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Articulo 237.- Contaminacion ambiental agravada.

Si el delito de contaminacion ambiental, que se tipifica en el Articulo 236, se
realiza por una persona sin obtener el correspondiente permiso, endoso, certificacion,
franquicia o concesion, o clandestinamente, o ha incumplido con las disposiciones
expresas de las autoridades competentes para que corrija o suspenda cualquier acto en
violacion de la ley, o aport6 informacion falsa u omitio informacién requerida para
obtener el permiso, endoso, certificacion, franquicia o concesién correspondiente, o
impidi6 u obstaculiz6 la inspeccion por las autoridades competentes, serd sancionada con
pena de reclusién por un término fijo de ocho (8) afios. Si la persona convicta es una
persona juridica sera sancionada con pena de multa hasta treinta mil dolares ($30,000).

El tribunal a su discrecion, también podra suspender la licencia, permiso o

autorizacion conforme los Articulos 60 y 78, e imponer la pena de restitucion.
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Appendix C: Territorial Distribution of Judicial Regions

Distribucion Territorial de las Regiones Judiciales
Ano Fiscal 2015-2016

m Centro Judicial Regional () Sala Municipal

@ Municipios en los cuales por el volumen o por las

9 S84 Superior condiciones del local se atienden los casos en un
municipio contiguo, o un juez constituye las salas
en otro lugar durante determinados dias.

(Rama Judicial, 2015)



192

Appendix D: Invitation to participate

Invitation to participate

English version

My name is Sara Cameron. | am a Walden University doctoral student pursuing a degree
in Public Policy and Administration with a concentration in criminal justice. 1 am
working on my dissertation titled Implementation Procedures for Puerto Rico’s
Environmental Laws. To complete this research I must collect information regarding the
implementation practices of law enforcement officials, specifically police officers and
District Attorneys. My efforts are towards knowing as much as possible of the
performances of these governmental representatives in identifying elements that could
better the implementation of the law. | focus on the environmental crimes established in
Puerto Rico’s penal code in 2004. I choose this topic since there is poor information
regarding the application of these crimes in the criminal justice system.

The participation consist of a 20- to 30-minute interview that will ask about your
work experiences and perceptions with environmental crimes cases.

| invite you to form part of this investigation by accepting to share your work
experiences. There is no commitment and the information given as well as your
identification will be kept confidential. You participation is important to contribute to the
execution of the law and the protection of human health and our natural environment.

If you agree to collaborate in this investigation or need additional information,
please contact me via phone at 787-910-0845 or through electronic mail at

sara.cameron2@waldenu.edu.

Kind regards,

Sara Cameron


mailto:sara.cameron2@waldenu.edu
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Invitacién a participar

Version en espafiol

Mi nombre es Sara Cameron. Soy estudiante de doctorado de la Universidad
Walden para obtener un titulo en Politica Publica y Administracion, con una
concentracion en la Justicia Criminal. Estoy trabajando en mi tesis titulada “Procesos de
Implementacion de las Leyes Ambientales en Puerto Rico”. Para completar esta
investigacion he de recoger informacion sobre las practicas de implementacion de los
funcionarios encargados de hacer cumplir la ley, especificamente los agentes de la policia
y fiscales de distrito. Mis esfuerzos estan dirigidos a conocer, tanto como sea posible, de
las actuaciones de estos representantes gubernamentales para identificar elementos que
podrian mejorar la aplicacion de la ley. Me concentro en los delitos ambientales
establecidos en el Codigo Penal de Puerto Rico en 2004. Elegi este tema, ya que hay poca
informacion sobre la aplicacion de estos crimenes en el Sistema de Justicia Criminal.

La participacion consiste en una entrevista de 20 a 30 minutos que le preguntara
acerca de su experiencia y percepciones sobre casos de delitos ambientales.

Le invito a que forme parte de esta investigacion, al aceptar compartir sus
experiencias. No tiene que comprometerse y la informacion ofrecida se mantendra
confidencial. Su participacion es importante para contribuir a la ejecucion de la ley y la
proteccién de la salud humana y el medio ambiente.

