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B. PROPOSED STUDY FRAMEWORK

1. Title of Research Standard Englich Language Leamers: Closing the Black Hispazic Achiovement Gap

Through Pro&ssicoal Developmant On Enghish Language Leamar Instractional Strategios

The area of research (Sp. Ed., Mathematics, cognition, teacher in-service, etc ):

[ ]Special Education [ ]Mentoring
[ ]1Multicultural Education [ ]Instructional Personnel
[ ]School Climate [ ]Guidance/Counseling

[ ]Early Childhood Education [ ]Adolescent Pregnancy
[

] SAFE Drug Free Education  [] Other (specify)Resding. Ackiovemant Gap
Hypotheses and/or objectives of research s pwpese of this stdy & to collect data from Title I

incipals that will lead to the developmant of a systamic professional to decreass the
achievemant through ®e use of CLL strategmes

Type of school research site(s) required:

[ ]Intact Classrooms [ ]Student’s home environment
[ ] Other (specify) Az actual school will a0t be used for this study. only e responses of principals.

Name (if known)/type of proposed PGCPS school'site(s):
The PGCPS sites will inclnde 2 - 5 Tatle I Schools. The number of schoals
1 bg baed on & ‘2 the sl —

Proposed starting date October 2014

Proposed completion date Jamsry 2015
(Proposals approved for one year; must request extension if needed)

C. REQUIREMENTS FOR SUBJECTS

1

2)

Will pupils be required as subjects for this study?
[ ]Yes (If yes, answer parts a, b, ¢ and d of this question )
[ x] No (If no, skip to question 2.)

Enter grade and number of students requested under the headings provided
here. (This information must be provided if student subjects are included.)
Total

Grade Male Female
Grade Male Female
Grade Male Female

Total




b) Check and describe any specific criteria for selection of students to take
part i the study:

[ ]Ability level (specify)
[ 1 Secioeconomic level(s)
[ ]Ethnic, racial background
[ ]Physical characteristics
[ ] Clinically identified conditions
[ ]History of personal problems (explain):
[ ] Other (specify)

¢) Procedures which will be used to gather data from students:

[ ]thl;_)'l‘sting. [ ]thiml_nies
[ ]Individual testing [ ]Observation

[ ]Interviews - face to face [

[ ]Interviews - telephone [ ] Other (specify)

d) Are file data on students required?
[ ]1Yes [ INo

If yes, specify tests, scores, type(s) of other information and the period for which
data are needed-

Will school staff, parents, or former students be subjects in the stady?

[x] Yes (If yes, answer parts a, b, ¢, and d of this question)
[ ] No (Eno. skip to E)

a) Give subject category and number (REQUIRED):
Subjects Total Number of Subjects

[
[
[X] School-based Administrators spprommately 4 - 5 Tatle I Elemantary School Princpels
E }Cemal Office Administrators

b) Are file data on staff requested? [ 1Yes [X]No
(If yes, specify and discuss how data will be used)

c) Are file data on parents requested? [ ]Yes [X]No
(If yes, specify and discuss how data will be usad)

d) Are archival data on former students or graduates and‘or their families

requested? [ 1Yes [X]No
(If yes, specify and discuss how data will be usad)

5
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D. REQUESTED PARTICIPATION OF PGCPS STAFF

a) Will the PGCPS staff assistance be requested?
[X]Yes [ INo

b) If yes, which staff?
[ ] Teachers [X] Principals
[ ] Other (specify)

¢) Describe tasks staff will be asked to perform.

The principals will be asked %o complets a guestionzaire and a follow-p one-co-ome Imerview.
Once dat has bean collected and tamucribed, Principals will be askad to read over the tamsarpts

o emsure accuracy of their statemonts.

d) Will staff be compensated? [ ]Yes [X]No

If Yes, how and/or in what amount? §
(total staff compensation)
ORS§ (per. )
(dollar amount) (as designated by researcher)

E.  INSTRUMENTS, EQUIPMENT AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

L What tests, observation guides, questionnaires, attitude scales, interest inventories,
and other typed or printed instruments will be used? Specify below and enclose

one (1) copy:
Is Instrument Est. Time
Typeof Name or Description Researcher Made?  Requiredto
Instrument of Instrument Yes No Administer
[ ]Group Test [1 []
[ ]Individual Test (111 —_
[X] Questionnaire  Pasticipant Flectromic Questionsaire X1 [1 Jwmls
[X] Interview
protocol Project Stady Inturviow Gdo x]1 [] DQweeks
[ ]Observation
guide [1 1]
[
[

