  

•  ThingLink	  
•  Poll	  Everywhere	  
•  IWB	  (Ge7ng	  to	  Know	  You	  Bingo)	  



Bell-‐Ringers/Exit	  Slips	  	  

• Socra@ve	  
• Todaysmeet	  
• Padlet	  
• Nearpod	  







Review	  Games	  	  

•  Kahoot	  
•  Plickers	  
•  Explain	  Everything	  &	  Show	  Me	  
•  Picktochart	  &	  Easel.ly	  (infographics)	  
•  Smule	  (rapping)	  
•  Sketchlot	  (online	  collabora@ve	  whiteboard)	  
•  Mindmeister	  &	  Mindomo	  (graphic	  organizer)	  
•  SymbalooEDU	  









Group	  polling	  	  

• Poll	  Everywhere	  
• Celly	  
• Socra@ve	  





Self-‐introduc@ons	  	  

•  Voki	  
•  Glogster	  
•  Tagul/Tagxedo	  (Word	  Clouds)	  
• MakeBeliefComix	  
•  Telegami	  
•  Animoto	  
•  Powtoon	  
•  thinglink	  













IWB	  Ac@vi@es	  

• Bingo	  board	  
• Gynzy	  (smart	  board	  
lessons/ac@vi@es)	  





Prompts	  
•  Drawing	  Ac>vi>es	  
•  Poll	  expecta>ons	  and	  concerns	  	  
•  Tell	  me	  about	  yourself	  
•  Likes/Dislikes	  
•  I	  know…	  
•  I	  want	  to	  know…	  
•  I	  can…	  
•  I	  wish	  my	  teacher	  knew…	  
•  I	  learn	  best	  when…	  
•  Crea>ng	  class	  rules	  
•  How	  can	  we	  make	  the	  classroom	  a	  safe	  space?	  



More	  Prompts	  
•  Help	  students	  get	  to	  know	  each	  other.	  
•  Classroom	  community	  
•  College	  Presenta>on	  
•  Dream	  Vaca>on	  Presenta>on	  
•  What	  do	  you	  hope	  to	  learn	  in	  this	  class?	  
•  What	  are	  your	  interests/hobbies?	  
•  What	  do	  you	  mainly	  use	  the	  computer	  for?	  
•  What	  computer	  programs	  have	  you	  used?	  
•  What	  main	  social	  networking	  sites	  do	  you	  use?	  
•  What	  are	  the	  top	  advantages	  or	  benefits	  of	  these	  sites?	  
•  What	  rules	  do	  you	  and	  your	  family	  use	  for	  these	  sites?	  



Even	  More	  Prompts	  

•  What	  privacy	  sePngs	  are	  important	  for	  your	  
account?	  

•  	  	  
•  cher·∙ish-‐1	  a:	  to	  hold	  dear:	  feel	  or	  show	  affec>on	  
for	  b:	  to	  keep	  or	  cul>vate	  with	  care	  and	  
affec>on	  

•  	  	  
•  One	  thing	  I	  cherish	  is	  ______________.	  It	  is	  
special	  to	  me	  
because…._____________________	  
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