Si usted decide colaborar en esta investigacion o necesita informacién adicional,
por favor péngase en contacto conmigo por teléfono al 787-910-0845 o via correo

electrénico en sara.cameron2@waldenu.edu.

Saludos cordiales,

Sara Cameron


mailto:sara.cameron2@waldenu.edu
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Appendix E: Interview Questions
Interview Questions

English Version

1.  Please share what do you know about the environmental crimes established in the
Penal Code in PR?

2. Can you briefly share with me what you know about the purpose of the criminal
code for environmental crimes?

3. Have you been involved in any environmental crimes cases and how did you
become aware of the existence of these crimes?

4. In what specific case or cases did you work with that involved an environmental
crime?

5.  Before the case(s) you handled, can you tell me what did you know about the
implementation processes? Did you know what to do?

6. How did you realized that it was an environmental crime case? Explain

7. What was the process you went through when dealing with this environmental
crime case? Please explain step by step if you can.

8.  What protocol references did you use to work with this environmental crime case?

9.  What other agencies and personnel were involved in the case and what was their
participation? Were you satisfied with their participation?

10. Have you received training regarding investigation and prosecution of
environmental crimes?

11. How satisfied were you with how you worked the case?



12.

13.

14.
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How satisfied were you with the instruments and mechanisms to handle the case,
including other agencies’ involvement?

Were you satisfied with the case’s resolution?

Do you have any suggestions for improving environmental crimes prevention,
intervention, investigation, and prosecution of the environmental crimes on the

penal code? Explain.
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Preguntas de la entrevista

Version en espafiol

1.

10.

11.

12.

Por favor, comparta lo que sabe usted de los delitos ambientales establecidos en el
Caodigo Penal en PR.

¢Puedes compartir brevemente conmigo lo que sabe sobre el propdsito del Codigo
Penal en cuanto a los delitos ambientales?

¢Ha estado involucrado en casos de delitos ambientales y como se dio cuenta de la
existencia de este crimen?

¢En qué casos en especifico trabajé usted en lo que involucrara un delito ambiental?
¢Puede usted decirme lo que sabia acerca de los procesos de implementacion antes de
los casos trabajados? ¢ Sabia usted qué hacer?

¢Como identifico usted que era un caso de delito ambiental? Favor de explicar

¢ Cudl fue el proceso que atravesé cuando se trabajé con este caso el delito ecoldgico?
Por favor, explique paso a paso, si puede.

¢ Qué referencias o protocolos uso para trabajar con el caso de delito ambiental?

¢ Qué otros organismos y personal estuvieron implicados en el caso y cuél fue su
participacion? ¢ Estaba usted satisfecho con su participacion?

¢Ha recibido formacién en materia de investigacion y persecucién de delitos
ambientales?

¢ Qué tan satisfecho estaba con la forma en que trabajo el caso?

¢ Qué tan satisfecho estaba con los instrumentos y mecanismos para manejar el caso,

incluyendo la participacion de otros organismos?
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13. ¢ Esta satisfecho con la resolucion del caso?
14. ; Tiene alguna sugerencia sobre como mejorar la prevencion, intervencion,
investigacion y enjuiciamiento de los delitos ambientales que figuran en el Codigo

Penal? Explique.
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Appendix F: Expert Panel interview Questions
Expert Panel Interview Questions
English version

1. Please share what do you know about the environmental crimes established in the
Penal Code in PR

2. Have you been involved in any environmental crimes cases and how did you
become aware of the existence of this crimes?

3. Can you tell me what you knew about the implementation processes before the
case(s) you handled? Did you know what to do?

4. Have you received training regarding investigation and prosecution of
environmental crimes?

5. What do you think about the environmental crimes?

6. What can you suggest in light of what you know?
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Preguntas de Entrevista del Panel de Expertos

Version en espafiol

1.

Favor de compartir lo que conoce sobre los delitos ambientales segln establecidos
en el Codigo Penal de Puerto Rico.

¢Estuvo envuelto en algun caso de delito ambiental y como supo de la existencia
del mismo?

Puede contar qué sabia sobre el proceso de implementacion antes del (los) caso(s)
trabajado(s). ¢Sabia qué hacer?