St bk
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2. What instructional materials will be used for research purposes? (Specify or
indicate “none.”) X ] None

F. ATTACHMENTS
Check items which you are attaching to this application-

[ X] One copy of application

[X] One complete proposal (REQUIRED)

[x] One copy of the proposal summary (REQUIRED)

[ ] Parental consent letter/form (In addition to a space for the pareat’s or
guardian’s signature, the parent consent form MUST have spaces to
write out the student’s and the parent/zuardian’s name)

[X] All mstruments

[X] Thesis committee approval form (STUDENT REQUIREMENT)

[ ] Other (describe)

G.  SIGNATURES
L Studies proposed by School System employees require the signature of the
applicant’s immediate PGCPS supervisor (1.2., prncipal, director, regional
director, etc).

Acknowledged:

Signature
Date Title

Office/School

2. SIGNATURE OF THESIS COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON
The following is to be signed by the champerson of the applicant’s thesis committee:

T have reviewed the enclosed research proposal and find it to be technically competent,

theoretically sound. and significant in focus.
Name Date
Title
Note: A copy of the results of the proposal review will be sent to the above-named
chairperson.

3. APPLICANT SIGNATURE

Iunderstand that acceptance of this request for approval of a research proposal in no
way obligates Prince George's County Public Schools to participate in this research. I
also understand that approval does not constitute commitment of resources or




endorsement of the study or its findings by the school system or by the School Board

I acknowledge that participation in research studies by students, parents, and school
staff is voluntary. I will preserve the anonymity of all participants in the reporting of this
study. Iwill not reveal the identity or include identifiable characteristics of schools or of
the school system unless authonzed by the Testing, Research and Evaluation office.

I have read Board Policy 5125 4 and Administrative Procedure 4131.34 and
understand that I nmst comply with all requirements as stated. If approval is granted, I
will abide by all Prince George’s County Public Schools policies and regulations and will
conduct this research within the stipulations accompanying any letter of approval. At the
completion of the study, I will provide Prince George’s County Public Schools with one
(1) bound copy of the research results.

Applicant’ Signature Date

Please send one (1) copy each of: this application, complete proposal, proposal summary,
parental consent form/letter, and data gathering instruments to:

DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF RESEARCH & EVALUATION
N FUELIC SCHOOLS
NN SCHOOL LANE, ROOM 202-C
T
I
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Appendix D: Project Study Information Session E-mail

Niki T. Brown, Walden University

Dear Principal >

I am conducting a research project on the perspectives of Title I elementary school
principals on the use of ELL strategies with SEL learners to close the Black/Hispanic

achievement gap. The project is entitlec Standard Englisk Language Learners: Closing
the Black/Hispanic Reading Ackievement Gap Through Professional Development on
English Language Learner Instructional. You may already know me as the Principal at

but this study is separate from that role. [ am also a Doctoral student at
Walden University.

This letter is an invitation to a drief informational meeting on Day, Month XX, 2014 at
campus at 3:00 p.m.

Please note that your participation will be voluntary and at your own discretion. Your
decision of whether or not you choose to attend will is respected. This is not a
recruitment meeting but an opportunity to provide an introduction to the study. If you
have any questions or need further explanation about the study, do not hesitate to contact
me by email Niki. Brown@ waldenu.ceéu or by telephone at (301) 518.5861

Sincerely,

Niki T. Brown
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Appendix E: Focus Group Interview Guide

Focus Group Interview Guide

Explain how current ELL instructional strategies impact Hispanic student achievement in reading.

y

Discuss the types of professional development previously delivered and its effects on ensuring
that Black and Hispanic students are reading successfully (on grade level)?

4

Discuss the types of professional development previously delivered and its effects on ensuring
that Black and Hispanic students are reading successfully (on grade level)?

VY

Discuss the types of professional development you feel should be implemented to ensure that all
Black and Hispanic students are reading successfully (on grade level)?
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Appendix F: Semi-Structured Interview Guide

Project Study Interview Guide: Principals’
Feedback Regarding the Hispanic/Black
Achievement Gap

Purpose: This study is being conducted by Niki T. Brown a doctoral candidate at Walden
University. As an educator, assisting all schools with eliminating the Black/Hispanic
achievement gap through instructional professional development is of the utmost importance.