¢Ha recibido entrenamientos/adiestramientos sobre la investigacion y
procesamiento de estos delitos ambientales?

¢ Qué piensa sobre los delitos ambientales?

¢ Qué puede sugerir con el conocimiento que tiene sobre éstos?
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Appendix G: Expert Panel Analysis

Expert Panel Analysis

Coding is a process in which the researcher scrutinizes the information obtained
through the data collection techniques and identifies themes or topics for better
understanding (Creswell, 2013). The following narrative describes the process of analysis
and coding of the expert panel interviews with a police agent and a district attorney from
the district of Utuado. The process begins analyzing the data as a whole and providing a
general meaning of what the interviewees revealed. Then | organized the information by
categories using themes from the literature review and from the participant’s responses.
The topics are interpreted and described based on the literature review and theoretical
framework, and developed triangulation to strengthen and validate the findings.
Afterwards, | generated the conclusions about the results.

The first analysis is from one of the interviews. | choose agent C.A.’s interview
for analysis. The overall meaning of the conversation revealed that police agents are not
aware of the environmental crimes stated in Puerto Rico’s penal code. Therefore, the
police do not know about any implementation practices for these type of offenses. Police
receive poor continuing education of the code and trainings demanded by the court such
as the complaints for the excessive use of force. The themes derived from this interview
were: competence, expertise, delegation, human protection, indirect intervention,
interagency collaboration, protocols, unawareness, untrained, and uselessness.

The second analysis is from a district attorney from Utuado. A general meaning of

the interview describes that he knows about one of these crimes because he studies the
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code and through several training effort for prosecutors. Although, he did not knew in
detail about the one environmental crime he had knowledge, he expressed that no
protocols have been developed to intervene with these cases but their role is to identify
the evidence to prove criminal intention in the court of law. The themes drawn of this
interview were: communication, criminal intention, delegation, human protection,
protocols, training, and unawareness. See table 1 for the categories drawn from the
interviews.

Table 1

Categories from the interviews

Police agent interview themes District attorney interview themes
Competence Communication
Expertise Competence
Delegation Criminal intention
Human protection Delegation
Interagency collaboration Human protection
Protocols Protocols
Unawareness Trained
Untrained Unawareness
Uselessness
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Appendix H: Court Administration Office Statistics

Crimes against Health and Public Security Cases

TRIBUMAL DE PRIMERA INSTANCIA
MOVIMIBNTO DE CASDS CRIMIMALES, POR DELITO CONTR# LA SALUD ¥ SEGURIDAD PUBLICA Y CONTRA Lé SEGURIDAD COLECTIVA
ANDS ASCALES 20042005 AL 2005-2009*

e — Casos presentad o Cascs msue ftcs
Ao fisc |/ delite al inicio del CaE0s 3 alfinaldel
periodo | Origineles| oOtms* Total resolwer | convicciones | absoluciones Archivos TrasbBdos Tom! periodo
2004-2005
DHITOS CONTRA LA SALUD ¥ SEGURIDAD PUBLICA 29 32 2 34 58 21 3 10 1 35 23
Alarmafalsa - 4 1 5 5 2 - - 1 3 2
Incendia E 1 - 1 4 4 - - - 4 -
Incendio agravado 18 20 1 21 =] 10 1 7 - 15 21
Lanzamiento de desper dicios 1 1 1 2 - 1 1 - 2 -
Tentativa de incendio agravado 2 & - & a8 5 1 2 - g -
2005-2006
DHEITOS CONTRA LA SALUD ¥ SEGURIDAD PUBLICA 21 12 = 12 B 7 1 10 = 18 15
Alarmafalsa 2 - - - 2 - - 2 - 2 -
Incendia 1 1 - 1 2 - - - - - 2
Incendio agravado 17 & - & 23 [ 1 5 12 11
Incendio de bosques o plartadones - 2 - 2 2 - 2 2 -
Teritatha de incendio agravado 1 3 - 3 4 1 - 1 2 2
DHEITOS CONTRA LA SEGURIDAD COLECTIVA = 17 = 17 7 2 = 3 = 5 12
Incendio - 1 - 1 1 - - 1 - 1 -
Incendio agravado - 15 - 13 13 2 - 1 5 10
Incendia forestal - 1 - 1 1 - - - - - 1
Incendio negligerte - 2 - 2 2 - - 1 - 1 1
206-2007
DHITOS CONTRA LA SALUD ¥ SEGURIDAD PUBLICA 9 2 1 3 12 5 ° 4 = 9 3
Alarmafalsa - 1 - 1 1 - - 1 - 1 -
Incendia 1 - - - 1 1 - - - 1 -
Incendio agravado 7 1 - 1 g 3 - 2 - 5 3
Tentativa de incendio agravado 1 - 1 1 2 1 - 1 - 2 -
DHEITOS CONTRA LA SEGURIDAD COLECTIVA 10 22 = 22 il 15 = 3 = 18 14
Incendia - 1 - 1 1 - - - - - 1
Incendio agravado 9 16 - 16 =} 14 - 1 - 15 10
Incendio forestal - 1 - 1 1 - - - - - 1
Incendio negligerte 1 1 - 1 2 1 - 1 - 2 -
Tertathade incendio - 1 - 1 1 - - - - - 1
Tertatha de incendio agravado - 2 - 2 2 - - 1 - 1 1
2007-2008
DHEITOS CONTRA LA SALUD ¥ SEGURIDGD PUBLICA L} 1 = 1 5 = = 1 = 1 4
Incendio agravado 4 1 - 1 5 - - 1 - 1 4
DHITOS CONTRA LA SEGURIDAD COLECTIVA 9 27 ° 27 36 15 1 5 = pra 15
Contarninacidn ambi el - 3 - 3 3 1 - - - 1 2
Incendia - 5 - 5 5 3 - 1 - 4 1
Incendio agravado & 15 - 15 n 7 - 4 - 11 10
Incendia forestal 2 1 - 1 3 1 - - - 1 2
Incendio nedizerte 1 3 - 3 4 E} 1 - 4 -
2008-2009
DHEITOS CONTRA LA SALUD ¥ SEGURIDGD PUBLICA 3 = = = 3 = = = = = 3
Incendio agravado 3 - - - 3 - - - - - 3
DHEITOS CONTRA LA SEGURIDAD COLECTIVA & 29 = 29 ki 20 2 4 = 26 11
Contarninacidn ambi el 1 - - - 1 1 - - 1 -
Erwenenamiento de las aguas de uso plblica 1 - - - 1 1 - - - 1 -
Incendia - 7 - 7 7 7 - - - 7 -
Incendio agravado s 11 - 11 15 3 1 4 - g g
Incendio forestal - 1 - 1 1 - - - - - 1
Incendio negligerte 1 =) - g [ [ - - - & -
Tertathade incendio - 1 - 1 1 1 - - - 1 -
Teritathea de incendio agravado - 4 - 4 4 2 - - - 2 2

# Datos obtenidos dela publicacion de Anuario Estadistico de |a Ramaludicial.

Fuerte de informacidn: Oficina de Administrad én de los Tribunales, Directoria de Operadones, Oficina de Esadisticas
S de diciernbre de 2014
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Crimes against Health and Public Security Resolved Cases

CASOS CRIMINALES RESUELTOS POR DELITO GO NTRA LA S4LUG ¥ SEGURIDA D PUBLICS ¥ GOMTRA L& SEGURIDA D OOLECT W
AF05 FECALES 2004- 2005 AL 2012 201 3*