Date

Interviewee

| :

Time of Interview

Type of Interviews
( o)

What specific instructional strategies have your teachers used to move reading student
achievement with Black students?
How are these instructional strategies different of the same from those used with Hispanic students?



Prior to hiring, do you feel your teachers were prepared to serve students who are simultaneously
learning English and academic content?
How has this affected the reading achievement of your Hispanic and Black students?

y,

Describe the differences between the way in which teachers deliver instruction to Standard
English Language Leamners (ex. Black student) and English Language Learners (Hispanic
students) during the early childhood grades (Pre-K and Kindergarten)?

How does this impact vocabulary growth in Black and Hispanic students?

4

What systemic professional development is needed for administrators and teachers to effectively
and equitably deliver reading instruction to Hispanic and Black students?

What would be the model for this professional development? How frequently should it take place? How
will implementation be monitored?

Y,

Clarification question based on individual principal's questionnaire responses.
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Clarification question based on individual principal's focus group responses.

Y,

Clarification question based on individual principal's focus group responses.

VY,

Clarification question based on individual principal's focus group responses.

Never submit passwords through Google Forms.
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Appendix G: Interview Research Log

Interview Research Log

Purpose: This log will be used to identify logistical information regarding each one-on-one
interview.

Date

Participant
| s

Length of Interview

Recording File Name

Researcher’s Reflection
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Appendix H: Focus Group Interview Research Log

Focus Group Interview Research Log

Purpose: This log will be used to identify logistical information regarding each one-on-one
interview.

Date

Participant
| :

Length of Interview

Recording File Name

Researcher’s Reflection & Follow-Up Questions

Never submit passwords through Google Forms.



Appendix I: Northeast School District Research Approval Letter

Cweckr, Dopt. of N

November 21, 2014

Ms. Niki T. Brown
13480 Lord Dunbore Place
Upper Mariboro, MD 20772

Dear Ms. Brown

Your request to conduct the rescarch entitied “Standard English Language Learners: Closing the

Black/Hispanic Achievement Gap Through Professional Development on English Language
Learner Instructional Strategies™ has boen reviewed h_\—
rescarch application reviewers, Based on the examination, | am pleased to inform you that the

Department of Rescarch & Evaluation has granted authorization for you to proceed with your
study

Authorization for this rescarch extends through the 2014-2015 school year only. If you are not
able to complete your data collection during this period, you must submit a written request for an
extension. We reserve the right to withdraw approval at any time or decline to extend the
approval if the implementation of your study adversely impacts any of the school district’s
activities. It is important that the procedure detailed in your proposal and related documents
submitted be followed while conducting your study. Should you change the procedure, the
revised procedure must be approved by this office before being implemented

An abstract and one copy of the final report should be forwarded to the Department of Rescarch
& Evaluation within one month of successful defense of your dissertation. Do not hesitate to
contact me if you have any questions. | can be reached at 301-780-6807 or by email,
I wish you success in your study

Sincerely,

KKS:kks

cc: Lisa D. Price, PMP, CGPM, BSP, Executive Director
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Appendix J: Peer Debriefer Confidentiality Form

Niki Brown, Walden University &

Phone: 301-518-5861 E-Mail: Niki.Browni@waldenu.edu

Peer Debriefer’s
Confidentiality Agreement

IRB #: 03-11-15-0068089
Project Study Title:
Researcher: Niki T. Newman-Brown

1 the Peer Debriefer understand that I will be reviewing participants’ responses from confidential
interviews. The individuals who participated in this research project have revealed the information on these tapes on good
faith that the information would remain strictly confidential. I agree to:

1. Keep all the research information shared with me confidential by not discussing or sharing the research
information in any form or format (e.g., excerpts of transcripts from participants’ responses) with anyone other
than the researcher.

2. Keep all research information in any form or format (e.g., excerpts of transcripts from participants’ responses)
secure while it is in my possession.

3. Return all research information in any form or format (e.g., electronic or printed documents) to the researcher
when [ have completed the research tasks.

4. After consulting with researcher, | will erase or destroy all research information in any form or format regarding
this research project that is not returnable to the researcher (e.g., information stored on computer hard drive).

Any violation of this agreement would constitute a serious breach of ethical standards, and I pledge not to do so.

7 r7/Lj[/ 5

This study has been reviewed and approved for human subject participation by the Walden University IRB. If you have
questions or concerns about this study please contact the principal investigator. If you have questions regarding
participant’s rights, please contact the Walden University Research Participant Advocate at 612-312-1210.

Signature
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