ahofiscal fdelitos g preslisl sk
seuadilla | Aibonite | Amcibo | Bavemdn | casum | carcling | fejerde | GEvame | Humecas | Mayasiez| Ponce | sanduan | wtuado Total
2004-20065 2 4 2 ] 2 1 - i - i 4 4 4 31
DELITOS COMNTRA LA SALUD Y SES URIDA D FUBLICA 2 4 2 g 2 1 - 1 - 1 4 4 4 g
2005-2006 3 3 a4 i - 1 2 - - 5 3 - i 23
DELITOS COMTRA LA SALUD Y SES URIDAD PLUBLICA 2 3 3 1 - 1 1 - - 4 2 - 1 18
DELITCS CONTRA L SEG URIDAD OO LECTING 1 - 1 - - - 1 - - 1 1 - - 5
2006-2007 2 - -] ] i 4 - 2 1 - 2 s i 30
DELITCS COMNTRA LA SALUD Y SES URIDA D PUBLICA 1 - 1 4 1 3 - - - - 1 1 - 12
DELITOS CONTRA La SEG URIDAD OO LECTIWA 1 - H 2 - 1 - 2 1 - 1 4 1 18
2007-2008 2 2 3 E - 1 1 2 - 2 2 - - 23
DELITCS COMNTRA LA SALUD Y SES URIDA D PUBLICA - - 1 - - - - - - - - - 1
DELITCS COMNTRA LA SEG URIDA D OO LECTIWG 2 2 3 7 - 1 1 2 - 2 2 - - 22
2008-2009 1 - 1 4 s - - i 4 3 3 i 3 25
DELITCS COMNTRA LA SEG URIDA D OO LECTIWG 1 - 1 4 H - - 1 4 3 3 1 3 5
2009-2010 2 i 3 2 3 - i - 2 - 2 i - i7
DELITOS COMNTRA LA SEG URIDAD OO LECT WA 2 1 k] 2 E - 1 - 2 - 2 1 - 17
20102011 2 2 3 4 i 3 3 i - 2 4 - - 25
DELITOS COMTRA LA SALUD Y SES URIDAD PLUBLICA - - 1 - - - - - - 1 - - 2
DELITOS CONTRA La SEG URIDAD OO LECTIWA 2 2 1 3 3 1 - 2 3 - - 23
2011-2012 & - H 5 - 2 - 2 2 1 3 2 2 30
DELITCS COMNTRA LA SALUD Y SES URIDA D PUBLICA 1 - 2 - - - - - - - - - 3
DELITCS COMNTRA LA SEG URIDA D OO LECTIWG El - 5 3 - 2 - 2 2 1 3 2 2 o
2012-2013 1 3 3 3 i - i 2 1 2 1 4 - 22
DELITCS COMNTRA LA SALUD Y SES URIDA D PUBLICA - - 1 - - - - - - - 1 - 2
DELITOS COMTRA LA SEG URIDA DGO LECT WA 1 3 3 2 1 - 1 2 1 2 1 3 - ru

* Catos lestaelSdediciembre de 204,

Fuemte de iffarmacidn: Oficing de Adminstrac idn de ks Tribureles, Birectoria de Operaciones, Oficine de Estad sticas
B de diciembmre de 214
dry



Appendix I: Environmental Crime Resolved Cases Report

ESTADO LIBRE ASOCIADO DE PUERTO RICO
ADMINISTRACION DE LOS TRIBUNALES
DIRECTORIA DE INFORMATICA

CASOS RESUELTOS DELITOS AMBIENTALES

SISTEMA SIAT
CAUSAL/DELITO REGION NUM. CASO EREHA FECHA RESOL/SENT DEMANDANTE DEMANDADO/ACUSADO
PRESENTACION
A242E-CONTAMINACION .
ARAIERTAL CAGUAS | 28/04/2008 16/06/2008 EL PUEBLO DE PUERTO RICO
ENFCONTAMRAGON AGUADILLA 07 5 0/0000 0 DE PUERTO RICO
AMBIENTAL L /12/2015 00/00/00 EL PUEBL UE R

e,

- VL . .
Lucia I. Gonzalez Rivera
Directora Auxiliar

Information Source: Court Administrative Office, Directory of Computing. January 28, 2016.
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ESTADO LIERE ASOCIADO DE PUERTO RICO
ADMINISTRACION DE LOS TRIBUNALES

DIRECTORIA DE INFORMATICA

CASOS RESUELTOS DELITOS AMBIENTALES

205

SISTEMA SIAT
CAUSAL/DELITO REGION NUM. CASO | FROA FECHA RESOL/SENT DEMANDANTE DEMANDADO/ACUSADO
| PRESENTACION

AZ40E-ESTRAGO AIBOMITO 05/01/2010 22/02/2010 EL PUEBLO DE PUERTO RICO

A240E-ESTRAGO HUMACAD 06/05/2008 18/12/ 2008 EL:JEELG- D; I.’L;E;'I:I |;|I_ED_ ]

AZ40E-ESTRAGO MAYAGUEZ 28/02/2011 19/12/2011 EL PUEBLC DE PUERTO RICO )

A240E-ESTRAGO PONCE 21/11/2008 18/02/2009 EL PUEBLC DE PUERTO RICO )

A240E-ESTRAGD MAYAGUEZ 29/12/2011 20/09/2013 EL PUEBLC DE PUERTO RICO )
AEQ;Z;T;:T;M:LT;IEELO = UTUADD 02/04/2008 23/04/2008 EL PUEBLC DE PUERTO RICO |

Information Source: Court Administrative Office, Directory of Computing. January 28, 2016.
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ESTADO LIBRE ASOCIADO DE PUERTO RICO
ADMINISTRACION DE LOS TRIBUNALES
DIRECTORIA DE INFORMATICA

CASOS RESUELTOS DELITOS AMBIENTALES
SISTEMA TRIB

CAUSAL/DELITO REGION NUM. CASO P“E;EE::':::I B FEE"L::TE:E;UI:'D" DEMANDANTE DEMANDADO/ACUSADO
U ﬂlﬂig'mc;;l;?::lmﬁcmﬂ BAYAMON 20/08/2007 241042007 EL PUEBLO DE PUERTO RICOD
7 Azd:ﬁ;:;:::mﬂcm" BAYAMON 20/08/2007 01/11/2007 EL PUEBLO DE PUERTO RICD
k7 ﬁz4iich?;$ﬂlmcmu CAGLIAS 24/06/08 23/09/2008 EL PUEBLO DE PUERTO RICO
IRa7 Md:;MCEC::;::T_INAEIDN CAROLINA 29/07/2010 26,10/2010 EL PUEBLO DE PUERTO RICO
lm:;j:f;?ﬂigfﬁaﬂg gm UTUADOD 05/05/2008 08/07,/2008 EL PUEBLD DE PUERTO RICO

'.I"F |'l“I 1 !‘ -
"‘f'a*.. Il
(i Ju /tf‘ A

- ¥ e N
Lucia I. Gonzalez Rivera
Directaora Auxiliar

Information Source: Court Administrative Office, Directory of Computing. January 28, 2016.
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Appendix J: Code Summary

Node Summary

Node Summary
Environmental crimes
3/16/2016 3:52 PM

Node

Nodes\iInvestigation Cases handled before
Nickname:

Cassification:

Agaregated: No

Document Bl Bl 162 Bl

Nodes\Investigation' Collaborations
Nickname:

Cassification:

Agaregated: Mo

Document 7 o 322 o

Modesi\Investigationy Identification of Environmental Crime

Mickname:
dassification:

Aggregated: No

Document a 1z 521 12

Nodes\yInvestigation\Interrention process
Nickname:

Cassification:

Agaregated: Mo

Document 9 9 1,702 23

P ports'ihode SUmmary Peport Fage 1af 2
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Nodes\iInvestigation Protocols
Nickname:

dassification:

Agoregated: Mo

Document ] 1E

Nodes\iKnowldgel After working with the case
Nickname:

dassification:

Agoregated: Mo

Nodes\iKnowldgel Before working with the case
Nickname:

Classification:

Agoregated: Mo

Document 7 g

258 a2

Nodes\\Perception of the environment

Nickname:
Classification:

Agoregated: Mo

Document g 21

41,260 Eli

Nodes\\Perception of the environment\Satisfaction with the results of the investigation

Nickname:
Classification:

Agoregated: Mo

Document g 27

a03 27

Fe portshiode Summany Peport

Fage 2of 2
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Word Cloud
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Appendix K: Table of Court Files Summary

Summary Table of Court Files

ART 240 AIBONITO Violent behavior  Endangered Homeless Municipal Therapeutic
Serious in a gasoline life and health Police restriction
damage or station of people by (Hogar Crea
destruction causing and Teen
Attempt damage to the Challenge)
environment Abandons the
Amended to privilege and it
Serious is ordered his
Damage and imprisonment
destruction for year and a
half
ART 240 MAYAGUEZ Threaten to burn  Endangered Police Not guilty for
Serious his house with a  life and health (Domestic the Art 240
damage or gas tank of people by Violence and  Guilty of the
destruction causing Explosive other cases
Domestic damage to the Division) related to
Violence environment Firefighters, Domestic
Fire marshal  Violence

(table continues)



CRIME

ART 235
Poisoning of
public
waters

ART 241
Poisoning of
public
waters

ART 242
Environmen
tal Pollution

REGION

ARECIBO

UTUADO

BAYAMON

INITIAL
INVESTI-
GATION

lllegal

Appropriation of

the Water and
Sewer Service
station’s diesel

[legal

Appropriation of

the Water and
Sewer Service
station’s diesel

Scaling

Break in the air
conditioning
system

COMPLAINT
NARRATIVE

Endangered
life and health
of people

Endangered
life and health
of people

Endangered
life and health
of people and
the biological
balance of
ecological
systems or the
environment

OFFENDER

Drug
Addiction

Drug
Addiction

Convict for
aggravated
scaling

AGENCIES
INVOLVED

P. R. Police,
Water and
Sewers
Services,
Environics
engineering,
Forensic
Chemist
Puerto Rico
Police, Water
and Sewers
Services

Puerto Rico
Police, Tecnol
air

211

SENTENCE

Not guilty

Suspended
sentence
Violates
conditions and
declares
himself guilty
three-year
prison sentence
Case Filed

for completing
treatment in
Administration
of Mental
Health and
Anti-Addiction
Services

(table continues)



212

ART 242
Environmen
tal Pollution

ART 242
Environmen
tal Pollution

CAGUAS

CAROLINA

Septic tank
discharge that
ran through the
neighbor’s
backyards

Diesel Spill over
neighbors’
backyard
vegetation

Endangered
life and health
of people

Endangered
life and health
of people, the
plants, and the
biological
balance of
ecological
systems or the
environment

Municipal
Police,
Department of
Health

Municipal
Police,
Municipal
Department of
Environmen-
tal Affairs

Not guilty
Judge: no
scientific
evidence
proved
environmental
damage
Guilty for
Property
Damage

Fine $200.00
Restitution
$3,712.00
Environmental
Improvement
course of 30
hrs in 4
months.
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Appendix L: Recommendations list
Law Modifications (see Table 1 in Appendix M)
. Task force (DA, Environmental Quality Board, Environmental Expert)
Training of police (one in each police region), DA’s and judges (one for each
judicial district)
Protocol to establish jurisdiction and collaboration between governmental
agencies and private organizations
Budgets saving through the students of UPR
Scholar and university curriculum on environment, fauna, and recycling
Study of knowledge and perception of judges
Study of police investigations that did not initiated a criminal procedure

Study to compare administrative and criminal cases in terms of implementation
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Appendix M: Law modification recommendations table

Serious damage | Poisoning of public Environmental Aggravated
and destruction waters pollution environmental
pollution
Keep it on the code | Eliminate Keep it on the code | Keep it on the code

Eliminte
endangering
people’s life, health,
corporal integrity
ad security of one or
more persons

Eliminate seriously

endangers peoples’
health

Include a $30,000
dollars fine for
natural persons

Begin the definition,
anyone who violates
this or any other
law...

Eliminate seriously
of ...put seriously in
danger the
biological
balance...

Include a fine of a
30% of the last
fiscal year earnings
for legal persons

Include restitution
as a sanction for
natural and legal
persons

Begin the definition,
anyone who violates
this or any other
law.

Include community
services as a
sanction for natural
and legal persons

Include community
services as a
sanction for natural
and legal persons

Include restitution
as a sanction for
natural and legal
persons

Include public
exposure as a
sanction for natural
and legal persons

Include public
exposure as a
sanction for natural
and legal persons

Include community
services as a
sanction for natural
persons

Specify that
imprisonment is the
last sanction to
impose for natural
persons

Specify that Include public
imprisonment is the exposure as a
last sanction to sanction
impose to a natural
persons

Specify that

imprisonment is the
last sanction to
impose




